DETROIT

Nov/Dec, 2018
2017
NOV/DEC.

SMART
PAGES

BU S I N E S S

-

P O L I T I C S

-

C O M M U N I T Y

“Building Business to Business and Business to Community Relationships”

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE
Farewell to A “Queen”
Aretha Franklin
In Her Own Words

pgs. 14-15

VOTE

Do Not Allow Your Voice
to be Silent

pg. 5

Creating Wealth through
Real Estatepg. 6
Kemp Funeral Home
Receives 2018
Pursuit of Excellence Award

pg. 20

Lifetime Achievement Award Richard Crabb
Busy Bee Hardware

www.detroitsmartpages.com

Costa D’Oro
FINE JEWELRY

Many in Store Holiday Specials!
EXPERT JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIRS
DIAMONDS & GEM STONES
CUSTOM DESIGNS

313-965-4139
333 E. JEFFERSON SUITE 293
MILLENDER CENTER

www.detroitsmartpages.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 | PAGE 3

The Importance of Marketing
Your Business

M

arketing is of vital importance to
any business. It is the key process of researching, promoting
and selling products or services to your
target market. The bottom line of any business is profit. Profit is largely the result of
successful sales. Marketing is an important
business process where you inform, attract and convince people that your prod-

ucts or services are of value to them.
Without Marketing, many businesses would fail to exist. You could have the
most amazing product or service, but if no
one knows it exists or understands the value, you won’t make a single sale. It’s important that you use marketing to promote
your business, brand and offerings. Without it, how will you make those sales.

BENEFITS OF MARKETING
1. Increases Awareness – Most of the time we see an advertisement, or get
a recommendation, but we don’t always buy the product or use the services
straight away. By raising awareness through marketing, you’ll build an audience
of potential customers who know who you are, know what you can offer, and
know exactly where to find you when they are ready to purchase your products
or services.
2. Increases Sales – When people know your business exists, they’re much
more likely to become your customers. If your marketing campaigns are doing
their job properly, you’ll start to see an increase in sales shortly after you get
started.
3. Creates trust – People want to buy from a business that has a trustworthy reputation. They want to know that they can trust the business they are buying from.
It takes time to build the trust and reputation for your business. Once your business can establish this trust with your clients, it creates customer loyalty. If your
clients are happy with your products or services, they will talk about your business. Word of mouth is the most effective type of marketing, and it’s free.
There are many types of marketing tactics you could use to reach out to your
potential customers, but it is best to have a mix of online and offline marketing.
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PUBLISHER’S MESSAGE

Do not allow your voice to be silent

A

merica is experiencing a time
lapse that is taking us back to
the past instead of leading us
into the future; or, is it one in the same?
It is said that the past defines the future.
Minorities in this country have and must
continue to fight for
equality that is often denied through
bigotry, racism and
actual laws in local,
state and national
government.
Racism in the
BEVERLY SMITH United States has
been
widespread
since the colonial era. Legally or socially sanctioned privileges and rights were
given to white Americans but denied to
all other races. European Americans (particularly affluent white Anglo-Saxon
Protestants) were granted exclusive
privileges in matters of education, immigration, voting rights, citizenship,
land acquisition, and criminal procedure over a period of time extending
from the 17th century to the 1960s.
In the view of the United Nations and the U.S. Human Rights Net-

Legally or socially
sanctioned privileges and
rights were given to white
Americans but denied to
all other races. European
Americans (particularly
affluent white Anglo-Saxon
Protestants) were granted
exclusive privileges
in matters of education,
immigration, voting rights,
citizenship, land acquisition,
and criminal procedure over
a period of time extending
from the 17th century to
the 1960s.

work, “discrimination in the United
States permeates all aspects of life
and extends to all communities of color. While the nature of the views held by
average Americans have changed significantly over the past several decades, surveys by organizations such as ABC News
have found that even in modern America, large sections of Americans admit to
holding discriminatory viewpoints.

I N S P I R AT I O N A L C O R N E R

It is evident that, the large sections
of Americans who still hold discriminatory viewpoints are who Donald Trump
spoke to in his Presidential announce-

But here’s the truth according to Leonhardt and
Philbrick, Donald Trump is
a racist. He talks about and
treats people differently
based on their race. He has
done so for years, and he is
still doing so.”
ment in 2015. According to David
Leonhardt and Ian Prasad Philbrick in
an article written in January of this year,
“Donald Trump has been obsessed with
race for the entire time he has been a public figure. He had a history of making racist comments as a New York real-estate
developer in the 1970s and ‘80s. More
recently, his political rise was built on
promulgating the lie that the nation’s first
black president was born in Kenya. He
then launched his campaign with a speech
describing Mexicans as rapists.
The media often falls back on euphemisms when describing Trump’s com-

Awaken to the Joy of Another Day

E

very day, we Awaken to the Joy of
Another Day! We may not realize it, but it’s true. It’s a joyous
day because we are given another chance
to live, breathe, and be thankful; another
opportunity to help
someone, to show
love and kindness;
another moment to
embrace one another and to tell someone we are sorry,
another minute to
forgive each other
BARBARA BRAZILE
and another second
to give praises and thank our Heavenly Father for his grace and mercy.
This Joy reminds me of a scripture
that talks about… the birds of the air who
do not sow nor reap nor gather into barns
because our Heavenly Father feeds them.
It goes on to say… consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin, yet our Heavenly Father clothed
them so beautifully - so know for a surety
that he will clothe us. It further says …
there is no need to worry about what we
shall eat, drink or wear because only a car-

nal mind worries about such things. Our
Heavenly Father knows exactly what our
needs are. But we must first look unto
him and pray for his understanding…
and Joy will be added to our hearts.
If today were your last day to live
you do not want to hoard any regrets,
hatred, malice, resentment or grudges
in you heart. It’s easy to be rude, cocky
and disrespectful to each other…but let’s
not forget, tomorrow is not promised,
all we have is today. Time is too short
and precious to waste on foolishness
and pride, which is why it is so important to be prayerful and mindful of how
you utilize the 24 hours in your day.
Be thankful for the moment you
are awakened to the joy of another day.
Thank your Heavenly Father as soon as
you open your eyes and realize that you
are breathing…still! It is obvious that the
treads of time are unravelling very fast,
falling from the spool of life that mends
our hearts with love, stability, and joy;
consequently, everything must change as
time is winding down and love has waxed
cold, for the minds of many are unstable
and frail. Nonetheless, this is not the time
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to be discouraged and faithless with fear
and sadness, because there is still hope.
This is the time to be strong and to embrace life with every breath we have.
Where there is life, there is hope.
Hope is an expectation of positive outcomes despite the circumstances of our
personal lives or the condition of the

If today were your last day
to live you do not want to
hoard any regrets, hatred,
malice, resentment or grudges in you heart. It’s easy to
be rude, cocky and disrespectful to each other…but
let’s not forget, tomorrow
is not promised, all we have
is today.
world. Our expectation is to be clothed in
the Spirit of our Heavenly Father, not in
the darkness of the world. I know, it’s hard
to be optimistic in these days but we must
pray to keep a positive attitude, an attitude of gratitude that will keep hope alive
so to enjoy peace within our hearts.
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ments about race: racially loaded, racially
charged, racially tinged, racially sensitive. And Trump himself has claimed that
he is “the least racist person.” But here’s
the truth according to Leonhardt and
Philbrick, Donald Trump is a racist. He
talks about and treats people differently based on their race. He has done so
for years, and he is still doing so.”
A minority electorate voted Trump
to the Presidency in 2016 and it is now
up to the majority electorate that did
not vote for Trump to vote him and
his Republican Congress out of office.
On November 6, we have the ability
to do the latter and start the process to
vote Trump out of office in 2020.
We must first start with voting for
local candidates that share our interest
Remind family members, friends and
colleagues of the importance of this
election. We cannot continue to live in
the midst of this vitriolic administration. Even if you are a trump supporter,
you must admit that his behavior in the
oval office is less than exemplary.

Contact information:
info@detroitsmartpages.com
313-268-3523

We cannot change the condition
of this world, because it is what it is.
Likewise, we cannot change today or
tomorrow. The quality of your life begins with the spirit of your heart and
soul. There is no joy in evil. Pray that
your heart be renovated to a state and
condition of wanting to know your
Heavenly Father in spirit and in truth
wherein you can feel Joy and Know Love
– the love that our heavenly father will
bestow within your soul. It is because
of His love for us, that he died!
What greater love is there - and
how joyous it is to realize and understand this. Consider adding this prayer
in your heart and I guarantee that if
you do – you will be able to embrace
each moment of your life with love
and understanding and will appreciate the Power of our Heavenly Father
and the blessings of Him Waking you
up… to the Joy of Another Day!
CONTACT INFO:
Barbara Brazile
brazileenterprises@comcast.net

S M A R T R E A L E S TAT E I N V E S T M E N T S

Detroit: The Place For Creating Wealth Through Real Estate

W

hile the rest of the country is nearing peak, Detroit is in the early stages of expansion. Not only is there
money being made
in the D, there is
plenty more being invested. Opportunity exists in
nearly every nook
and cranny of the
city and the best
GARY L. SMITH is yet to come.
From Eight Mile to the Riverfront and from the west side to the east
side, developers, rehabbers, flippers
and builders are buying real estate.
Lenders are lending money, private
equity is coming in from all over the
country to capitalize and monetize
the opportunities that abound.
Detroit’s economy is reinventing itself and slowly gaining its

properties account for nearly all
of the new inventory throughout the city and suburbs.
Average rents are growing rapidly which will lift overall retail rents
to $14.10 per square foot. This is
great news for landlords of commercial properties. Even mom and pop
stores are sprouting up all over the
city. Specialty restaurants offering
Vegan cuisine, unique apparel and
business services of all kinds.
Following the recession, retailers gravitated toward locations
with high household incomes,
and as the economy strengthens, retailers are broadening their
geographic areas and communities that were once shunned.
Retail supply is undergoing a
significant amount of reinvention
during this current real estate cycle. Repurposing old retail space on
the east side has really taken off, as

There is no better time to than
now to buy, own and develop
real estate in the city of Detroit.
Don’t miss this opportunity.
footing after the Great Recession
and the city’s bankruptcy. A rejuvenated downtown and new growing industries are invigorating the
retail market. Because of this, well
known retailers such as John Varvatos and Lululemon have made
their way downtown along with a
slew of new restaurants, hotels and
apartments under development.
Job growth is closely aligned
with retail sales and payrolls in the
Motor City have been expanding
since 2009. Yes, money is being made
again in Detroit and it’s not coming
from the Big Three. The outlook is
positive and for the first time in a very
long time, professional and business
services have provided the foundation for the local economy.
The expanding economy and
increased optimism has resulted in
a resurgence in retail sales. When
people make money they tend to
spend more money and that’s what
drives the economy. Single tenant

and rehabbers to come in and repurpose older apartment properties.
Actually I am quite surprised
that more vacant school properties aren’t being repurposed for residential
use. Beneath the surface and throughout the city, other ethnic groups are
quietly purchasing homes deep in
the hood and redeveloping them
and choosing to live in them!
The transformation of neighborhoods is gaining momentum and as
this transformation picks up steam;
you’re going to see a much needed
change throughout the city; which
brings me back to commercial retail
and its impact in the neighborhoods.
Walkability isn’t just for Millenials.
Seniors and small families enjoy a
short walk to the ice cream parlor,
restaurant or a boutique in their
community, without having to travel downtown or to the suburbs.
Neighborhood,
community
based real estate development or re-

the spill over from downtown spurs
new ideas and acquisitions in other
neighborhoods. Retail sales in the
metro area climbed three percent as
more residents become employed.
Unique to Detroit is housing, which
remains relatively affordable for
most residents with the exception
of downtown and Midtown.
Millenials collaborate and
share high end apartments in those
areas in an attempt to take advantage of the amenities and walkability
that downtown and Midtown offers.
On the subject of apartments, while
there is a tremendous development
push for more high end units, the opportunities in the future I believe is
in the underserved Class C apartment
sector… Affordable Housing.
Not everyone can afford to nor
desire to live downtown and as those
rents continue to rise, they push out
the residents who would prefer to remain in the city. This crisis present
many opportunities for developers
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development offers some unique opportunities to be a part of the new renaissance that’s going on in the city.
It’s not too late to invest in Detroit,
but neither time nor money waits
for anyone. If you want a piece of
the pie, you must reach for it, grab
it and own it. It is time to take an
active approach to owning and developing real estate in the city.
Detroit is at a highly unique moment in time, a moment worth seizing but you must get in during this
expansion phase. It’s been said that
“a rising tide lifts all boats”, but you
need a boat first! There is no better
time to than now to buy, own and develop real estate in the city of Detroit.
Don’t miss this opportunity.
CONTACT INFO:
Gary L. Smith, Managing Partner
Business Consultants International, Inc.
Bcicorp2000@yahoo.com
(248)991-5705

SMART TIME MANAGEMENT

How to Run out of To-Dos Before You Run out of Time

I

f you’re struggling to get things
done, most likely, you’re running
out of time before you run out of
things to do. So your days are long
and you add the weekend to the mix.
You’re caught up. Caught up in the
everyday
to-dos
and
everything
that goes along
with it, trying to
manage
family,
work and to have
a life and time
for yourself.
SHEILA HAWKINS
Being caught
up and fed up, your
focus shifts to how to make it better, how to get it all done and overall
looking for a way to “manage time”.
There are a number of challenges
with this, since time doesn’t even exist, so it can’t be managed. You’re in
survival mode and that has you resort
to adding hours to your days.
So, how do you run out of todos before you run out of day? First,

get your priorities straight! What’s
important? Now, you might think
you know the important stuff when
it comes into view, but that’s not
the point where you want to identify your priorities. You want to identify them long before that. Think

Make your list of
values and keep it
handy so you can
see it when you’re
planning your days.
The rule here is;
if something is not
directly related to
a value, it doesn’t
deserve your time.
about what’s important to you in an
overall sense, then move into thinking about what’s important as far as
your business or work goes. A great

way to do this is to go a step backward and look at your values. What
do you value? For example, if you
value your health, then things like
eating well and exercise are priorities. Things show up in your days in
some way to reflect that value.
Make your list of values and
keep it handy so you can see it when
you’re planning your days. The rule
here is; if something is not directly
related to a value, it doesn’t deserve
your time. If it’s not related to your
values, it won’t be related to your
goals or what’s important to your
SMART TIME
business or work. The tasks you take
M really
A N Ahave
G Eto
Mline
E Nup
T and if they
on
don’t, you’ve got some work to do before you take on your next task.
Next, set boundaries for yourself
and for others.
• Don’t allow people to interrupt
your work day with things that take
you on a detour
• Create ways to discourage in-

terruptions like turning off email
notifications and the ringer on the
phone
• Set times to check email and return
calls so you can focus on what needs
to be done
• Create the boundaries you need to
support you getting through your
days
Now, you have two things you
can do to shift into a different gear.
Putting them in play helps you create
the space for cutting down the long
hours and still knocking out your
to do list. You’ll also gain freedom
and your sanity in the process.
© 2018 Sheila Hawkins,
Third Eye Group
Contact Info:
Sheila Hawkins
Personal Productivity Alchemist
Third Eye Group, Inc.
info@thirdeyegroup.net
313.475.0212
www.thirdeyegroup.net

ASK THE TECH GUY

Y

Four Tips for Donating a Computer:
How to donate or recycle your used equipment

our old computer might have
some life left in it, however dropping it off at your favorite nonprofit, charity, or library might not be the
best way to pass it on. I will help you learn
about the environmentally smartest options in this article. As
companies, nonprofits,
charities, libraries, and
individuals find reasons to upgrade their
computers, the probWILLIE BRAKE
lem of how to safely
discard used equipment continues to grow.
There are many reasons to donate or recycle your used equipment:
Every computer dumped into a landfill represents a missed opportunity to provide technology and tools to individuals and
organizations that may not be able to afford
it. Even if a computer cannot be reused, recycling ensures that valuable raw materials
are recovered from used computers and
that any waste is disposed of in an environmentally sound fashion. Unfortunately, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) only 15 to 20 percent
of computers and other electronic devices
are being recycled in the United States.

All About Technology has a long
history of working with the Environmental Protection Agency, Microsoft,
local nonprofits, and other organizations
to improve the environment and bridge
the digital divide by helping consumers
and businesses properly donate or recycle computer equipment. We also have
expertise in computer equipment refurbishing through our Electronics Recycling Initiative. We provide reliable, warrantied desktop and laptop computers to
individuals, small businesses, nonprofits
and charities at the lowest possible cost.
Below are some tips for passing along
your used but still useful equipment.

1. Determine if Your Old Computer Can
Be Reused
If your computer is less than five years old,
chances are it can be put to good use by
someone else. Usually, the lifespan of a
computer is seven to eight years. Extending the computer’s lifespan through reuse
provides the highest environmental benefit
of all electronics disposal alternatives.
2. Remember the Software, Documentation, and Accessories
If you can, include the keyboard, mouse,
printer, and any other accessories you have
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used with the computer. Keeping the Certificate of Authenticity sticker (usually on
the computer) intact is generally the most
important thing to remember. This allows

If you are interested in
donating your office or
personal computers,
visit us online at www.
all-about-technology.
com or call us directly
at (313) 218-4888.
us to inexpensively re-license and reload
Microsoft Windows and Office software
on the donated machines.
3. If You Clear Your Computer of Personal Information Yourself, Use Disk-Cleaning Software
The best way to protect against any unauthorized use of personal information is to use a
disk-cleaning tool that obliterates all data on
the hard drive. Personal information includes
your Internet browser’s cache, cookies, history; your email contacts and messages; your
documents; your recycle or trash folder; and
all nontransferable software.
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4. Keep a List of What You Donated for
Your Records
Remember that tax season is right around
the corner — and you are likely eligible
for a deduction if you donate to a nonprofit
organization. All About Technology works
with a nonprofit refurbisher and can provide a tax receipt upon request. Business
donors can deduct the undepreciated value
of the computer, and individuals can deduct the current market value of a computer. For more information on tax laws related to computer donation, see Section 170
of the Federal Income Tax Code.
Willie E. Brake is a Computer Expert and Industry Analyst at All About
Technology, a Certified Minority Business Enterprise and Microsoft Authorized
Refurbisher, based in Detroit, Michigan.
CONTACT INFO:
Willie E. Brake is a Computer
Expert at All About Technology,
a Certified Minority Business Enterprise
and Microsoft Authorized Refurbisher,
located at
6450 Michigan
Avenue in Detroit, Michigan.
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What’s your Number?

I

was speaking to a colleague last week
and she asked me the most profound
question. Are you planning to retire
some day? What is your number? It reminded me of a commercial I saw years
ago which got me
thinking of my own
number. When she
asked me that question, I had a figure in
mind that I had previMARCELLE
ously
calculated. I exGORDON
plained that I had arrived
at that figure based on my life’s desires
and goals for my ideal retirement.
Retirement looks different for
everyone and my views maybe a bit
non-traditional. I look at retirement as a
lifestyle change in your later years. With
advancements in technology and access
to better healthcare, we are living longer.
Therefore, retirement has to be modified and customized to fit your current
environment and situation. The key is
deciding what that means to you. Retirement basically is about having flexibility
to do what you desire without any re-

straints while being able to afford it.
Conversely, you don’t have to
wait or should wait until you retire to
start living. As with anything, it takes
planning. Often people spend their
entire careers saving, waiting to retire to fully enjoy life and don’t get the
chance to experience their dreams...
because the unexpected happened! So,
if you want to see the world, start trav-

Thus, consider the things that you enjoy
doing the most. Whatever it is, you decide what’s important and let that be your
driving factor to derive that number.
You are ultimately responsible for
charting your own course and designing

As you navigate through
life, keep in mind that life
is a journey to be enjoyed
and your desires can be
accomplished with propRetirement basically is
er planning, wise counsel
about having flexibility to and execution.
do what you desire without any restraints while
your own retirement. I don’t believe it’s
necessarily a cookie-cutter formula that
being able to afford it.
eling; live Life on your own terms.
When thinking about your number, it is more than just a figure; it’s a manner of being happy and content. Perhaps
it’s moving to the south of France or having a bed and breakfast in the Caribbean.
Money, of course, is pivotal in realizing
some of these goals but isn’t the only factor
and doesn’t necessarily lead to happiness.

will equal nirvana. Don’t get me wrong,
there are fundamentals that must be adhered to but they have to be customized
to suit your particular situation.
Together with your financial advisor, you can structure the best plan to
achieve your desires. Seek someone that
you can build a relationship with that provides holistic financial planning and advice. People often have grandiose ideas
of what they’ve been dreaming of do-

ing once retired but did not plan wisely.
Therefore, the role of your advisor is to be
your coach and financial navigator.
As most of us have discovered, life is
not a straight path. It’s a winding journey
with twist and turns, predicated on decisions and choices you make. As you navigate through life, keep in mind that life is
a journey to be enjoyed and your desires
can be accomplished with proper planning, wise counsel and execution.

Marcelle Gordon is the Vice
President of Securities at ELE
Wealth Management, LLC in Southfield, MI. She is also an Investment
Advisory Representative and a Principal of the firm.
Advisory Services offered
through ELE Advisory Services,
LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor. Securities offered and sold
through ELE Wealth Advisors, Inc.
ELE Advisory Services, LLC and
ELE Wealth Advisors ELE Wealth
Advisors and ELE Advisory Services, LLC are affiliated through
common ownership and control.

L E T ’ S TA L K M O N E Y

How to Pay for College Without
Going Broke... double or triple your eligibility for free

A free informational webinar is
being held for all parents that have students
planning on attending college NOW or
in the next 1-3 years
AARON
to discuss strategies to
SANDERS
help them afford college in the midst of what is being
termed ‘the Student Loan Meltdown.’
“It’s shocking that so many parents
won’t even be able to borrow money for
their kids to go to school in the next few
years, so many good students won’t be
able to go, and many students will have
to drop out, unless they know the inside
information that the colleges don’t want
given out,” says Aaron Sanders, Director
of Finance and expert on planning for college. “It’s not even a matter of getting the
best interest rate….it’s getting ANY money
at all these days. I’ve put this webinar together to show parents that college can still
be attainable, if they learn the inside secrets
to getting as much free money as possible, and then where to borrow the rest at
an affordable rate so they don’t go broke.”
The webinar will focus on ways to

grant money, even if you make a six figure
income; how to determine in advance if a
school will be affordable for you, regardless
of its’ sticker price; and how to make sure
that your family can afford to send your child
to college, even if your neighbors can’t.
The webinar is available 24 hours and
is a wealth of information. To attend the webinar go to www.letstalkmoney.org or call
248-569-9120 to make an appointment to
discuss your educational planning needs.
Now, don’t say I didn’t bring you the
latest and greatest in selecting a college
major. Normally, we go through a very extensive planning and preparation process to
help students identify their interests, figure
out what different careers pay, and even
encourage our students to get an internship
so they can determine first hand if they really like a career or not....all before they
ever step foot on a college campus. In the
meantime, if you like a more, traditional approach to your career and college planning,
be sure to attend one of our free webinars
on ‘How to pay for college without going
broke... go to: www.letstalkmoney.org.

Aaron Sanders, Jr.
Senior Director of Finance
Key Financial Solutions
248-569-9120 #9243
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Get an "A+" in SMART Advertising
SMART “AD” VANTAGES
1. Reaches over 150,000 readers bi-monthly.
2. Distributed in over 150 locations.

A+

3. Competitive advertising rates.
4. Read by decision makers including business owners,
corporate managers, and diversity leaders.
5. Provides targeted demographics for consumers to support
Black owned and other minority owned businesses.
6. Business profiles provide business owners a forum to share
experience and expertise in their chosen professions.
7. Provides business news, expert advice and resource information
from city, state, and national agencies.
8. Reaches thousands across the state of Michigan and nationally
with positive Black role models
9. Provides marketing and advertising strategies to promote your business.
10. Provides promotional programs for increased sales and profitability.

Call 313-268-3523 Today!
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SMART BUSINESS PRACTICES

Who’s Looking for You and Who are You Looking for?

I

t’s the 4th quarter of 2018, and
you’d be surprised how many
small businesses are still not
discoverable on “Google.” Why is
that? You can have a free website on
the strongest and
most dense search
mechanism of all
time, it’s easy to
put together, and
easy to maintain. This should
be a no-brainer,
LAURA SIGMON
put yourself in
the traffic driving seat by learning how to take
advantage of free or low-cost marketing tools that can help to grow
your bottom line. Now this change
is very important, because it has
the capacity to offer both outbound
communication as well as inbound
communication. That means you
can find your customer and your
customer can find YOU!
It no longer matters how long
you’ve been in business if you’re

not visible to the marketplace. Personally, I don’t do much in social
media, and I learned the hard way
that this is a No-No as the modern
consumer learns everything they
want to know about your business
from social media and quite significantly from “Google.” So, with that
being said; you need a strategy for
how to incorporate these indirect or
non-revenue generators into your
day-to-day. I mentioned in previous
articles that you can get support by
trying a few of these techniques:
1. Create an internship for a college
student by registering a job position
on the college or university of your
choices website. Register at InternInMichigan.com where your business intern request is matched with
the participating Michigan higher
learning students. Most of them
want a stipend, however, some students just want the experience.
2. Join an active and engaged chamber of commerce. It’s true; there
are multiple chambers in the Metro

Detroit area, but not all chambers
are the same. I’m partial to several,
however, I like the caliber of participant at the SBAM chamber. I want
an opportunity to find my future client and get support for my business
initiatives and interest.
3. Create a community engagement
strategy where you connect with
your local neighborhood. This is
important for multiple reasons, one
of which is keeping your name front
and center with those who can impact your local business. Something as simple as free popcorn for
a day is an easy way to engage the
locals!
4. When was the last time you sent
out a press release, or called into a
radio show to promote a giveaway?

Maybe you never have, but this is
an easy way for low cost publicity.
If you need support structuring this,
assign a communication intern on
it!
5. Do a bit data analytics on your
own, check out the publications that
provide details about the shoppers,
the residents, and the mapping metrics regarding retail development
and density. This might seem really
time consuming but believe it- it’s
not!
As always, you can reach me
at 313.265.3062 to find out when
the next workshop will be or call in
to the radio broadcast on Wednesday nights; 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM on
WCHB 1340 AM, 313.837.1340,
live on the “Courageous Hour.”

CONTACT INFO:
Laura Sigmon
Best Practices Consulting Services, LLC
2727 2nd Avenue, Suite 266 • Detroit, MI 48201 • www.BestPractices
ConsultingServices.com • (O) 313.265.3062 (F) 313.355.9371 • (C) 313.757.1695

THE VILLAGE
Detroit Smart Pages is excited to have Principal Ronald Newton of Plymouth Educational Center in Detroit
join our team of professional columnists. We welcome Ron’s enthusiasm and passion in what he does as an
educator and hope you will find his commitment to uplifting our children to become the best that they can be,
exhilarating, and his advice to parents, encouraging.

Kids, Parents, Teachers and the Detroit Community

A

s the Principal and Chief Administrator Officer at Plymouth
Educational Center in Detroit,
I’m excited to share my thoughts, personal perspectives on educating kids
today. I will examine and explain what
it means when we
say “the children
are our future.” The
toughest job as parents and guardians
is making sure we
raise our kids to be
RONALD
NEWTON
the next generation of
leaders, entrepreneurs, teachers, inventors, role models, etc. - that will make
an impact on our city and beyond. My
background includes being a graduate of
Oakland University and working with
many educational organizations.
In this column, I will explore educational tools and techniques based
on my 18 years of experience in the
education field. I started my career in
education as a substitute teacher based

on my drive to coach and mentor students who struggled in school. I was
able to connect with students who were

My work is not limited to
students only but to coordinate
school-wide efforts to interact
with parents in ways that support
students, families, the school,
and the larger community.
viewed as “bad” because this was how
I was viewed growing up. None of
my teachers would have ever thought
I would go from being a substitute
to a Superintendent, but I did!
I inspire students by believing in them and encouraging them.
Our students are the next leaders of
the future, and I want to be able to ignite and support their dreams and
goals. Sometimes we have to push
them to their limits and then they will
realize that they can do anything with
a little direction and hard work.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

My work is not limited to students only but to coordinate schoolwide efforts to interact with parents in
ways that support students, families, the
school, and the larger community.
Here are some quick tips that a
parent can use now to keep their
kids motivated:
1. Provide more autonomy. Give them
space to make their own decisions.
2. Create positive environments. Decorate their study area with things they
love.
3. Hold high expectations. Show them
the bar and expect them to strive for
it.
4. Positive reinforcement is a more effective motivator than negative reinforcement. Do not harp on negatives just
find something good to say and encourage them.
5. Help your child manage their stress
levels. Ask them how their day went and
how were they treated at school. Especially how they were treated by teachers
and others students is a good indicator of
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their mindset and stress level.
Next issue, you can expect
to learn fun tools and techniques
to help you navigate through the
school year with your child.
We will cover topics such as:
• Strengthening Family Engagement
• Building Trusting Relationships
• Value of a Robust Two-Way Communication
• Homework with Parents and
Students
• What is and Why STEM?

On a final note, we hope that the
upcoming articles will connect you with
resources and advice that is critical to
the long-term success of your child in
school. Remember, you and the schools
have the same priority and when the two are
merged, the payoff is tremendous.
For further information and perhaps
consultation, I can be reached at: rnewton@plymouthed.org.

BUSINESS PROFILE

Purposed Party, Girl Power on Wheels Offers
Enrichment and Entertainment

P

urposed Party, an empowerment
party bus for girls launched on September 16, 2018 at Christian Tabernacle Church, located at 26555 Franklin
Rd. Southfield, MI 48033 during National
Women’s Friendship Day. The celebration marks a movement meant to uplift
girls and women. Attendees enjoyed face
painting, glitter tattoos, mini makeovers, a
spa craft station, and one lucky lady won
a Purposed Party package giveaway.
“Purposed Party offers unique party
packages for girls, teens, and women to
choose from for their birthdays or special
events,” says founder and owner Loretta A. Forbes. “We also offer play dates,
mother/daughter dates and parties for organizations like the Girl Scouts. We bring
our uniquely-designed parties to you
and we do all the work so that you can
relax and enjoy your special day.
Purposed Party encourages girls and
women to be their own kind of beautiful.
We curate personalized party experiences
so that each and every party guest can be
their own unique self and celebrate in their
own unique way.” With the fun and girly
elements of traditional girl parties and an
added educational flare of self-esteem
building, etiquette training and leadership

glam station with professional spa/makeup lighting, plush seating, selfie station
and a dressing room.

development, Purposed Party encourages girls to embrace that they are not a
princess for a day, but a princess for life!
Customized services promote appreciation for internal and external beauty.

Purposed Party Services:
• Themed girls’ empowerment parties/
events (i.e. princess, fashion, Hollywood,
tea, and etiquette themed parties, sweet
sixteen)
• T-Shirt and accessories
Membership club offerings
• On-going etiquette and enrichment
classes and camps
• Monthly personal development focused
events
Dynamic aesthetics of the mobile utopia
include a state-of-the-art sound system, a

Purposed Party Packages start at
$375:
• Pamper Parties for all ages with mini
facials, manicures, pedicures and makeovers
• Proper ParTEAs for all ages with tea
parties featuring an assortment of tea
treats and fine china
• Princess Parties for young girls with
elegant princess gowns and a princess
fashion runway to showcase their royal
style
• PJ Parties for tweens and teens with
a state-of-the-art karaoke machine and
sound system, plush seating for girl talk,
and selfie station with custom social media filters and picture frame favors
Purposed Parties for girls’ organizations such as Girl Scouts and sororities
that will offer girls of all ages, a chance
to choose a cause and give back. This
mobile space is convenient way for
girls and women to celebrate life. The
upcoming fall and winter seasons will
feature themed parties such as a Back
to School Bash, Costume & Candy

Party for Halloween and a Mommy and
Me Winter Wonderland. Visit Purposed
Party online at www.purposedparty.com
for more information. Follow Purposed
Party on Facebook and Instagram for
updates.

Loretta A. Forbes—Founder and Owner
of Purposed Party fulfills multiple roles.
Along with being a nationally recognized
author, coach, licensed therapist and
speaker, she is the owner of Life Beyond
The Norm, LLC and Identitea, LLC. She is
on a mission to motivate and inspire girls
and young women to create a life that reflects their abilities, gifts and talents.

REGISTER TODAY! JUMPSTART YOUR BUSINESS UPCOMING CLASSES
WWW.GRANDINNOVATION.ORG/WALK-IN-CLASSES || (313) 965 - 3155

Grand Innovaaon is a full-service business planning
and consullng ﬁrm serving small and medium sized
companies with an emphasis on minority and
women owned businesses.

JUMP START YOUR BUSINESS:

10-week class designed for entrepreneurs who have
an idea that needs to be developed or is in the
start-up phase of business.

2018 CLASSES

Thursday, November 1st, 2018
Morning Class - 10 AM - 1 PM
Evening Class - 6 PM - 9 PM

2019 CLASSES

Tuesday, January 15th, 2019
Morning Class - 10 AM - 1 PM
Wednesday, January 16th, 2019
Evening Class - 6 PM - 9 PM

$3.9

Million in Client
Business Loans

800

Class
Graduates

9,950
People
Reached

PARTNERS

AS SEEN...

JOIN US TO JUMPSTART YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCESS!
ENTREPRENEURS HUB
1400 WOODBRIDGE ST., 4TH FL
DETROIT, MI 48207
PHONE: (313) 965-3155

DURFEE INNOVATION SOCIETY
2470 COLLINGWOOD ST., STE. 213
DETROIT, MI 48206
PHONE: (313) 629-7983

GRANDINNOVATIONORG
GRANDINNOVATION
GRANDINNOVATIONDETROIT
INFO@GRANDINNOVATION.ORG
WWW.GRANDINNOVATION.ORG

$1.2

Million in
Client Grants

COMMUNITY NEWS

Celebrating 70 years of Marriage….A Toast to Alonzo Sr.
and Maggie Goree

A

lonzo Sr. and Maggie Goree
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary at their
home on Sunday, September 2nd of
this year. They were surrounded by
their children, grandchildren, great
and great, great grandchildren. Both
born in Marion, Alabama, Alonzo is
now 92 years of age and Maggie,
88. They met in June 1946, were
engaged in November 1947, and
married on January 4, 1948.
Because jobs were plentiful and paid well in the north, in
1952 they decided to leave the
southern state of Alabama in pursuit of better employment and
thus, made their home in Detroit,
MI where they still reside.
Alonzo and Maggie are blessed
with a total of 74 offspring, which
consist of 12 children, 25 grandchildren, 35 great grandchildren, and 2
great, great grandchildren. God has
truly blessed this couple—they have

been fruitful and multiplied!
Alonzo and Maggie have instilled many valuable qualities in
their children; to have a right relationship with God, the value of
true friendship, have high self-esteem, to be independent, and the
value of a good education.
Detroit Smart Pages asked
Alonzo and Maggie, what would
you say are the reasons why you
have remained a loving couple for

70 years? Maggie was eager to say
that she and Alonzo sat and talked
with each other on a regular basis
and if and when they were angry,
Alonzo was never, never abusive to her in any way. She said
Alonzo was crazy about his children. She cherishes the moments
when Alonzo would say, “Look
at my good looking children.”
Maggie also said that she always
cooked a good meal for her family
every day. Maggie is also one of 12
siblings and 10 are still living.
Alonzo said that Maggie is

always cheerful and he can’t remember anything Maggie has
said in all these years that upset him. He also said that Maggie
is a great mother, a good friend
and a faithful wife. Only one of
their 12 children is deceased.
It was a pleasure to talk with
Maggie and Alonzo and hear in
their own words how a relationship can remain solid and nourishing for so many years. Smart
Pages sent photographer, Eric Hobson to the celebration to get a few
photos of this loving family.

Visit Our New Store
C E L E B R AT E S O U R
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PM

@
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COVER STORY

The Queen of Soul Leaves an Everlasting Legacy
Fans Around the World Showed Love for Aretha Franklin

A

By Charlene Mitchell-Rodgers

retha Franklin was one of the
greatest singers to have ever
dared to hit a note on stage.
That is not opinion, it is fact. With a
recording career that has given her a
lifetime of success with at least three
generations of fans; she has earned her
crown as “The Queen of Soul”. The
news of her passing was not surprise. A
lengthy bout with pancreatic cancer had
her in and out of the hospital over a period of several years. Before her death,
she finalized plans for a biographical
movie, starring actress and recording
artist Jennifer Hudson. It would be one
of her final business decisions.
I interviewed “The Queen” back
in 2011 for a cover story in this publication. The publisher has decided to run it again in memory of our
dearly beloved Aretha. Here is a
re-print of my original article.
I met Aretha Franklin when
I moved to Detroit from Boston more than 20 years ago.
I was a reporter at WXYZ-TV
Channel 7 at the time, and she invited me to a Christmas party at her exquisite home. I was thrilled that she
allowed me to bring a camera crew.
There I was, amongst a who’s who of
celebrities and many of her longtime
friends. We covered the party live for
the 11pm news and it remains one of
my most special memories. We’ve
remained friends over the years and
it was my pleasure to interview her
for this Women’s History Month edition of Detroit Black Pages. She’s a
woman with a wealth of knowledge
about the recording industry, a serious businesswoman, and also a lady
with a great sense of humor. Talking
with her one on one for this article
has made my relationship with “The
Queen” over the years come full circle. Here are some of the questions I
asked her which explains her longevity in such a competitive industry.
Charlene: As a world famous recording artist and entertainer what kind of steps have you had
to take in order to achieve the kind
of control you’ve managed to maintain over your music and your contracts with record companies?

The business is very serious now, and they
need to get as much paper as they can in order to get established in the business. I was
just very blessed, but most people today
need a college education. The other thing is
to be also very educated about the business
itself. You have to read the industry journals,
like Billboard. Those are the bibles of the
music business.
Queen: In the early days my
brother Cecil did my contracts
with me, and I learned to appreciate people who have that job. This
part of show business with all of
the negotiating back and forth is
not easy. He taught me a lot.
Charlene: What advice do
you have for women in particular who are looking for R-E-S-PE-C-T in the music industry?
Queen: The first thing they must
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have is self-respect, and then most
positive people will respect them. The
second thing I tell aspiring recording
artists is to get as much education as
they can. The business is very serious
now, and they need to get as much paper as they can in order to get established in the business. I was just very
blessed, but most people today need a
college education. The other thing is to
be also very educated about the business itself. You have to read the indus-
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try journals, like Billboard. Those are
the bibles of the music business. You
also have to talk shop with colleagues
and keep up with everything that is
going on. You have to stay current.
The industry has changed a lot since
vinyl went to CD and then to the internet. To be successful today you better be on your Double A-Game.
Charlene: What do you feel
are the biggest mistakes that aspiring artists make which keeps
them from achieving success?
Queen: They may not be totally prepared for what lies ahead
and they need to research the industry. It rarely happens that someone
is an overnight success. It only happened with the advent of shows like
American Idol where literally millions of viewers were watching.
Charlene: What do you think of
American Idol, and do you watch it?
Queen: I watch the show and
I enjoy it. I don’t think it is contrived, and I believe that the best
people do actually win. It’s definitely a legitimate show and I’ve seen
a lot of singers that are very good.
Just look at Fantasia, Jennifer Hudson and Rueben Studdard.
Charlene: How involved are you
in the making of your albums from a production and creative standpoint?
Queen: I am involved from
A to Z. I have quality control
from the photos to the songs.
Charlene: Your sons have often
joined you in the studio and on stage. That
must be pretty exciting for you.
Queen: Yes it is. My son Teddy, a
Michigan State graduate, has worked
with me many times as a member of my
band. He now has his own one-man
show traveling across Europe and the
U.S. including Detroit. My son Kecalf, (pronounced Kelf) is on my new
upcoming album which will debut the
first week in May. It is titled “Aretha –
A Woman Falling out of Love” and will
be sold exclusively at Wal-Mart.
Charlene: With the many accolades and awards that have been bestowed upon you over the years, it must
be difficult to pick the most treasured
moments. What comes to mind?
(Continue on next page)

Queen: My most treasured moments have been with my family.
Those are precious moments for me.
Winning 19 Grammy awards is also
something that I am extremely proud
of. On the world stage I would have
to say that receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor from President
George W. Bush was very exciting. It
happens to be the highest civilian honor given by the President. I was in the
same group with Muhammad Ali and
Carol Burnett. I was also very proud
to receive the National Medal of the
Arts from President Bill Clinton, and
of course I have to mention singing
the National Anthem at the Inauguration of President Barack Obama.
Charlene: People often blame
personal problems and other issues
for their inability to succeed. You
have overcome a lot of obstacles
and succeeded despite life’s problems. How does one do that?
Queen: You know the best thing
about problems is that there are always solutions. You just have to get
to the right people to get the answers.
That’s what you have to do.

Charlene: Looking back to the
early years do you have any interesting tidbits or funny stories?
Queen: When I was a young
singer my father would put me up at
the YMCA in New York and I would
always have with me my record player
that looked like a little suitcase. We all

had those back then.
One week my dad
forgot to pay the rent
and those people took
my record player and
all of my Sam Cooke
records. That was
really something. Of
course the rent got
paid and I got my
record player and
records back.
Charlene: You
grew up in Detroit
when the city was really booming. Business and commerce
was strong and most
people had jobs,
homes and cars. It’s
not the same Detroit
now. People are struggling with high
unemployment and foreclosures. It’s
refreshing that you feel that things
are going to improve for the better. Please elaborate on that.
Queen: I truly feel that Detroit
is going to come back. I really like
what I’m seeing with the expansion at

Cobo Hall and the building up of our
beautiful riverfront area. I think we
will see shops and pavilions that will
bring the beauty back. I am really
glad to see that corporations like General Motors and others are stepping
up to the plate with big dollars to help
Detroit. I have been around the world
and met many people along the way,
but the people of Detroit are simply
the best. We always rally and come to
the aid of those who need support and
I believe that will happen now.
Charlene: You have had a very
long and phenomenally successful career. What do you think has
been the key to this longevity?
Queen: What I have to say
about that is that I am truly blessed
to be doing what I’ve always done.
GOD is real, and don’t ever think
for a minute that he isn’t. My father
(The late Rev. C.L. Franklin) used
to tell me that anyone who can set
the moon, the sun and the stars on
course can certainly deal with all of
the minor problems. GOD is still on
the throne and when we acknowledge
him the rest falls into place.

“Sharing the Love”
A Tribute to the Life and Legacy of Detroit’s Own,
“Queen of Soul” Aretha Franklin

W

omen’s Informal Network hosted a special
tribute titled, “Sharing
the Love” honoring the life and
legacy of Aretha Franklin, “Queen
of Soul” and
a “thank you”
to the Franklin family on
Friday, October 12, 2018
at its Annual
Founder’s Day
Gala and Fundraiser.
The
event was held at The International Banquet Center located at
400 Monroe in downtown Detroit from 6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Franklin was presented (posthumously) with The Patricia A.
Cole Women in Leadership Award
(PAC) given to women with a pas-

sion for community service, outstanding leadership in the face of
obstacles and exemplifies WIN’s
highest standards of achievement
in social and economic awareness.
The PAC Leadership Award was
accepted by Aretha’s niece, Sabrina Owens who attended the event
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with members of the Franklin family including Aretha’s Son Eddie,
his wife and one of her back-up
singers and other family members.
Gerald McBride, veteran onair radio personality, voice over talent and host of the weekly top-rated and nationally syndicated Old
School House Party, and Clarence
“Foody” Rome, long time friend of
the Queen of Soul and host of Cruisin with “Foody on WMXD 92.3
FM in Detroit were the Masters of
Ceremony. Gerald and Foody kept
the audience entertained and engaged throughout the evening with
name that Aretha Song for prizes
and tickets to upcoming events in
the city. DeAnna Weeden, critically acclaimed jazz singer performed a rendition of Aretha’s,
Natural Woman hit from 1967.
Nationally known Celebrity
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Hip Hop Airbrush Artist, Fel’le created a large painting of The Queen
of Soul live as attendees looked on.
Fel’le is famous for creating amazing paintings in 2 hours or less. The
painting was auctioned and proceeds
donated to a cause selected by the
Franklin family along with a portion of all proceeds from the event.
Guests had the opportunity
to take home a personalized caricature portrait by professional
sketch artist, Darrell Swift and souvenir photos, and sing their favorite Aretha songs during karaoke.
Women’s Informal Network
is a 501©3 non-profit organization founded in 1992 by Patricia A.
Cole. The mission of the organization is to promote the growth and
development of African American
Women in metropolitan Detroit.
See video tribute at: womensinformalnetwork.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

O’Hair Park Community Association Celebrates

Historic Pitcher Elementary School

T

he O’Hair Park Community Association along with alumni and
residents celebrated Historic
Pitcher Elementary School on October
6th of this year. The school named after
Dr. Zina Pitcher, was built in 1928 and
was located at 19779 Stahelin Avenue
near the corner of Pembroke Avenue,
on Detroit’s north west side.
Dr. Pitcher was an American
physician, politician, educator, and academic administrator. He was a president of the American Medical Association, a two-time mayor of Detroit, and a
member of the Board of Regents of the
University of Michigan.
The most prominent feature of
Pitcher Elementary School was its gorgeous Pewabic Pottery glazed-tile, mosaic-styled, floral designs throughout
the school’s façade, interior and inside
the auditorium.
Over the years due to drastic decrease in enrollment and low performance, it was evident that Pitcher Elementary School was in deep trouble. In
2006, Pitcher Elementary School was
forced to close its doors for good.
Pitcher School is part of the
O’Hair Park Community Association

established in 2012. In 1947, Joseph
and Helen Holtzman donated 78 acres
of land, later named in honor of Mrs.
Willis Watts O’Hair, a founder of the

OHPCA’s mission is
strengthening the O’Hair
Park Neighborhood to
become a community
where people choose
to live. OHPCA seeks to
build pride and engage
community members
through activities and
services.
Detroit Recreation Commission at the
beginning of the 20th century. Pitcher
Woods, 20 acres inside the park, was
also named for Dr. Zina Pitcher.
The O’Hair Park Community Association (OHPCA) is comprised of
volunteers who work, worship or live
within one square mile of Northwest
Detroit. The square mile consists of an
80-acre park and approximately 2500
homes. OHPCA’s mission is strength-

ening the O’Hair Park Neighborhood
to become a community where people
choose to live. OHPCA seeks to build
pride and engage community members
through activities and services.
OHPCA’s initial focus was on
restoring this neighborhood and park
through cleanup activities in collaboration with local and national organizations. While maintaining and sustaining the park and neighborhood will
continue to be an important aspect of
the work of O’Hair Park Community
Association, OHPCA is now focusing on restoring vacant homes and
land.
The celebration of historic Pitcher Elementary School was organized
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by OHPCA to remember the school’s
legacy. It was a top performing school
in its day with an average of 700 students from pre-kindergarten through
sixth grade. Many of the residents
in the area had children, grandchildren or they themselves attended the
school.
Currently, OHPCA has 187 registered members, of which fifty are
businesses and 137 members are individuals. There are over 16 block leaders. In six years OHPCA has strengthened the community by working with
the City of Detroit for additional
playground equipment, engaged residents-to implement block/street leader
concept within the square mile; grew
paid association membership; secured
funding for two part-time community organizers and created a welcome
to the neighborhood package for each
new resident. There will be a concentrated effort to continue our goals for
2018 and beyond.
For more information on the O’Hair
Park Community Association, please
visit: www.ohairpark.com

EYE ON MEDIA

Political Campaign Commercials, Funeral home scandals
and viral videos dominate the news and internet
CHARLENE
MITCHELL-RODGERS

Watching television and listening to the radio is not as relaxing or
entertaining as it used to be. Even
browsing Facebook can be a headache. Regardless of your political
affiliation, the endless stream of
TV and Radio ads from candidates
bashing each other has become absolutely exhausting. Hopefully the

as they say in Hollywood, “the show
must go on”, and it has. The script
writers actually had Rosanne’s character die from an opioid overdose.
Ouch! The original cast members,
John Goodman, Sara Gilbert and
Laurie Metcalf mourned the loss
of their mother figure, in the first
episode and kept the show moving. So much for Roseanne running
her big foul mouth. Girl Bye!

cal drama that copies off of similar
shows. Next up, ABC’s A Million
Little Things. It is being com-

NEW SHOW TO KEEP AN
EYE ON - ALL AMERICAN
ON THE CW
The plot centers on the real
life story of Super Bowl Champion linebacker Spencer Paysinger. On the show, Actor Dan Ezra’s
character is recruited to play football at the elite Beverly Hills, CA.
High School. The problem is residency. He has to move in with his
coach played by actor Taye Diggs.

pared to the very successful NBC
show; This is Us, without having what it takes to be a hit.

mid-term elections will have ended
when you receive this publication.
New fall programming is here, and
from my personal point of view, there
is not much really exciting.
MOST HIGHLY RATED
PREMIER OF A NETWORK
SHOW - THE CONNORS
ON ABC
This blue collar comedy is actually a re-boot of the old Rosanne
Show which starred actress Roseanne Barr. It was re-written without
her character after she was criticized for some racist rants. The actress lost her lucrative contract, but

The focus is on football, but the
underlying plot explores the differences of families from different socioeconomic backgrounds.
Airs on Wednesdays at 8pm.
THE WORST NEW TV SHOWS
ACCORDING TO BUSINESS
INSIDER
I am not sure how these television watchdogs come up with
their theories, but since they study
the shows more than I do, I’ll give
you the skinny on what they deem
as really bad television. First off,
NBC’s New Amsterdam. Nothing
original here. Just another medi-
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LOCAL RADIO NEWS TIDBITS
- URBAN ONE, 910AM SUPERSTATION
A big surprise to many metro
Detroit radio listeners was the sale
of WCHB AM 1200. The company formerly known as Radio One
is now called Urban One. The station’s popular Monday through Fri-

POPULAR SHOW CANCELLED SHOW - LUKE CAGE
ON
NETFLIX
Fans of the popular Marvel
series are outraged and Netflix is
being bombarded with complaints.
Despite the high ratings of this
show featuring a black superhero, the network claims that a dispute with the writers is forcing it
to stop production. I take this to

day morning talk show host Mildred
Gaddis was moved to the company’s sister station WDMK 105.9
FM. It now airs one day a week
on Sundays from 8-10am. The talk
show star has been named Director
of Community Affairs for all three
Urban One Detroit stations.
Meanwhile, over on the 910AM
dial, the constantly evolving array
of personalities now includes Detroit’s Social Metro founder and

mean that the writers want to be
paid more money and Netflix isn’t
bending. This is the second Marvel show to be cancelled. Iron
Fist was also sent to the chopping
block. Netflix is owned by parent company, Disney Corporation.
Maybe the Mickey Mouse channel
will find a way to resurrect these
popular shows. Luke Cage remains the #1 selling Marvel comic
books for collectors and fans.

Fashion Expert Chuck Bennett.
Known for his association with
the rich and famous, his new radio
show, “Happy Hour” airs Mon-Fri
from 5-7pm. The discussions center on celebrity news, social events,
great food and libations. Chuck
seems quite comfortable behind
the mic in the driver’s seat.
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“A Love Supreme” A Celebration of Black Love
Through Music

T

by Lauren Stovall

ony & Vanessa Stovall celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on Sunday August 26, 2018.
Spinning Love was the theme for the
couple as they celebrated with friends
and family dressed in all white at Griot Music Lounge. A celebration of love
through music. Their 3 daughters (Rana,
Lauren and Tonie) planned the celebration for this milestone year in a way
that captured the essence of the occasion
and was reminiscent of their parents 40
years of marriage and life together.
Griot Music Lounge is a quaint
place, a special place and a gem in the city
of Detroit. Griot Music Lounge opened its
doors 2 years ago. The nostalgic music cafe
specializes in spinning vinyl from Founder and Partner Jonathon Taylor’s personal collection of 20,000+ records.
Perhaps the most quintessential
place in the city of Detroit to acknowledge
the union of a couple like Tony and Vanessa. Both, Detroit natives; Tony from the
East side, a proud graduate of Southeastern High School and Vanessa, from West

Side, a very proud graduate of Cass Technical High School. They said their vows
in the garden on Belle Isle In 1978.
To look back and listen to albums of
their lives together, you would see a life
filled with adventure, travel, and a foundation of family and an adoration of friendships that extend throughout the course of
their 40 years of marriage. An old fashioned kind of life and love that can be read
about in books or depicted in black and
white movies or told through song.
A Griot is a West African storyteller,
singer, musician, and oral historian. The
Griots are the ones with the good memory. They are the ones who tell the stories to
other people. The Griot keeps records of
all the births, deaths, marriages through the
generations of the village or family.
On this day “The Detroit Griot”
(Jonathon Taylor) told the musical story
of Tony & Vanessa’s marriage spanning
40 years over a state of the art sound
system and original vinyl records. He
played classic selections of the 70’s for
guests to enjoy: Donny Hathaway,

Baby Rana, Tony and Vanessa

Donald Byrd, Earth Wind and
Fire, John Coltrane & Duke Ellington “Sentimental Mood” , John Coltrane & Johnny Hartman “My One
and Only Love” to name a few and
ended the night with some Aretha
Franklin “You’re All I Need,” a perfect serenade for the occasion.
Griot Music Lounge was able to
compliment not just the sentiment of love
through the spinning of music but also
the intimate space demonstrated love as
the supreme unifying principle of life,
expressed through laughter, joyful tears,
hugs and embraces. It was the force of love

that gathered friends and family together
for a time of celebration and acknowledgement of A Love Supreme- Marriage.
Tony & Vanessa Stovall said the
key to their 40 year marriage is; They
still like each other, They still enjoy
each other’s time, They are still best
friends and they still dance together.
Notes to one another:
“Vanessa My Queen, My Love.
My Ride or Die Girl!!,” Tony Stovall
“Tony, My King! Somehow we have
made this thing work...Glory to God!,”
Vanessa Stovall

Get an "A+" in SMART Advertising
SMART “AD” VANTAGES
1. Reaches over 150,000 readers bi-monthly.
2. Distributed in over 150 locations.

A+

3. Competitive advertising rates.
4. Read by decision makers including business owners,
corporate managers, and diversity leaders.
5. Provides targeted demographics for consumers to support
Black owned and other minority owned businesses.
6. Business profiles provide business owners a forum to share
experience and expertise in their chosen professions.
7. Provides business news, expert advice and resource information
from city, state, and national agencies.
8. Reaches thousands across the state of Michigan and nationally
with positive Black role models
9. Provides marketing and advertising strategies to promote your business.
10. Provides promotional programs for increased sales and profitability.

Call 313-268-3523 Today!
www.detroitsmartpages.com
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LIVING WITH VITILIGO

2018 Vitiligo International Symposium

D

r. Hamzavi and Dr. Lim
are excited to bring The
2018 Vitiligo International Symposium to Detroit on November 9-10, 2018! The Vitiligo
International Symposium (VIS) was
created to gather
world experts to
explore clinical,
scientific information and patient needs. The
Scientific Committee, a distinILTEFAT H.
guished
panel of
HAMZAVI, M.D.
experts specialized
in Vitiligo, is assembling an exciting
scientific program that will cover
aspects of basic science to clinical
and therapeutic applications.

Vitiligo is a skin disease
caused by the destruction of the
melanin (skin pigment) cells. In
this condition, due to combination
of less-well understood processes
(primarily autoimmunity) the normal skin starts
losing pigments
from
various
parts of the
body, at variable
speeds and extent depending
on the individuHENRY W. LIM, M.D.
al.
Vitiligo
sufferers are observed all over
the world, in every community
and impacting every nationality.
An estimated 1-2% of Americans

have Vitiligo according to a survey
made by the American Academy of
Dermatology. Males and females
are affected equally, inclusive of
children and may appear at any
age.
VStrong, the Southeastern
Michigan Vitiligo Support Group
founded by Lee Thomas of FOX2
and Dr. Lim of Henry Ford Hospital ten years ago, is the only
support group in this area that provides resource information, professional workshops and emotional support to patients living with
Vitiligo on a daily basis. “There
are people who don’t leave their
homes because they have this disease,” said Lee Thomas, nationally
known author of the book, “Turn-

S M A R T H E A LT H C H O I C E S

ing White.” The emotional support
we provide is much needed, and I
truly believe one day soon there
will be a cure.”
Most people do not know
what Vitiligo patients live with on
a daily basis, especially children
who have to go through their entire
lives feeling different and being
treated differently in a lot of cases.
The medical impact of having Vitiligo can be devastating as topical
medications have become very expensive even in generic form.
There will be a special session on Saturday, the 10th for patients including a panel discussion
and question and answer portion.
For more information, please visit
www.vis2018.org. FacebookVSTtrong/v-Strong

The Sweet and Powerful Properties of Sage

I

must admit, sage is one of my favorite herbs. Why? It’s because sage contains nutrients that improve health and
have been used for centuries to maintain
physical and mental wellbeing. Herbalists from around
the world have
used sage for the
healing of sickness
and the strengthening of youth. Sage
has served as a
preventive against
LATRICIA WRIGHT plagues, colds and
flu. The Indians
used sage to ward off evil spirits and
the Romans had elaborate rituals, all
which held sage in high esteem.
In medieval times, sage was called
“Salvia Salvatrix” which means “sage,
the savior.” This is because it was one
of the primary ingredients of the “Four
Thieves Vinegar,” a blend used by thieves
to ward off the bubonic plague.
Why the fuss? Well maybe it’s because sage is a powerhouse within the
herb family; a true champion for internal and external use. The list of benefits
reads like a rock solid resume consisting
of remedies with healing powers.
Here are five of the documented effects
of sage:
1. Immune System Regulator
Sage has immune-modulating properties.

better in the lungs, preventing congestion in the bronchioles or other airway
passages.
5. Reduces Inflammation
If you have a sore throat or laryngitis
grab the sage as it may reduce spasms of
the chest and digestive tract.

This means that if your immune system
is sluggish, sage may stimulate immunity; if your immune system was overactive, sage may help slow it down to normal speed.
2. Cell Life Extender
Sage protects blood cells from normal
cell death, extending the lives of the
cells.
3. Enhances Foods
When added to beef patties, sage increased the antioxidant content of the
beef patty both before and after digestion.
Once the meat was digested, there was a
significant increase in cellular reduced
glutathione content, indicating that sage
was bioactive in the body and kept glutathione antioxidant levels up.
4.Asthma Herb
The herb sage is used in Trinidad as an
herbal remedy for asthma. Other cultures
include sage for respiratory illnesses.
Sage is believed to get the fluids moving

www.detroitsmartpages.com

Herbalists from
around the world have
used sage for the
healing of sickness
and the strengthening
of youth.
Many people only think of sage
during Thanksgiving but with all the benefits, why not start using sage a lot more
often? Herbs are a low calorie way to add
zest to your meals. Add finely chopped
fresh or dried sage to tomato sauce, soup,
and vegetable or pasta dishes.
Another way to add more sage in
your diet is to infuse it in raw honey. Add
a handful of fresh or dried sage leaves to
honey, cover and steep for five days to
allow the flavors to mingle. Strain and
enjoy. For sore throats, add one teaspoon
of the infused honey to a cup of hot water
or tea several times during the day.
Sage can also be used as a throat
gargle. Steep 1 tablespoon dried sage
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leaves in 8 ounces of boiling water for
5 minutes. Strain and add a pinch of
salt. Let mixture cool to room temperature then use as a gargle. Herbs are
a great way to give your health, meals
and taste buds a boost. For more information or to purchase quality herbs and
spices visit www.olive-seed.com.
Please note, sage is generally
considered safe for everyone. However,
large amounts of sage are contraindicated in pregnancy. It can dry up the flow
of milk during lactation and should be
avoided unless preparing to wean.
CONTACT INFO:
Latricia Wright
313-757-0993 or email
vitality@olive-seed.com
Visit her website at
www.olive-seed.com/blogs/news

COMMUNITY NEWS

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services Wins National
Acclaim Local Media Provide Newsworthy Coverage

K

emp Funeral Home in Southfield, MI has been awarded the
prestigious 2018 “Pursuit of
Excellence Award” from the National
Association of Funeral Directors. This
award is based on outstanding service
to the families it serves. It is a hallmark
for funeral homes that are committed to
providing exceptional service to grieving
families.
Kemp has been awarded this high
honor for adhering to the highest ethical
and professional standards that are required and expected from the industry.
Funeral Director, and owner of Kemp
Funeral home, Stephen R. Kemp, Sr. is
proud of this honor after 33 years in the
business.

“I am humbled by this award,
and I take my responsibilities as a
funeral director very seriously. Every family is important. Every service we plan is making sure it is what
families expect. Our staff members
are compassionate and detail oriented. For me, being a funeral director
is a ministry that I have been called
into. I feel an obligation to serve
the community not just in times of
death, but with outreach programs
designed to educate families before
their time of need”.
Stephen R. Kemp, Sr.

Following extreme violations at
two Detroit funeral homes, members
of the local media reached out to Stephen R. Kemp, Sr. for credible information on the legal responsibilities
of funeral homes once they accept
the deceased into their facilities. It is
a subject that few like to discuss, but
one that has been in the forefront of
the news. Kemp obliged with several
television and radio interviews.

He told WXYZ-TV that the
problems at the two (now closed) funeral homes never should have happened. He noted that many times
families without funds abandon their
deceased loved ones, but the funeral

Kemp Funeral Home
holds free seminars
on the 4th Thursday of
each month at 6:30pm
in the conference room
of the facility located at
24585 Evergreen Road
in Southfield.
director still has an obligation to notify proper authorities, or assume the
cost of burial or cremation.
Kemp Funeral Home celebrated
its 1st Anniversary at its new, modern facility in August of this year,
and already the name has become
synonymous with excellence. It is
a family-owned and operated business. Wife, Jacquie Lewis-Kemp is
the business manager, while their

son Stephen R. Kemp II has recently completed his degree in mortuary
science from Wayne State University.
Kemp is the first and only 100% African American-owned funeral home in
Southfield, MI.
“The citizens of Metro Detroit
have been overwhelmingly kind to
us, and we certainly appreciate the
opportunity to help families in every
way we can. Our seminars help you
to prepare before your family’s time
of need, so that it is less stressful
when the time arrives”.

Kemp Funeral Home holds free
seminars on the 4th Thursday of each
month at 6:30pm in the conference
room of the facility located at 24585
Evergreen Road in Southfield.
The seminars include of experts
that cover estate planning, probate
law, life insurance, home healthcare,
hospice, and pre-planning. The public is invited to attend.
For more information call
248-702-KEMP (5367) or visit the
website at www.kempfuneralhome.
com

19th Annual Rainbow PUSH Global Automotive Summit
“Defining The Critical Path For Ethnic Minority Growth”

T

he Rainbow PUSH/CEF Automotive Project, an initiative of
the Citizenship Education Fund,
convenes for its 19th Annual Rainbow PUSH Global Automotive Summit, November 1-2, 2018 at the Motor City Casino Hotel and Conference
Center in Detroit, Michigan.
The purpose of this year’s theme,
“Defining The Critical Path For Ethnic Minority Growth,” is to help guide
automotive manufacturers toward implementing specific strategies and initiatives that bolster economic parity for
people of color. It is Rainbow PUSH’s
intent to encourage auto companies to
move beyond talking about diversity and
inclusion and focus more on how those
goals can be sustainably achieved.

“Our presence in the automotive
industry is vitally necessary for the advancement of minority suppliers, dealers
and other professional vendors,” Rev.
Jesse Jackson Sr. said, president and
founder of Rainbow PUSH. “We plan to
work with automakers to develop concrete goals and timetables, as we collectively define the critical path for ethnic
minority growth. With the integration of
technology in the automotive industry
and advancement of mobility, minority
suppliers and automakers must adjust
their game plans accordingly.”
The Summit has become the largest auto industry conference for people
of color. More than 500 automotive executives, entrepreneurs, auto suppliers,
auto dealers, manufacturers, consumers,
government and elected officials and students will participate in the Summit.
Throughout the day there will be
concurrent panel discussions focusing
on supplier diversity, minority-owned
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dealerships, advertising & marketing,
human resources and professional services. Each panel will focus on improving
equality and diversity within every component of the automotive industry.
Highlighted speakers include:
• Brian Smith, Chief Operating Officer,
Hyundai Motor America
• Heath Holtz, Senior Vice President,
Nissan North America
• Scott Thiele, Chief Purchasing Officer,
FCA Global
• Lisa Materazzo, V.P. Marketing
Communications, Toyota Motor North
America
• and others
The Global Automotive Summit also
conducts a survey of the 12 largest automakers as a means to gauge their commitment to diversity. Each company’s performance is measured in key areas including
employment, philanthropy, supplier diversity, minority dealer development and
marketing/advertising. The findings are
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compiled in the Automotive Diversity
Scorecard and companies are graded using
a scoring system comprised of red, yellow,
and green. Each color is defined as:
• Red: Diversity initiatives and investments are non-existent or disclosed
• Yellow: Shows some indication of
diversity
• Green: Shows some ethnic
diversity proficiency and alignment to
best practices
The Automotive Diversity Scorecard
will be revealed during the Summit’s
press conference scheduled for Friday,
November 2, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the
MCC2 Room. For more information,
please visit www.automotiveproject.org.
Media Contacts:
John Graves
313-674-0304
prnetworksinc@gmail.com

Lavonia Perryman
313-404-0977
lavoniaperryman@gmail.com

COMMUNITY NEWS

Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S. Celebrates 10th Anniversary in
Downtown Detroit: Empowering Women to Embrace their
Inner Beauty at the Real Women Like Us – Redefining our
Beauty Luncheon: November 16, 2018

F

or the past 9 years, Positive
S.I.S.T.E.R.S. hosted its annual Real Women Like Us event in
Southfield, MI at the Shriner’s Silver Gardens. This year, Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S.
invites its guest to the heart of the City
of Detroit to celebrate its 10 Year Legacy of empowering women.
In 2008, the Dove’s Campaign
for Real Beauty launched a nationwide
challenge to help 5 million girls develop
self-esteem skills by the year 2010. Kimle Nailer accepted the challenge and began mentoring young girls from her community. After volunteering, Ms. Nailer
soon discovered that many of the women
she encountered were in need of the same
support; to feel good about their physical
appearances as their daughters. Having
shared a similar experience of being challenged by low self-esteem, she began the
Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S. movement.
On November 16, 2008, Positive
S.I.S.T.E.R.S. launched its inaugural
Real Women Like Us – Redefining our
Beauty Fashion Show Luncheon to give
women an opportunity to see that Beauty comes in all shapes, sizes, ages and
colors. The event drew over 35 women who volunteered to be the models
in the fashion show to help share this
message of “Real Beauty”. From size
0 to 26, and early teens to age 79, these
women of Hispanic, Black, White and
Asian descent joined together in sisterhood to reclaim their power and express
their true inner essence of beauty.
The annual event became a fundraiser to support women, teen girls, and
disadvantaged youth with self-esteem
building services. During the recession
when donations and sponsorships severely declined, the proceeds of this
event were designated for Alternative
for Girls to support their work in assisting young girls. Past speakers at this
event have included the Mayor of Southfield, Brenda Lawrence, now Congresswoman, Dr. Marilyn French-Hubbard,
Elizabeth Atkins, host of MI Healthy
Mind on TV20 and the real Coach Carter, whose life was portrayed by Samuel
Jackson in the Coach Carter movie.
Over
the
years,
Positive
S.I.S.T.E.R.S. has provided coaching services and hosted workshops to build pos-

KIMLE NAILER

itive self-awareness for women to pursue
excellence, personally and professionally.
Because women have the widest range of
influence to empower our children, families and communities, it’s imperative that
they are confident individually and find
empowerment through sisterhood, instead
of comparing themselves to each other
to define their essence of beauty.

We can’t afford to witness such disparity in a
city being raved as the
“Come Back City” and
“City of Revitalization”,
without developing
solutions that ensure
there is economic justice for all residents.
Following the momentum of the
1st Women’s Convention held a year
ago at Cobo Center here in Detroit, Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S. is uniting women and
fostering leadership to collaboratively
address the social injustices of water
rights, gentrification, home loss, fair
wages, affordable healthcare, threats to
the environment, safety of our children
from police brutality, mass incarceration, reproductive rights, accessibility of
child care, housing and fair treatment of
immigrants and many other concerns impacting communities everywhere.
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Women from all walks of life have
benefited from the services offered by
Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S and achieved
amazing results in their lives. One successful client followed her dream to
launch the Goddess Retreats, and also
created a T-Shirt line, “I Am Evidence”
that became the official brand for an
HBO documentary that exposed the
neglect of rape kit testing nationally.
Another entrepreneur, with a virtual assistance program, stepped out of her
comfort zone to follow her dream to work
with youth, and created the non-profit, S.O.Y., Saving Our Youth. This action connected her with other speakers
that led her to co-authoring a book with
Les Brown and George Fraser.
Our day of celebration is filled with
H.O.P.E. - Helping Our People Excel –
and will host empowering speakers and
entertainers. Our featured panelists include Asia Denson, CEO of Denson Construction Services and Zeke Johnson, The
Real Estate Man, a panel of millennials
that will be teaching innovative concepts
for economic stability leveraging the vast
availability of real estate in Detroit.
To encourage leadership, political
activist China Cochran, a recent candidate
for State Representative District 3 will be
sharing insights from her journey of pursuing an elected office, and understanding the importance of holding officials
accountable to represent the concerns of
their districts. The roster will also include Joey Comb, the newly elected first
Black Woman Union President for SEIU
Local 517M, speaking on economic security for many workers in our city.
In the city of Detroit, more than
70% of households are headed by single
women, and 45% of those women are
living below the poverty line, creating
challenging conditions for their families.
We can’t afford to witness such disparity
in a city being raved as the “Come Back
City” and “City of Revitalization”, without developing solutions that ensure there
is economic justice for all residents.
A special introduction of The
D.I.V.A. Project Detroit, which is a call
for 10,000 Black Women collaborating together for economic empowerment to transform communities across
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the city, is the next initiative of Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S. and will be presented by founder Kimle Nailer.
We will also enjoy musical selections by Duane Parham, spoken word
artists and DJ Smooth C to provide a full
day of celebration for the 10th Anniversary of Positive S.I.S.T.E.R. which will
include special 55th Birthday festivities
for the founder, Kimle Nailer on Saturday, November 17, 2018 from 11:00 am
– 5:00 pm at Cobo Center, 1 Washington Blvd, Detroit. Doors open at 10:30
am, so join us for a day full of empowerment, entertainment and celebration.
To learn more, visit www.positivesisters.com or call 313-402-4997.
About Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S
Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S. was founded
by Kimle Nailer, a Life Coach and Strategist. She deems herself the Self-Esteem
Builder and Advocate for Mentoring. She
is the recipient of the State of Michigan
Governor’s Service Award, Mentor of the
Year, and has received numerous business awards throughout her career. She
is a mentor, speaker and contributing author to several best-selling books, inspiring youth and women with life-skills to
win and find their Soul’s mission.
Kimle Nailer speaks at schools, colleges and women’s events nationally and
encourages women to unite to Rediscover
the Power of Sisterhood. As professional women and business owners, we can
prepare the next generation to collaborate
for greater impact in transforming in our
cities and communities. Her organization
offers life coaching, mentoring and personal development services to transform
women into powerful leaders; able to create powerful impact in our world.
You can learn more about the Positive
S.I.S.T.E.R.S. organization by visiting
their website at www.positivesisters.
com
Contact info:
Kimle Nailer
Positive S.I.S.T.E.R.S.
Self-Improvement Simply
Takes Education, Redevelopment
& Sincerity
(313) 402-4997
info@positivesisters.com
www.positivesisters.com

Family Centered Home
Healthcare Services, Inc.
(248) 342-0584 / julie@fchhc.com / www.fchhc.com
Julie Wash / Owner

Our goal is to satisfy your specific needs all while maintaining
dignity and overall well being in the comfort of your own home

Quality Care bridging the gap
between comfort and
independence

•

Hospice / Comfort Care

•

Certified Nursing Assistants

•

24 hour 7 day Service

•

Home Health Aides / Sitters

•

Bonded & Insured

•

Light housekeeping

•

Concierge Services

•

Medication reminders

•

Caring companionship

•

Assistance bathing & dressing

•

Meal planning and preparation

•

Household Administration

•

Errands & Transportation

•

And much more...

WE NOW OFFER BOOKKEEPING AND TAX SERVICES

ELE - PEAGLER, LLC
Bookkeeping and Tax Preparation Consultation

“Everything Financial”

248-356-6555 Office | 248-763-9114 Direct
www.elewealth.com

One-on-One Personalized Service

Call Now to Schedule Your Appointment
Tax Season is Quickly Approaching
www.detroitsmartpages.com

248.356.6555
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“TELL A FRIEND”

EMAIL DPEAGLER@ELEWEALTH.COM

 Advice

 Tax Services
 Electronic Filing
 Bookkeeping
 Payroll Consultation
 Quick Books
Securities offered through ELE Wealth Advisors, member FINRA. Advisory
services offered through ELE Advisory Services, LLC. ELE Wealth Advisors and
ELE Advisory Services, LLC are affiliated through common ownership and control.

ELE - PEA
18700 W. 1
Southfield,

Schaefer

14541 Schaefer
Detroit, MI 48227
SELF-STORAGE 313.272.2300

Lyndon

NO STRAIGHT
PARTY VOTING!!!

VOTE
for individual Candidates
You must

Tuesday,
November 6th
VOTE YES ON
PROPOSAL 2

