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Black History is American History

JESSE EUGENE RUSSELL
Jesse Eugene Russell, aka the Father
of the Cellphone, is a Black inventor trained
in electrical engineering. A graduate of Tennessee State University, Russell became
the first graduate of an HBCU to be hired by
AT&T Bell Labs. He went on to receive his
MS in Electrical Engineering from Stanford
and became an expert in digital signal
processing. During his time at AT&T he
suggested taking the car phone more on the
go and putting one in every hand.
This technology took over four years to
perfect. But finally in 1988, Russell released
the first digital cellular system to the world.
Currently, Russell holds over 75 patents in
digital cellular technologies, including but
not limited to: the mobile data telephone,
the base station for mobile radio telecommunications systems, & the broadband
cable telephony network architecture IP ITN
network architecture reference model, etc.
In 2000, Russell left Bell Labs to become
the CEO of incNETWORKS, which is one of
the leaders in MicroLTE product platforms
for 4G devices.

DR. PATRICIA BATH

JAMES WEST

Born in Harlem, New York, on November 4, 1942, Patricia Bath became the first
African American to complete a residency
in ophthalmology in 1973. Two years later,
she became the first female faculty member in the Department of Ophthalmology at
UCLA’s Jules Stein Eye Institute. In 1976,
Bath co-founded the American Institute
for the Prevention of Blindness, which
established that “eyesight is a basic human
right.”
In 1986, Bath invented the Laserphaco Probe, improving treatment for
cataract patients. The device created a
less painful and more precise treatment
of cataracts. She patented the device in
1988, becoming the first African-American
female doctor to receive a medical patent.
(She also holds patents in Japan, Canada
and Europe.) With her Laserphaco Probe,
Bath was able to help restore the sight of
individuals who had been blind for more
than 30 years.

James West is a U.S. inventor and
professor who, in 1962, developed the
electret transducer technology later used in
90 percent of contemporary microphones.
Born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, on
February 10, 1931, James West attended
Temple University before working for Bell
Labs.
Along with Gerhard M. Sessler, he
developed the foil electret microphone, an
inexpensive, compact device that is now
used in 90 percent of all contemporary
microphones.
A prolific writer as well, West has more
than 250 patents and became a professor
at Johns Hopkins University. “If I had a
screwdriver and a pair of pliers, anything
that could be opened was in danger,” West
would later recollect. “I had this need to
know what was inside.” He knew he wanted
to pursue his interest in science academically, though his parents were concerned about
future job prospects for an African-American
scientist, due to the racism and Jim Crow
laws of the South. They preferred for him to
become a physician.

In honor of Black History Month, Smart Pages noted a few extraordinary people who have made all our lives better. Please use this sampling as
a reminder of the dedication, sacrifices and contributions Blacks have made in this country and continue to make. Some of the names and faces,
you will recognize and others you may not know. Pgs 19-20.
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Instore Valentine’s,
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Specials!
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Join us for an evening of stimulating conversation based
on the concepts from his recently released revised best seller,

“New Visions For Black Men”
at the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American
History, General Motors Theatre.
His analysis of
the social, political, psychological
and spiritual concerns of African
Americans speaks
to the
shared issues
NA’IM AKBAR Ph.D.
Of all humanity
during these uncertain and confusing
times. Dr. Akbar will share his vision
of all Black Men and Black Women
And humanity as a whole growing
and improving themselves.

Sunday, February 4, 2018

- ADMISSION IS FREE!
Detroit Unity Temple - 10:00 a.m.
17505 2nd Ave
Detroit, Mi 48203
313-345-4848
Rev. Gregory Guice and First Lady Francine Guice, JD

Tuesday February 6th - 7 p.m. (Doors open at 6 p.m.)

The Charles H. Wright Museum
315 E. Warren Ave
Detroit, MI 48201
313-494-5800
ADMISSION - $25.00
(includes a signed copy of Dr. Akbar’s book)

Tickets or a copy of the book can be purchased at:
ELE Wealth, 18700 W. Ten Mile Rd., Southfield, MI • 48075, 248-356-6555
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F E AT U R E A R T I C L E

Abeni Nazeer, The Baltimore Princess making her mark in a
male dominated field

A

beni Nazeer has carved out
a path in a career mainly dominated by her male
counterparts in the music industry. Abeni has proven that she can
wear all the hats including taking
the right shots, creative director,
and videographer, behind the scenes
for a successful video production.
Abeni’s roots are in Detroit
where her parents lived before moving to Lansing, Michigan where she
was born. The family then moved to
Baltimore, Maryland when she was
a young girl and her natural talents
began to emerge early as an abstract
and figurative artist when she had
her first art showing at 7 years old.
Years later Abeni picked up a
camera and soon realized there was
much more to just taking pictures.
She realized that with every picture
she took, there was a story behind
the scene more compelling than
just the faces on the photo. This
was the beginning of her journey
into the visual and creative world
of the hip-hop scene in Baltimore.
In an interview with Jay Holz
of DTLR Radio in Baltimore, Jay
asked Abeni, what is it like being
the only female director on the Bal-

timore hip-hop scene? “Being a female director on the Baltimore hiphop scene is very unique because
many girls don’t play such a needed
and mandatory role. My city’s hiphop industry is full of men, driven
by men, so it feels great to contribute some estrogen. The city named
me Baltimore’s Princess. The guys
respect me and the ladies respect
me for creating a lane for us”.
Holz, “Abeni has solidified
herself as one of the top videographers in the city. 2017 was a
big year for the talented director and she has plans of making
2018 even bigger and better”.
At the young age of 26, Abeni manages a crew of up to 20 on
some shoots, maintains a professional atmosphere and produces

www.detroitsmartpages.com

high quality videos that are high in
demand. She is motivated by her
family who often works with her
on locations and the desire to make
a difference in the lives of others.
Abeni works out of Baltimore,
Miami, Los Angeles and Atlanta.
Some of her clients include Debra
Antney Founder and CEO of Mizay
Entertainment, an Atlanta-based
management company with clients including Gucci Mane, Nicki
Minaj and French Montana, Kevin Liles, an American record executive and co-founder and CEO
of 300 Entertainment, Bizarre of
EMINEM fame and Sonny Digital,
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record producer/artist and thousands of up and coming artists.
Upcoming projects include
The “10 Series”, 10 urban short
stories, “We One”, comedy /
drama and a Gentrification series based on neighborhoods
going
through
gentrification.
Abeni, “In 2018, I want to
have an all girls film crew created by me, Comret Rebela, smart
sexy radical women at work, getting along, uplifting each other and making money together”.
You can reach out to Abeni at
410-215-6162 or: @abeninazeer, @
directorabeninazeer or email her at:
abeninazeer@gmail.com.
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PUBLISHER’S MESSAGE

Black Contributions to America are Endless

B

lack history almost seems like
the elephant in the room when it
comes to acknowledging the accomplishments and contributions Blacks
have made to the
building, well-being,
and safety of this
country. Black History is a 365 day educational experience.
Very few acknowledge
that
Black
Africans
apBEVERLY SMITH
pear to have made the
most contacts to the new world before
Columbus. During the 19th and 20th centuries, several scholars wrote books and
articles about this subject and urged the
academic world to change primary and
secondary curricula across the country to
reflect the great contributions of African
people to early America. Unfortunately,
such pleas fell on deaf ears; so each October our children are still being taught the
myth that Columbus discovered America.
The best evidence of the Black
presence in America before Columbus
comes from the pen of Columbus himself. In his Journal of the Second Voyage, Columbus reported that when he

reached Haiti the native Americans told
him that black-skinned people had come
from the south and southeast in boats,
trading in gold-tipped medal spears. At
least a dozen other European explorers,
including Vasco Nunez de Balboa, also

transportation and entertainment industries. This Ohio inventor is credited for 61
patents, including the portable X-ray machine, the portable refrigeration unit and
the two-cycle gasoline engine and Benjamin Banneker who was a free African

Unfortunately, such pleas fell on deaf
ears; so each October our children are
still being taught the myth that Columbus
discovered America.
reported seeing or hearing of Blacks
when they reached the New World.
Blacks have been denied so much
in America that it is only fitting to deny
the fact that Columbus did not discover
America. Blacks have contributed in
every area imaginable; science, technology, aero space, engineering, refrigeration, computer science, medicine,
hair products, mathematics, chemistry,
animation, and the list goes on and on.
Blacks like Frederick Jones who
invented the ticket dispensing machine in
1943. This invention revolutionized the

American almanac author, surveyor, naturalist, and farmer. Banneker had little formal education and was largely self-taught.
He is known for being part of a group led
by Major Andrew Ellicott that surveyed
the original borders of the District of Columbia, the federal capital district of the
United States. Banneker’s knowledge
of astronomy helped him author a commercially successful series of almanacs.
Did you know that Joe Louis is more
than a heavyweight boxing champion?
He is credited for helping to end segregation in the U.S. armed forces while serv-

ing in the Army during World War II. He
fought a charity bout that raised $47,000
for the Naval Relief Society in 1942,
and he volunteered to enlist in the military the next day. After completing his
training in an all-black unit, he served in
a Special Services Division until 1945.
Did you know that in 1967, Robert Lawrence Jr. became the first African
American to be trained as an astronaut?
Unfortunately he died in a plane crash
during flight training before he could
be sent on his first space mission. Sixteen years later, Guion Bluford carried
on Lawrence’s legacy by becoming
the first African American in space.
Did you know that Jean-Baptiste
Pointe DuSable, a black man living in
the 1700s, is considered by historians
to be the first permanent resident of
Chicago? He is recorded as living in
Chicago in early 1790, but is believed
to have settled there earlier. Today, the
city boasts a school, a museum, a harbor, a park and a bridge named in his
honor. Please read pages 19 and 20
to learn more about the contributions
of Blacks that you may not know.
Contact: info@detroitsmartpages.
com or call 313-268-3523.

I N S P I R AT I O N A L C O R N E R

Strengthen your Spiritual Foundation in 2018

S

trengthen
your
Spiritual
Foundation
in
2018
This is a new year and we make
resolutions to meet the goals we set for
ourselves. As you move forward, remember to prioritize
your goals. There are
short and long-term
goals. I suggest that
you take one step at a
time to try and meet
the goals that are attainable and within
reach so you will
not get burned out.
BARBARA BRAZILE
The word opposition is getting bigger and bigger each
day, often blinding us from the reality of
what really matters, which is getting our
priorities in order so that we can develop a positive outlook and peace of mind.
However, in spite of these oppositions,
pray that your faith is strengthened so
you can recognize the reality of all things
and keep an open heart and mind. The
struggle to maintain your sanity in an insane world is not easy, and this is where
a solid spiritual foundation will help
to sustain your faith and perseverance.
Now has come a time in histo-

ry when you need to be serious about
your priorities.
Your first priority
should be to learn, know and understand the truth about our Heavenly Father and HOW He requires you to worship him, which is in spirit and in truth.
Next, should be the priority of tak-

jeopardize your life. If you need to obtain
training, then go back to school. Don’t
be too proud to let someone know that
you are broke and need help. Don’t get so
frustrated that you throw your hands up
and leave your children alone, so you can
gamble. Don’t be so willy-nilly that you

The struggle to maintain your sanity in an insane world is not
easy, and this is where a solid spiritual foundation will help to
sustain your faith and perseverance.
ing care of your family matters. Be concerned about the mental and physical stability of your children and your siblings.
Talk to them more to find out what they
are thinking or if anything is bothering
them. Become involved with your family to establish a comfort level for everyone. Developing a relationship may help
alleviate wrongdoings and fatal surprises.
Finding steady work so you can
provide food and clothing for yourself
and family should be on your list as well,
instead of hustling on the street. The job
you want may be hard to find but having a steady, legitimate income is better
than no-nonsense jobs for a temporary
fast buck that may put you behind bars or

www.detroitsmartpages.com

leave firearms laying around the house for
any child to pick up and blow their brains
out. It’s time to become responsible for
your own actions. If this is the year you
need to “grow up” and be a better parent
- then make this a daily priority reminder.
Time is moving way too fast for
foolishness. It is high time to get your
own house in order. Know the difference between tangible and intangible.
Tangible things are physical and cannot
do anything for your spiritual understanding and life. Tangible things can be
replaced. But intangible is what makes
up the substance of your life, such as
dignity, integrity, respect and foundation,
which cannot be replaced if it is lost or
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taken from you. Faith will strengthen
your spiritual foundation. Faith is like
having a strong immune system. Let
Faith be the light that guides you and
gives you strength to sustain your integrity, dignity, and respect as an individual.
In 2018 practice the cliché’ “Live
each day as if it is your last”- because we
are living in the last days…let’s face it.
Since we cannot change what has already
been written, continue to be positive,
work and grow your business and support
the small businesses. Take care of your
families, stop playing games, help one another, stop pulling apart and pull together. Learn how to give instead of taking.
In conclusion, learn the truth about
your Heavenly Father and ask that he give
you the heart to want to know him as He
really is and exists. Knowing the truth will
give you the faith you need to establish a
solid spiritual foundation and to help carry
you throughout your journey in this life.
CONTACT INFO:
Barbara Brazile
brazileenterprises@comcast.net

KEYS TO EMPLOYMENT

Take Time to Find Work that’s Meaningful to You

W

ith unemployment numbers down, it gives reason to celebrate a new
year of hopefully continued job
growth (despite the President’s
former
claims
that the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics
Jobs
Report is bogus).
If nothing else,
the U.S. unemAUNDREA
ployment rate of
BRADFORD
4.1
percent-indicates that more folks are working and seeking work, which
means
folks
believe
there
are, in fact, jobs available.

You shouldn’t spend all your
days “livin’ for the weekend.”
Most people gain fulfillment
from having a sense of purpose
about their work. If you are currently employed, consider what
value you and your work brings

One thing is for certain, employers
need employees who find value in the
positions they seek to fill.
So what do you do when
an offer comes your way? Since
you will spend about one third of
your life at work, some 90,000
hours working, you might as well
find satisfaction in your work.

to the business and its clients. Is
your customer service top notch?
Does your leadership inspire?
Does your sales savvy bolster the
bottom line? Is your expertise in
an area exceptional? It is easy to

get bogged down in the details of
performing our jobs without realizing the meaning behind the
work we perform. But take a moment to step back and look at the
overall picture and how you contribute to it. Doing so may remind you of why you took the
job in the first place-and breathe
new life into the work you do.
Another good move would be
to take advantage of tools that help
you make career choices that fit
your natural propensities. A little
time and effort upfront may payoff
in long term enjoyment in your 9
to 5. There are a host of books, online tests and resources that seek to
align your strengths with your work
life. Consider these tests suggested
by Monster.com to discover which
occupations might best fit you:
• Myers-Briggs Personality Test
• Myplan.com
• Keirsey Temperament Sorter
• Big Five
• iSeek Clusters
• 16 Personalities
• My Next Move

• Holland Code
• PI Behavioral Assessment
Your results may surprise you
or even confirm something you always knew. One thing is for certain, employers need employees
who find value in the positions
they seek to fill. So somewhere
out there is the right position
that’s designed just for you. Don’t
get distracted by compensation
packages and titles. Find a career that you will love doing for
the long haul. And this may just
be the year where you find your
road to job fulfillment. Simply get
on the road. Happy New Year!!
Share your comments, employment
news and job leads with Detroit
Smart Pages. Send an email to
info@detroitsmartpages.com. Ms.
Bradford writes, edits and proofreads reports for individuals and
businesses. Her work has appeared
in EBONY, Black Enterprise, The
Atlanta Tribune and The Atlanta
Journal Constitution. Contact her
at info@detroitsmartpages.com 0r
248-635-3101.

Winter in Detroit Downtown Markets-Your Shopping Destination

Downtown Detroit was transformed
into a Holiday shopping extravaganza when more than 30 vendors showcased their wares starting in November
and throughout the Holiday season. The
Downtown Detroit Markets proved to
be an added attraction to the many existing and new restaurants and retailers that
already provide a variety of places to go,
things to do and see and places to eat in
the downtown area. Detroit is known
for its pop-up shops and the Downtown Winter Markets were no exception.
For the first time Winter in Detroit
gave many entrepreneurs the opportunity to
showcase their products as well as provide
a destination for visitors from all over the
metro-Detroit area and the world to shop,
dine and play in the city that moves the
world. Winter in Detroit was sponsored in
part by Quicken Loans and Bedrock, LLC.
Vendors were able to extend their time
through the North American International
Auto Show and the Meridian Winter Blast.
There was something for the entire
family at this year’s Winter in Detroit.
Pop-Up Markets were located in the 1001

Woodward Building, Cadillac Square,
Capitol Park and Spirit Plaza with convenient parking and easy access for all.
Some of the markets at1001 Woodward Market included: Fly Behavior,
Solari & Co.- fine jewelry and watches,
Fly Behavior-not-so-common fashion
for the everyday influential gal, Mature
menswear, Ferne Boutique- quality women’s clothing and accessories, and Dcreated Boutique, a one-of-a-kind clothing
and accessories for babies and toddlers.
Markets in Cadillac Square included: Ashley Gold owner of an online
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jewelry business, David
Vintage- haute couture
street wear, Detroit City
Nut
Company-premium nuts, dried fruit and
snacks, Sweet Arrangements- nostalgic candy
shop specializing in homemade fudge and popcorn,
Cynt-Sational Popcorn-locally sourced, air popped,
vegan and non-GMO
popcorn, The Natural
Market-handmade bath, body and home
products, Detroit GT- hand drawn Detroit t-shirts, hats, stickers, buttons and
art, and The End Grain-goods handcrafted from wood that has been sourced
from deconstructed building in Detroit.
Capitol Park included: Greystone
Gardens- Christmas trees, handmade
wreaths, flower arrangements and garland
Occupying The Detroit Shoppe greenhouse in addition to their own Black
Vinyl- men’s outwear, and Flamingo
Vintage- vintage men’s and women’s
clothing and accessories. And in Spirit
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For the first time Winter in Detroit
gave many entrepreneurs the
opportunity to showcase their
products as well as provide a
destination for visitors from all
over the metro-Detroit area and
the world to shop, dine and play
in the city that moves the world.
Plaza was Detroit Marshmallow Co.- all
natural, Handcrafted, marshmallow-centric confections in inspired flavors.
For many of the vendors, it was their
first retail experience and they can’t wait
until next year. Many have expectations
of opening up their own brick and matar
locations. The food and beverage lounge
in Cadillac Square and the Eatori Market
in Capitol Park will remain open through
February 18th. For more information,
please visit www.wintgerindetroit.com.
Resource: www.winterindetroit.com.
Crain’s Detroit Business Photo of Tee
Kapel by Kurt Nagl/Crain’s Detroit
Busines

URBAN JOURNEYS

The Code

R

ecently
the online
black-black
punditry has vaporously alluded to a
“CODE” of Blackness that they practice regarding our
DAVID RAMBEAU civic affairs. Thus,
it is timely for me to
deliver mine to you in succinct detail.
Let’s begin with a definition of
“code” - a system of words or other symbols that provide a statutory force, principles or rules of conduct which are frequently used for the purpose of secrecy.

1. No profanity.
2. Relentless study.
3. Write more, talk less.
4. Male/female balance  
5. Listen attentively.  
6. No personal attacks.
7. Plan ahead.  
8. Have an agenda.  
9. One original, three rewrites.
10. Email and messenger,
not phone calls.
11. Transparency at all costs.  
12. Be supportive.
13. Discussion, not speeches.
14. Teams win.  
15. Winners communicate.
16. Say may I, please and
thank you.
17. Not a leader, teacher, prophet,
follower or preacher.  
18. Projects ahead of rhetoric.
19. Be like water.  
20. Relentless follow-up.
21. The journey, not the
destination.  
22. Panels, not lectures.  
23. Every breath is a prayer.
24. Organize, communicate, resist.
25. I don’t need your advice; I
need your help.
26. Don’t panic.  
27. Save your receipts.  
28. Count your change.  
29. Never run for a bus.
30. Pay your bills.  
31. Arrive 5 minutes early.
32. You can be absent, but you
can’t be late.  
33. Are your words kind, true and
productive?
34. You don’t know who you are.
35. Take one step back, then
another.  
36. Vote for yourself, not for the
candidate.  

37. Have a library card and use it.
38. Everyone on the team gets into
the game.  
39. It’s a process, not an event.
40. No legends, no icons, no celebrities.  
41. Day by day, step by step.
42. I didn’t go to kindergarten.
Please don’t try to enroll me in one
now.
43. Rituals and resumes are irrelevant. So are titles and credits.  
44. Stay in your lane.
45. 90%=A 80%=B 70%=C    
46. Complexity not simplicity.  
47. Universities are obsolete.
48. We meet every Saturday from
1 p.m. - 4 p.m. across from Belle
Isle.
49. NO-Votes don’t get counted.  
50. For, with, at.  
51. Everybody is here.  
52. No smoking.
53. You are not who you think
you are.   
54. The best relationships are
mutually and equally beneficial.
55. Start where you are. Use
what you have. Do what you can.  
56. Front up. Back-up.
57. Call first and confirm.  
58. Advertise, advertise, advertise.   
59. Life has no rewind.
60. Thoughts come, thoughts go.
61. When you finish, put the dishes
in the sink, wipe the table, put the
chairs where they belong.
62. The map is not the territory.
63. Never work  
64. Steady, incremental improvement
65. Kazi is the blackest of all.   
66. The Struggle continues.  
67. Form is content.
68. When the sun comes up,
you better be running.

(a 501c3 non-profit since 1992)
Presents

23rd Annual Women’s History Month Luncheon
Saturday, March 31, 2018
11:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.
International Banquet Center
400 Monroe Detroit, MI 48226

Keynote Speaker: Faye Nelson
Fellow, University of Michigan
Theme: Nevertheless She Persisted
Women Fighting all Forms of Discrimination
Call: 313-268-3523 (for tickets and more information)

Contact info:
David Rambeau is a free-lance writer, the
long-time producer/host of the television
program, For My People, which airs Saturday mornings at 6:30 a.m. on WKBD-TV,
Ch. 50. He is also the publisher of the Urban Theater Magazine and the facebook.
com site: Concept East Institute on FB
For more information access him
through youtube.com/projectbaitdet, his
websites: www.timbooktu.com
Comments may be sent to: David Rambeau
– facebook.com via Messenger
or 1davidrambeau@gmail.com
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Visions of You – Setting and Keeping Goals for the New Year

We’ve embarked on a new year,
which for many is a time of renewal and
new beginnings. And for many, we will
make “Resolutions” to solidify our goals
for the New Year. Unfortunately, most
of them tend to go by
the wayside due to a
lack of commitment.
This year, I offer a
different approach to
achieving your goals.
Instead of making a resolution, create a Vision Board
ELLIS LIDDELL
and make it something
tangible that you can visualize every
day. A resolution is a firm decision to
do or not do something. On the other
hand, a vision board is a pictorial display of your desires, dreams and inspirations that will become a living breathing platform to accomplish your goals.
With that said, the vision board
is not just pretty pictures cut out from
a magazine and placed on a board; it’s
your life. It needs to be nurtured and
fed; just like a baby because it’s something that will be birthed from you
if you’re serious. Before you start,
take some time to think and meditate
on what it is you want to accomplish.

What’s the purpose of a vision board
if you’re not doing anything with
it? It becomes just a piece of paper
until you make something happen.
Tips on creating and actualizing a
vision board:
1. Meditate on it daily
2. Make it visible
3. Be clear, specific and do it with
intent – don’t just say I want a new
job – Write down the specific job title
(Senior Financial Analyst)
4. Focus on 2 – 3 goals per quarter –
take the bite sized approach and set
small attainable goals and graduate
from there
There are different ways to create
vision boards. The popular method is
to get magazines and cut out pictures to
actualize what you want. However, if

For 2018, give life a
different approach
and invest in you and
don’t just visualize
your dreams and
aspirations but
actualize them.
I also recommend getting a journal to record your daily thoughts. Write
down positive affirmations, scriptures,
what you want to accomplish that day.
Consider adding pictures to your journal that inspires you. If you’re not the
pen and paper type, there are online
tools to assist you such as Evernote. I
like it because it syncs with all of your
mobile devices; making it accessible

Instead of making a resolution, create
a Vision Board and make it something
tangible that you can visualize every day.
you don’t have magazines don’t let that
deter you; you may also create an electronic vision board. You may go online
and Google electronic vision boards
to attain information on creating one.

anywhere and it’s free for up to two
devices. It makes it easy to download pictures, quotes, screenshots, etc.
In addition to utilizing a vision
board to achieve your goals; feed your

brain, feed your passion. Start building your library on positivity and in
an area of interest such as financial
literacy. What you put in is what you
get out – it all starts on the inside.
You’ll be amazed at how things will
begin to manifest in your life when
you give it focus. For 2018, give life
a different approach and invest in you
and don’t just visualize your dreams
and aspirations but actualize them.

Marcelle Gordon is the Vice
President of Securities at ELE
Wealth Management, LLC in Southfield, MI. She is also an Investment
Advisory Representative and a Principal of the firm.
Advisory Services offered
through ELE Advisory Services,
LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor. Securities offered and sold
through ELE Wealth Advisors, Inc.
ELE Advisory Services, LLC and
ELE Wealth Advisors ELE Wealth
Advisors and ELE Advisory Services, LLC are affiliated through
common ownership and control.

The depth of Detroit’s political impotency are elderly, low-income, uneducated or

M

By Bill Johnson

ichiganders will go to the polls
this year to elect a governor,
attorney general and secretary
of state. Unfortunately, the state’s largest
city will only play a cameo role in the
outcome. If recent voter participation is a
future indicator, the majority of Detroiters
will exercise their right to watch the results
from the sidelines. At no time in modern
political history has the city been more
irrelevant in determining the outcome of
this important statewide exercise. Consider, for example this historical perspective:
The 1st and 13th Congressional
Districts were once the largest voting
districts in the state. Both emerged from
reapportionment after the 1960 census
and were powerfully situated within the
borders of the city. This realignment
made Michigan the first state since Reconstruction with two black congressmen
– John Conyers and Charles C. Diggs
At the time, it was generally accepted that no statewide candidate could
win election without courting city voters
and amassing significant votes in Detroit. In the late 1970s and 1980s, former Republican Gov. Bill Milliken recognized he could survive politically by
establishing a Detroit/Lansing connection with former Democrat Mayor Cole-

man Young. Detroit, in turn, benefitted
from the relationship, which no longer
has an upside for either political party.
Today, only a portion of the 13th
Congressional District
remains in Detroit. The
13th stretches well beyond the city’s borders,
dramatically
dispersing what was once Detroit’s political muscle
BILL MIKKIKEN and influence. Detroit
is neither the first or
last stop on the candidate campaign trail.
Detroiters also lost their will to
vote. In last year’s citywide election, for
example, voter turnout
in the August primary
and November general
elections last year were
13.9 percent and 21.8
percent,
respectively.
These elections provide
evidence that the elecCOLEMAN
torate did not turn out
YOUNG
against first-term Mayor Mike Duggan, but did not turn
out in large numbers for him either.
Detroiters, though, continue to
vote with their feet. Middle-class blacks
closely followed the out-migration of
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the white middle class
to the suburbs. It is a revolt against the inability
of previous administrations to fight back the
wave of failed education, high taxes, depleted
services and gratuitous
MAYOR
and violence.
MIKE DUGGAN crime
Although
the
stampede from the city has slowed, it
still outpaces the rate of those willing to
move into Detroit. This does not bode
well for a quick fix or long-term recovery.
An overwhelming dissatisfaction
with the candidates is one reason most
discouraged voters or nonvoters give for

Although the stampede
from the city has slowed,
it still outpaces the rate of
those willing to move into
Detroit. This does not bode
well for a quick fix or longterm recovery.
their disinterest. Studies also show the
lower down the class structure one goes,
the lower the participation rate becomes.
Almost three quarters of city residents

FEBRUARY 2018 | PAGE 8

under-educated and unemployed or underemployed. Most don’t see politicians
– black or white – as essential to improving their condition. But does the voting trend transcend apathy or poverty?
Whatever the reasons, Democrat
and Republican contenders can be expected to spend the bulk of their time and
resources stumping where people are motivated more by improving their access to
the economic mainstream than propping
up the failed status quo. No one should be
deceived into thinking that the 2018 election turns on Detroit’s turnout. Upwardly
mobile voters, who make up the new breed
of urban voters, have established roots in
Oakland, Macomb and out-county Wayne.
None of this is welcome news to
Mayor Duggan or for passage of his
broad legislative and regional cooperation agenda. One thing for sure – Detroit no longer has the clout to dictate
the terms of engagement. So going forward, Lansing may be even less inclined
to work a deal on insurance reform, or
throw more government largesse Detroit’s way, when the odds that the mayor
can influence elections are slim to none.
Bill Johnson
248.840.1095
billjohnsongroup.com.

SMART BUSINESS PRACTICES

Removing Obstacles to Doing Business in Detroit
Last year I met several very
enthusiastic start-ups offering very
unique products and services; everything from tequila bars and specialty
foods, to hair for rent parlors. What
they all have in common is the need
to learn how to
navigate the maze
known as City
Hall.
Some of
these very brave
entrepreneurs,
planned to be operational within three
LAURA SIGMON
to four months,
but still stagnant after seven! Really, other than
writing a business plan and securing
funding and finding a prime location
to carry out your new venture, you
need to understand how the wheels
turn in the various departments that
issue licenses, permits, and inspections, and don’t forget the zoning.
I know a few such start-ups who
have paid rent on partially renovated
buildings for more than six months
waiting for a variety of different City
controlled inputs. One so far has
burned through all the cash reserves

with no real understanding of when the
facility will receive a go for opening.
Who do you call when you’re burning
through working capital and waiting
for what seems like a life time for a very
simple inspection? Well, I think help

Your City Council body will
be appropriating funds to
support seven (7) liaisons,
one per Council district to
work as the go-through or
point person for business
related hinderances like
what I described above.
is on the way. Your City Council body
will be appropriating funds to support
seven (7) liaisons, one per Council
district to work as the go-through or
point person for business related hinderances like what I described above.
The Mayor’s office is proposing adding a small business team,
one set to help expedite access to vital business resources and to remove
barriers as a potential fix for those
who are about to go out of busi-

ness before they even get started.
This team of 7 people, one
based in each Council District,
would be dedicated to directly helping Detroit’s small businesses to:

However, I personally feel it’s time
for bureaucratic operations to streamline processes, stop operating like silo’s and be required to give a response
within 48 hours of request if tendered
during normal business hours. We are a

• Connect to customers, funding,
and talent
• Navigate through City departments We are a big city but are we
to complete the permits and processes an efficient city? It’s time
for City Hall to operate in
needed to run their businesses
• Identify and reach new resources more modern and customer
and relationships within and beyond friendly means.
Detroit that can help grow their busibig city but are we an efficient city? It’s
nesses
This is great news for those of time for City Hall to operate in more
modern and customer friendly means.
you without the time to navigate the
If you’re a small business ownvarious departments and you will er and need access to support serfind great joy in having your own vices, check out the website: Bestbusiness advisor representing your PracticesConsultingServices.com,
interest. This is innovative and re- check out the Contact page and
markable as a service response let us know how we can help you!
to the small business community.
CONTACT INFO:
Laura Sigmon
Best Practices Consulting Services, LLC
2727 2nd Avenue, Suite 266 • Detroit, MI 48201 • www.BestPractices
ConsultingServices.com • (O) 313.265.3062 (F) 313.355.9371 • (C) 313.757.1695

YOUR
ONLYBUSINESS
BUSINESS
YOURSECURITY
SECURITY IS
IS OUR
OUR ONLY
GUARD SERVICE

■ Uniformed Guards
■ Executive Protection
■ Unarmed and Armed Guards

INVESTIGATIONS

■ Civil Matters
■ Criminal Matters
■ Surveillance
■ Background Checks
■ Insurance Matters
■ Employment Theft

INTRUSION DETECTION SYSTEMS
■ Burglar
■ Fire Alarms
■ Medical Emergency Alarms
■ 24-Hour Monitoring
■ Closed Circuit TV
■ Access Control

SECURITY CONSULTING

■ Environmental Design
■ System Design
■ Specialized Security Equipment
■ Risk Assessment
ATECH
PYR
Security
Systems

PYRATECH SECURITY SYSTEMS
20150 Livernois Ave. | Detroit, MI 48221 |
Phone: 313.345.2000 | www.pyratech.net
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ACCESSORIES BY STEPHANIE
Unique and timeless clothing.

Sizes: Small to 3XL. We carry plus sizes. Beautiful fashion jewelry, Sterling Silver,
genuine gems and one of a kind jewelry designed by
Stephanie at affordable prices. Jewelry starts at $10.00.
SPECIAL
VALENTINE’S DAY
PRICES

So Chic:
A Joseph Ribkoff
black/ivory tailored
sheath dress with
circular cutout acents

Austrian Crystal
necklace

ALL
JEWELRY
ON SALE!

Fresh water pearl, hand
made by Stephanie. It is
a piece of art.
Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday - 10am - 4pm
Sunday - Closed

ACCESSORIES BY STEPHANIE

Inside Henry Ford West Bloomfield
Hospital. | 6777 W. Maple
| W.Bloomfield,
MI 48322 | 248-325-0404
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
2017Rd.
| PAGE
19
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Highland Park is Open for Business: Highland Park Chamber of Commerce is
Up and Running Full Speed Ahead!
By Rodger Penzabene

As an entrepreneur always seeking
opportunities, in 2015 I forecast the future
economic redevelopment of Highland Park
and went there with the intention of starting
a business. I experienced many roadblocks
due to the bureaucracy in the City at that
time, which made it unnecessarily difficult
to establish, sustain, and conduct business,
on every level, within Highland Park. I
recognized the vast opportunities that
could be realized if certain people, plans,
and resources were in place to further the
progress and promote the City and be at the
forefront of its economic redevelopment.
I also noticed that there was not a
chamber of commerce in Highland Park,
which I know is a vital organization that
a city must have to attract, organize,
and spark growth and stability of every
kind. My research revealed that Highland Park had gone approximately 20
years without an active chamber of commerce. Consequently, in 2016, I founded

The Highland Park Chamber
of Commerce has been operational to the public for ten
months and growing faster
than expected.
this era of the HPCC, with the vision for
it to be a regional 501(C)(6) organization, headquartered in Highland Park, MI.
We were fortunate that following
an introduction by former State Rep. Fred
Durhal II, Dr Chad Audi, CEO of the Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries, (DRMM)
liked our vision for the city and the neighboring communities. Thus, following our
expression of interest in a building owned
by DRMM, he made the decision to donate the building to the HPCC in November 2017. The building, which is located
at 91 Glendale Avenue, is an approximately 55,000 sq ft blighted, former nursing
home that we are working to restore to
serve as our headquarters. We also plan
to facilitate all manner of domestic and
international trade and commerce to function as a premier business hub. We hope
to gain a gold LEED certification when
our building renovations are completed.
We are also open to working with
experienced developers who would like to
invest in our building and/or new construction on its adjacent lot. Our plan is for it
to be a mixed use space consisting of office, retail, event, and residential usages.
The Highland Park Chamber of
Commerce has been operational to the
public for ten months and growing faster
than expected. We are a member of the

Detroit Metropolitan Visitors and Convention Bureau which is the oldest, and
I think largest, commerce organization
in the Detroit metro area that services
Wayne, Oakland, & Macomb counties.
The HPCC was an official sponsor of
a free Homebuyers Seminar for the community last year. We were also a sponsor of
last year’s “TiECON Detroit - Ignite to Disrupt” conference at Cobo Hall. TiECON is
the largest entrepreneurs’ convention. The
HPCC is also an official promotional partner
with PeopleMovers.com which is a growing social media platform. In addition, last
November, we also co-hosted a free business community forum to educate people
about the HPCC and PeopleMovers.com.

Two of our immediate goals
and priorities are to help reestablish venues and programs
to foster and promote the Arts
& Culture and an independent
public school system in Highland Park.
We plan to continue to host other beneficial
forums this year and in the years to come.
We have other significant plans in the
making which will benefit Highland Park
and its stakeholders, as well as its neighbors,
immensely. We offer all of the traditional
business services that are common with the
old model for chambers of commerce, but
we are proudly progressive. We aggressively pursue clients, patrons, and innovative
21st century methods of doing business,
such as exploring the possibilities of crypto
currencies and alternative agricultural trade
commodities, such as cannabis. We also advocate cutting-edge technological advancement and world-class alternative concepts
regarding Transportation, Medicine, Building Construction & Architecture, Communications, and Education & Schools.
Diversity and social equality are
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paramount with our organization. Our officers and board members are comprised
of elected officials, returning citizens,
seniors, millennials, and veterans, along
with persons from various racial, ethnic,
educational, and economic backgrounds.
Most of our Board members are
women and we have a committee dedicated to representing the LGBTQ community.
Two of our immediate goals and
priorities are to help reestablish venues and programs to foster and promote
the Arts & Culture and an independent
public school system in Highland Park.
We have been delayed in our development efforts to a degree due to local
politics. Mayor Hubert Yopp, has been
very supportive and cooperative with our
endeavors, as one of our Ex Officio board
members. We applaud and support his
work to improve Highland Park. However, the City Council, collectively, has been
non-responsive to the HPCC in every regard, thus far. We hope that relations with
them will improve in the future, as our vision and goals for a prosperous and strong
City of Highland Park, should be aligned. It
is our intent to be unconventional, positively disruptive, and progressive, while also
maintaining professionalism and civility.
The future will not wait for those who are
clinging to the ways and means of the past.  
As a certified 501(C)(6) organization, we will soon begin to identify and
vet eligible candidates who want the HPCC’s endorsement for political races in
Highland Park, Wayne County, the State
of Michigan, and also on the federal level. We are entertaining options to form a
political slate that would support candidates who are best qualified to serve the
needs of businesses and other stakeholders.
The Highland Park Chamber of Commerce is always busy networking and partnering to forge relationships, which advance
ours and our client members’ interests, while
also maintaining the highest level of integrity. We pledge to always champion goodwill
and opportunities for all of the stakeholders
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of the communities in which we operate.
The HPCC is community-driven rather than profit-driven. Thus, we are proud
to be distinguished by our motto, “PROSPERITY THROUGH UNITY”! We tirelessly promote and advocate UPTOWN
also known as Highland Park. Notably,
that is not a new branding moniker. The
uptown designation goes back in the history of Highland Park to the 40s. It was
based upon the city’s geographical relation and elevation to downtown Detroit.
We invite all developers, entrepreneurs, and investors to take a look at Highland Park and see its historic past, as well
as all of the opportunities it offers now, and
in the future. We stand ready with hands
extended to do business with all interested
persons, corporations, and neighboring organizations, etc. We salute and commend
all elected officials, community leaders,
volunteers, and concerned citizens who
do, and want to, uplift and contribute to the
city of Highland Park, regardless of where
they are from or to where they are going.

Highland Park Chamber
of Commerce officers and
contact information.
Rodger Penzabene
Chairman & CEO
313-349-0587
HPMIChamber@gmail.com
Hon. Cylenthia LaToye Miller
First Vice-President
Cylenthia1213@gmail.com
Ron Butler
Second Vice-President
rebutler01@aol.com
Caroletta Sprinkle, Esq.
General Counsel
Sprinklelaw@att.net
Rodrick Brown
Treasurer
rodrickbrown@hotmail.com
Javion Davis
Sargeant-At-Arms
Mr_JD_Davis313@yahoo.com

ASK THE TECH GUY

The Sights and Sounds of CES 2018
My Discovery About The Future of Technology

T

he Consumer Electronics
Show, also known simply as
CES, is the world’s biggest and
splashiest showcase for the latest and
greatest in consumer electronics with
more than 4,000
exhibitors (including more than 800
start-up
companies) and 180,000
WILLIE BRAKE
total
attendees
covering nearly 3
million square feet of event space.
It is held in Las Vegas every January and is the global proving ground for innovators where
next-generation innovations are introduced to the marketplace and the
gathering place for all who thrive on
the business of consumer electronics.
A long list of technology products that changed the game were first
seen here. Yes, everything from the
VCR to the CD, DVD, Blu-Ray, even
the original Nintendo Entertainment
System as well as the first XBox.
Most of the time, we’re waiting many years and sometimes even
decades as these innovations trick-

chewing gum streaming online content from providers such as Netflix
and Hulu in their place for under $40.
The feeling I got from the floor of
CES 2018 was that we’re somewhere
in the middle of that timeline. I saw
a lot of categories that were not here
last year such as “smart cities”. Now
we are moving quickly to self-driving
cars, artificial intelligence and things
that were not even in our vocabulary just 10 years ago and now they

someday, whether a human is driving
or not. From folding smartphones to
robotic cat doors to televisions larger,
sharper, and smarter than those currently in our homes, you can best believe there is even more revolutionary
gizmos and gadgets emerging from
the world’s largest technology show.
Meanwhile, sensors and cameras are being embedded into clothing,
shoes, home appliances and just about
everything else that you can imagine.
Artificial intelligent voice assistants

From folding smartphones
to robotic cat doors to televisions larger, sharper, and
smarter than those currently in our homes, you can
best believe there is even
more revolutionary gizmos
and gadgets emerging from
the world’s largest technology show.
le down from the early adopter tech
community to mainstream society. If
you can recall as prices started to drop,
that stack of VHS tapes that you once
owned became a shelf full of DVDs.
Now the discs are starting to disappear too as they are being replaced
by a stick about the size of a pack of

are considered major parts of CES.
You can see where all this amazing technology is going to take us
eventually, but we are not quite there
yet. Automobiles are electric and
thanks to collision avoidance and
self-automation technologies, cars
will eventually become crash proof

www.detroitsmartpages.com

like Google Assistant and Amazon Alexa are appearing in more technologies
at CES this year, such as a Sense Smart
Deadbolt manufactured by Schlage
which allows the user to unlock doors
on command. This is a tangible example of how real the connected home
and the Internet of Things has become.
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I definitely saw the definition
of wearable technologies broaden
beyond the wrist, with everything
from smart suits, smart shirts, smart
glasses and smart bras. Nearly all of
these seem intent on monitoring every aspect of your body’s activity in
hopes that more data can get us all on
the road to better health and fitness.
CES has always been a big show
for TVs and 2018 was no different.
Giant screens dominated the floor,
at resolutions as high as 8K which is
looking to make 1080p as old fashioned as black and white models.
The successful development of the
world’s first 8K OLED display is definitely a milestone and displays the
exciting potential of the technology.
My takeaway was the idea of technology integrating our lives in multiple
ways has really exploded. As you can
probably imagine, I had tons of fun and
came back home with a ton of new inspiration. I can’t wait until next year!!

CONTACT INFO:
Willie E. Brake is a Computer Expert and
Industry Analyst at All About Technology,
a Certified Minority Business Enterprise
and Microsoft Authorized Refurbisher,
based in Detroit, Michigan.
313-218-4888

SMART BUSINESS PROFILE

First African American Owned Funeral Home Opens in Southfield:
Kemp Funeral Home and Cremation Services
By Charlene Mitchell-Rodgers

Most of us don’t like discussing
funeral arrangements, but it is a fact
of life that we all must face. When
making a decision of who to entrust
with your deceased loved one, it is
important not to act in haste. Reputation and trust are key factors. After
32 years as a licensed funeral director and partner at another funeral
business, it is a dream come true for
Stephen R. Kemp to own and operate his own funeral home. His years
of experience and natural connection
to people positions his facility to be
the funeral home of choice for many
families who want more options.
“My wife Jacquie and I, along
with our son Stephen, Jr. are very
proud and humbled by the great
response we have had from the
community. Our Open House event
this past summer allowed the public to tour our beautiful facility”.
The all new Kemp Funeral
Home in Southfield is convenient-

Services is providing trustworthy
and affordable services to families who are looking for a compassionate staff in a safe atmosphere.
Kemp’s new, modern facility in the

“We go out of our way
to make each and every family 100% satisfied throughout the
grieving process of
their loved one” says
Jacquie Kemp.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kemp

ly located just off the Lodge Freeway at 24585 Evergreen near Ten
Mile Rd. in Southfield. The existing
building was formerly occupied by
Methode Technologies. After a full
renovation and meeting state licensing codes and other requirements,
Kemp Funeral Home and Cremation
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nearby Detroit suburb provides this.
The facility has several private conference rooms, a sample
casket display area with all prices clearly listed, a gift shop and a
separate display area for cremation
urns and other momentos. They
also conduct services for pets. Two
large well-lit parking lots and handicap ramps make for easy access.
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The Kemp Chapel can seat up
to 300 guests. An adjoining parlor is designed to hold a repast for
up to 50, with more space in the
large atrium. Kemp has conducted
services for a wide variety of ethnicities. The owners are sensitive
to the needs and customs of different cultures, including special arrangement requests that have been
made by Nigerian and Asian families who have used their services.
“We go out of our way to
make each and every family 100%
satisfied throughout the grieving
process of their loved one” says
Jacquie Kemp. The Kemp family is involved in a variety of community activities and charities
that give back to the community.
For additional information call
248-702-KEMP (5367) You can
view the web video for a virtual
tour at www.kempfuneralhome.
com

F E AT U R E A R T I C L E

Henry the Hatter Re-locates to Eastern Market District
More than four months after
closing the doors of its Broadway
location, Henry the Hatter opened
its much anticipated new Detroit
location in the Eastern Market district. Founded in 1893 by Henry
Komrofsky, Henry the Hatter is
the oldest hat retailer in the United
States. In 1941, the store was sold
to Seymour (Sy) Wasserman and in
1952, Wasserman moved Henry the
Hatter to its location on Broadway.
During the summer of 2017,
it was announced the store’s lease
would not be renewed. Henry the
Hatter closed its doors on August 5, 2017 and the search for
a new location in Detroit began.
On December 7, 2017, current
owner Paul Wasserman had a sneak
preview for media and on December 8, 2017 was the official ribbon
cutting and Grand Opening Ceremony to the latest incarnation of

Henry the Hatter at 2472 Riopelle
St. in the Eastern Market district.
Many longtime customers
and new customers celebrated

Founded in 1893
by Henry Komrofsky, Henry the
Hatter is the oldest hat retailer in
the United States.

L-R, longtime client Donald Owens,
Joe Renkiewicz, Henry the Hatter general
manager Duke Fakir, original member of
the Four Tops Paul Wasserman, Henry the
Hatter owner

courtesy Corey Lamont llc.

with Paul and General Manager, Joe Renkiewicz. Duke Fakir,
an original member of The Four
Tops, and community leaders
were among the attendees. A
second Henry the Hatter is located in Southfield Michigan.
David Stoyka and Marx Layne 248.855.6777
(O) 313.570.7899 (M)

Donald Owens, Duke Fakir, Paul Wasserman
and Honorable Craig Strong, Detroit.

Popular 1917 American Bistro
Closes: New Owners Plan to
Remodel and Change the Vibe
Charlene Mitchell-Rodgers

MIND YOUR BUSINESS
Hosted by Emmy Award Winning
Broadcast Journalist Charlene Mitchell
• Airs LIVE every Thursday night 9–11 pm
• Live streaming at www.910amsuperstation.org
• Powerful 50,000 watts for wide coverage area
• In-depth Interviews with local and national business owners and entrepreneurs
• Broadcast is LIVE from the state-of-the-art studios of 910 am Superstation in
Southfield, MI
• Emphasis on content aimed at the African American
consumer market
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The new year will bring opportunities for entrepreneurs to open
new businesses as some business
owners had to face the disappointment of closing their doors. One of
the City’s premiere restaurants, 1917
American Bistro on the Avenue of
Fashion had to close its doors in 2017
but managed to sell the business to
already established business owners.
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The new owners are a husband
and wife team, Derrick and LaDonna Reynolds. They own and operate
several other businesses in Metro
Detroit. “We have been talking with
the previous owner for about a year,
and we all decided it was win-win
deal for all of us” says LaDonna.
It will take several months to
gut the interior and re-arrange the
lay-out, says Derrick who has an
extensive construction background.
Tentative plans are to create an upscale lounge type atmosphere with
a full bar and a distinctive small
plate menu of gourmet choices with
no fried foods. The establishment
will have a new name which is currently being kept quiet. Stay tuned.
Previous owner of the building and adjacent parking lot is
award winning chef Don Studvent. He vows to continue his
culinary talents elsewhere, but
no word yet on his exact plans.
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LOCAL JUDGE PENS GRIPPING MEMOIR ABOUT
DEFYING RACE & RELIGION TO MARRY A FORMER
CATHOLIC PRIEST AND RAISE INTERRACIAL FAMILY
did. My life shows that vision, determination, and hard work, plus family
Rejection as teamwork, are the keys ades
to success.”
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Now she’s sharing her inspiring life
story in a new book, The Triumph of
Rosemary: A Memoir . It’s a jaw-dropping chronicle of how she survived as a
mixed-race baby in Detroit foster care,
and later blazed a fierce trail of independent thinking and perseverance despite racism, abuse, and excommunication from the Catholic Church.
State
of Arts in Psychology from Saginaw Valley
Judge Marylin Atkins earned a Bachelor
University of Detroit School of Law.
University and a Juris Doctor from the
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doing carpentry, relaxing with friends,
Marylin enjoys exercising, playing the piano,
lives in Detroit.
s to her friends, family, and others. She
banana-nut-raisin bread that she deliver
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Despite this, baby Rosemary
beat the odds by enjoying a loving marriage for 24 years, raising two accomplished daughters,
and becoming 36th District Court
Chief Judge Marylin E. Atkins.
Now she’s sharing her inspiring life story in a new book, The
Triumph of Rosemary: A Memoir
. It’s a jaw-dropping chronicle of
how she survived as a mixed-race
baby in Detroit foster care, and later
blazed a fierce trail of independent
thinking and perseverance despite
racism, abuse, and excommunication from the Catholic Church.
“I want people of every age to
read my story and believe that no
matter how difficult their life circumstances might be,” says Judge
Atkins, 71, the longest-serving Chief
Judge who retired in 2012 and lives in
Detroit, “they can beat the odds like I

time in a world that often forces them to choose black or white.
“My answer is that our children
grew up in a loving home where they
learned the value of education, justice,
spirituality, and giving back,” Judge
Atkins adds. “I am so proud that my
daughters are publishing this book
through their publishing company.”
Elizabeth Ann Atkins and Catherine M. Greenspan co-founded
Two Sisters Writing & Publishing to
publish their own novels and books
dealing with race. They write and
publish memoirs for accomplished
individuals through their company Atkins & Greenspan Writing;
the most recent publication was Let
The Future Begin by Dennis W.
Archer and Elizabeth Ann Atkins.
“The Triumph of Rosemary will
make you laugh, cry, and appreciate
the power of one woman to pioneer a
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place for herself and her family in a
sometimes unwelcoming world that
ultimately embraced and celebrated her family’s legacy of colorblind
love,” Catherine says. “We couldn’t
be more honored that our mother
wrote her own book and gave us the
privilege of publishing it. Now we’re
working on the screenplay to make it
into a movie, and we’re hoping that
George Clooney can play our father,
Thomas Atkins, and Zoe Saldana can
play our mother. Everyone who reads
it says, ‘This should be a movie!’”
JudgeAtkins will be speaking and
autographing books at the following:
• Greater Grace Temple, Sunday,
February 18, 2018, 23500 W. Seven
Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48219. She
will speak to the Young Adult group
at 9:30 a.m. about “Making Good
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Decisions,” and will autograph
books after the 11 a.m. service.
• Saginaw Valley State University
Alumni Association, 7400 Bay Rd,
University Center, MI 48710,
Monday, February 26, 2018,
from 7 to 10 p.m.
• University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law, Wednesday, February 28, 2018, from 5-6 p.m. in
the Atrium, 651 E. Jefferson Ave,
Detroit, MI 48226.
Judge Atkins is available for media
interviews, speaking engagements,
and book signings. For more information, please contact Elizabeth
Atkins at 313-492-5718 or atkinsgreenspan@gmail.com.

S M A R T H E A LT H C H O I C E S

Support Your New Year Resolutions with Herbs

New Year resolutions are not always easy to keep. Even with the best
of intentions, it often doesn’t take
long for many resolutions to fall by
the wayside. The
reason for this is
that old habits are
often deeply ingrained, and they
LATRICIA WRIGHT form a part of us.
For resolutions to
work, it’s essential to develop your
mindset and to harden your resolve.
The stronger the desire for change;
the greater the potential for success.
Writing down goals and making them specific can help. You must
also be able to measure your accomplishments in some way, and then,
these new healthier habits become an
integral part of your life. Herbs can
make a big difference during times
of change as they help to support and

aid the transition. Although there are
many different goals set each year,
three most common New Year’s resolutions include becoming healthier,
losing weight and gaining more energy while enjoying a better quality
of life. So, I have focused on ways
in which you can use herbs to do so.
Eat Healthier: Stinging nettle
tea is a powerhouse of vitamins and
minerals. It has been used as food, a
nourishing tonic, and as a medicine
too. Nettle contains vitamins A, B1,
B2, B3 and B5, iron, copper, magnesium, phosphorus, potassium, and
phytonutrients. To consume as tea
boil water in a pot, turn off the heat
and add dried nettle leaves. Cover
with a lid and steep for 5 minutes.
Nettle has a rich, slightly earthy taste
and can be easily incorporated into
meals. In fact, they are lovely sautéed. Wash them thoroughly or blanch
them, which also cleans and removes

the stinging element and then, sauté.
Add chili pepper or garlic for taste.
Lose Weight: Red cayenne
pepper helps to burn calories and
may be useful to add to your breakfast as it has been known to reduce
appetite. It aids the production of
saliva, and this is important for the
digestive process. If you like green
tea, try adding a small amount of
cayenne pepper as this will boost
metabolism. It triggers a chemical
reaction in the body and adrenaline
is released into the bloodstream
breaking down fat. With exercise
and time, cayenne pepper may
help you reach your health goals.
Enjoy Life to the Fullest: Maca
is a Peruvian herb often thought of as
an alternative to Ginseng. It boosts
energy levels, aids mental clarity and
contains an abundance of vitamins,
minerals, enzymes and amino acids. It helps to increase stamina and

endurance levels and has long been
used as a remedy to combat fatigue.
As an adaptogen, it helps restore
red blood cells and may contribute
to keeping bones and teeth healthy.
An easy way to incorporate maca
into your diet is to add a teaspoon
to your smoothie, protein shake or
sprinkled onto your cereal. For extra
health benefits, add ½ teaspoon of
turmeric powder to your smoothie.
So, there you are, three fabulous herbs that will help you to
achieve your resolutions.
With
commitment and follow through
these new healthy behaviors will
become a part of your everyday life.
CONTACT INFO:
Latricia Wright
313-757-0993 or email
vitality@olive-seed.com
Visit her website at
www.olive-seed.com/blogs/news

Doing business without advertising is like “winking”
at someone in the dark; You know what you are doing,
but no one else does”.
- Walter Seward

Call Smart Marketing Consulting
313-268-3523

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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S M A R T TA X T I P S

The New Tax Law
Note: The is
one of a series of
articles explaining
how the various tax
changes made by
the GOP’s Tax Cuts
& Jobs Act (referred
Aaron Sanders
to as the “Act” in
the article), passed late in December
2017, might affect you and your family
in 2018 and future years, and offering
strategies you might employ to reduce
your tax liability under the new tax laws.
For years, taxpayers have been able
to deduct home mortgage interest on their
primary and second homes as an itemized
deduction, subject to certain limitations.
The interest deduction was limited to the
interest on up to $1 million of acquisition debt and $100,000 of equity debt.
Acquisition debt is debt incurred
to purchase, construct or substantially improve a taxpayer’s principal or
second home. So when you purchased
your home, that original loan was acquisition debt, and if you later borrowed
additional money that you used to add a
room, pool, etc., that loan was also ac-

quisition debt. However, if the total of
all of your acquisition loans exceeded
the $1 million limit, then the interest on

Please call this office
if you have questions
at 248-569-9120 and
be sure to ask for your
FREE Tax Reform Fact
Finder or visit www.keyfinancialonline.com
the excess debt over $1 million was not
deductible as acquisition debt interest.
Consumer debt interest, such as
interest on auto loans and credit card
debt, is not deductible as an itemized
deduction. However, years ago, Congress allowed homeowners to deduct

the interest on up to $100,000 of equity debt. This allowed homeowners to
use the equity in their homes for any
purpose and deduct the interest on the
equity debt as an itemized deduction.
Well, That Has All Changed
For 2018 through 2025, the new
tax law reduces the $1 million limit
on home acquisition debt to $750,000
($375,000 for married separate filers),
except that the lower limit won’t apply
to indebtedness incurred before December 15, 2017. That is, the $1M cap continues to apply to acquisition mortgages
on primary and second residences that
were already in existence prior to December 15, 2017, as well as for taxpayers who entered into a binding written
contract before that date to close on the
purchase of a principal residence before January 1, 2018, and who purchase
that residence before April 1, 2018.
The Equity Debt Interest Deduction
Is No More

Congress has yanked the rug out
from under those with equity debt on
their homes. Beginning in 2018, interest paid on equity debt will no longer
be allowed as a deduction, regardless of when the debt was incurred.
This seems a little unfair and can
have an adverse impact on individuals who used their home as a piggy
bank for personal expense purposes.
Whether any of this makes any
difference in light of the new higher standard deduction amounts for
2018, and whether you should be looking for ways to pay down the equity
debt, will depend upon the amounts
of your other itemized deductions.
Please call this office if you have
questions at 248-569-9120 and be sure to
ask for your FREE Tax Reform Fact Finder or visit www.keyfinancialonline.com
Aaron Sanders, Jr.
Senior Director of Finance
Key Financial Solutions
248-569-9120 #9243

Trump Bump: How Does It Compare To The ‘Obama Effect
On The Stock Market?

“Actually, the market performed a little better during President Obama’s first several months in office
than it has during Trump’s first several months.”
Let’s Face Facts
I’m big on facts. Relying on facts
should be such an obvious thing that
we shouldn’t have to say we rely on
facts ... but in an age in which “alternative facts” have been made acceptable by far too many people, it
does need to be said. So, I decided
to go to the calculator at DividendChannel.com to make sure I knew
what I had been talking about when
I made my claim to my golf partner. As it turns out, my statement
wasn’t really accurate. The market
- as represented by the S&P 500 Index (SPY) - did not do “a little better” early in Obama’s tenure.
It
did
a
lot
better.
In fact, the stock market in Obama’s
first nine months as president expe-

(Photo by Pablo Martinez Monsivais, Associated Press)

rienced a total-return gain more than
2.5 times greater than during Trump’s
first nine months in office.
Obama was sworn in on Jan. 20,
2009, meaning he had to step right
into the second-worst financial crisis in U.S. history. According to
the National Bureau of Economic
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PRESIDENT DATES
$10K ON INAUGURATION DAY GREW
			
TO THIS MUCH (dividends reinvested)
Obama
Jan. 20, 2009 to 		
$13,796			
Oct. 20, 2009		

GAIN
37.96%

Trump

15.01%

Jan. 20, 2017 to 		
Oct. 20, 2017

Research, the Great Recession did
not end until June of that year, although the associated market crash
reached its nadir on March 9.
Some might contend that things
were so bad when Obama took
over, there really was nowhere to
go but up; therefore, he had an
“advantage” over Trump, whose
administration has overseen a major additional SPY run-up.
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$11,501			

Although that might or might not
be the case, the table below shows
that the first nine months of Obama’s
second term in office - with the bull
already having charged hard for
nearly four years - also saw much
greater stock market gains than those
of Trump’s first nine months.
By Mike Nadel

5 Things You Need to Do After Jumping Into Entrepreneurship

Congratulations! You’ve decided to dive into the exciting
world of entrepreneurship and
bring that great business idea
to life. Whether you’re opening
a local brick-and-mortar business that your community needs,
looking to grow rapidly in the
next few years and get an investor, or just keep things small and
solo, certain steps come next that
aren’t as exciting as preparing
for launch, but need to be done.
Here are the five things you
need to do after you’ve decided it’s
time to go from idea to delivery.
1. Choose the Right Business
Entity.
How you organize your business plays a major role in taxes,
bookkeeping, current and potential ownership, and overall administrative burden. While all of these
considerations would need to be
made regardless of the current
state of the tax code, it’s especially important to think about in the
face of massive tax overhaul. The
GOP tax reform bill has become
law and many changes go into
effect starting January 1, 2018.
Some owners of pass-through
businesses can expect to get a
bonus deduction of up to 20 percent of profits up to $157,500 for
most filing statuses and $319,000
for married filing jointly. Ninety-five percent of US businesses
are pass-through entities, which
is a sole proprietorship, partnership, S corporation, or limited liability company (LLC) using the
same tax structure as one of these
entities, with the maximum income tax being 29.6 percent for
pass-through income. For C corporations, the maximum corporate income tax rate is dropping
from 35 percent to 21 percent.

Taxes aside, each state also
treats business entities differently
and may present bonuses and disadvantages you weren’t aware of.
For example, many small business
owners reap numerous benefits
from S corporations but if you’re
a New York City resident, you still
have to pay city income tax. New
York State recognizes S status but
New York City doesn’t. Sales tax
nexus, risk management, and legal
aspects are other considerations to
make when choosing an entity.

Depending on your entrepreneurial goals as well as personal
needs, you need to decide which
entity makes the most sense for
your operations. If you plan to
change entities in the near future
due to taking on a partner or investor, you should also factor in
how the tax bill will affect you.
2. Register your business with
the appropriate state, local, and
federal agencies.
When you organize your
business, you may automatically
be registered into your state or local agency’s database after filing
articles of incorporation or similar
documents. Check with your local
Division of Corporations or other
authority to make sure that you’ve
taken all necessary steps to register your business once you’ve
decided which entity to go with.
If you’re forming an LLC,
you may need to file additional paperwork such as a publication affidavit which is when the
state requires you to announce
your commencement in a newspaper. This can be inexpensive
or present a major cost barrier.
For any “DBA” claims where
you’re not doing business under your actual name or business entity name, you also need
to check with your county clerk
regarding forms and filing fees.
For federal agencies, most
of the registration has to do with
hiring employees, but even if you
don’t plan on hiring any in the
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near future or ever, you still need
to get an Employer Identification
Number from the IRS. If you need
to obtain licenses or approvals before operations commence, you
also need to prioritize contacting
these agencies and getting your
paperwork taken care of before
working with your first client.
3. Find business advisers, mentors, and peers.
You want to work with business advisers who can teach you
about not just business in general,
but also about the specific type of
business that you’re operating and
your industry. A good business adviser is one that will tell you both
what you’re excelling at and what
really needs improvement and how
to achieve your business goals.
You want to find an adviser
who’s on the same wavelength as
you, but who can also give you
the benefit of their knowledge and
experience for your particular industry. In seeking out mentors and
professional peers, you’ll want to
find spaces for your profession or
business type online and in person
to exchange ideas and learn from
each other. They’re excellent
ways to grow your business while
learning the ropes and you’ll learn
the dos and don’ts of pre-launch.
4. Pick the right accounting
software.
Even if you plan on outsourcing your accounting and
tax responsibilities to a competent professional, you still need
to have an accounting solution in
place for them to work with. Jotting your expenses down on an
Excel sheet can be a placeholder
when you don’t have that many
transactions yet and haven’t formally set up an entity in the very
beginning, but it’s not going to
be a viable long-term solution.
Accounting software isn’t as
cost-prohibitive as it once was
and there are many different products on the market meant for small
business owners, solopreneurs,
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people who travel frequently, and
even programs and apps that work
in the cloud designed specially
for certain industries and types
of businesses. Cloud accounting
programs are perfect for busy people who use multiple devices, so
your accounting professional can
see transactions in real time and
correctly adjust them as you go.
If your business has more robust accounting needs such as inventory tracking and payroll, you
need to test out the program and
see if it works well for you. For
most people without accounting
knowledge, figuring out how to get
accounting software set up can be
daunting, so you also want to see if
your tax professional can help you
with this or if there are training videos and courses for your software.
5. Get ready to launch!
Once you’ve taken care of
these crucial items pre-launch, it’s
time to get going! You can now focus your time and energy on building a great product, finding the best
staff, and cultivating a following
for your brand. It’s just part of the
game when you own a business.
While your business entity
and accounting needs might not
be as exciting as putting together
your website and initial marketing
blasts, it’s extremely important to
have them sorted out beforehand so
you aren’t scrambling to get tax paperwork in order right when things
are really taking off for you. By
establishing your entity, business
registration, publication affidavits,
and other business-related paperwork beforehand with the help of
a business adviser, you’ll also have
peace of mind that these things
were done right the first time and
you won’t need to stop what you’re
doing to keep mailing in forms.
The journey to a successful
business is definitely not an easy
one. But if you’ve got a pre-launch
roadmap and the right professionals
on your side, you’ll minimize your
chances of dealing with irksome
bureaucratic obstacles so you can
focus on growing your business.
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Black History is American History
In honor of Black History Month,
which should be a year round celebration and acknowledgement of the
thousands of Black inventors, scientists, doctors, engineers, chemists,
executives and scholars, Smart Pages
noted just a few who have made the
lives of all Americans better. Please
use this sampling as a reminder of
the dedication, sacrifices and contributions Blacks have made in this
country and continue to make. Some
of the names and faces, you will recognize and others you may not know.

OTIS BOYKIN
Few inventors have had the lasting impact of Otis Boykin. Look around
the house today and you’ll see a variety of devices that
utilize components
made by Boykin –
including computers,
radios and TV sets.
Boykin’s inventions
are all the more impressive when one
OTIS BOYKIN
considers he was an
African American in a time of segregation and the field of electronics was
not as well-established as it is today.

LONNIE G. JOHNSON
Inventor of the Super Soaker®
An anonymous source said of the
Super Soaker®: “I got fired from a job
once because of my
Super Soaker. I guess
that’s what happens
when you accidentally drench a customer
when you’re trying
to get a co-worker
who
ducks.”
LONNIE JOHNSON
Famous black
inventor and scientist
Lonnie G. Johnson probably didn’t
have that little scenario in mind when
he invented the Super Soaker squirt
gun, but it is one of the countless
memories that can be recalled by those
who were young enough to enjoy the
Super Soaker after its release in 1989.
Johnson’s resume boasts work
with the US Air Force and NASA (including work on the Galileo Jupiter
probe and Mars Observer project), a
nomination for astronaut training and
more than 40 patents, but it’s for a
squirt gun that he’s best known. Johnson conceived of a novelty water gun
powered by air pressure in 1982 when
he conducted an experiment at home
on a heat pump that used water instead of Freon. This experimentation,
which resulted in Johnson shooting
a stream of water across his bathroom into the tub, led directly to the
development of the Power Drencher,
the precursor to the Super Soaker.
Lonnie G. Johnson now has
his own company, Johnson Research
and
Development,
and
continues to do work for NASA.

CHARLES DREW:
Blood Bank Inventor
It’s impossible to determine how
many hundreds of thousands of people would have lost their lives without
the contributions of
African-American
inventor Dr. Charles
Drew. This physician, researcher and
surgeon revolutionized the understanding of blood plasma
CHARLES DREW – leading to the invention of blood banks.
Born in 1904 in Washington, D.C.,
Charles Drew excelled from early on in
both intellectual and athletic pursuits.
After becoming a doctor and working
as a college instructor, Drew went to
Columbia University to do his Ph.D. on
blood storage. He completed a thesis titled Banked Blood that invented a method of separating and storing plasma, allowing it to be dehydrated for later use.
It was the first time Columbia awarded
a doctorate to an African-American.
At the onset of World War II, Drew
was called upon to put his techniques
into practice. He emerged as the leading
authority on mass transfusion and processing methods, and went on to helm
the American Red Cross blood bank.
When the Armed Forces ordered that
only Caucasian blood be given to soldiers, Drew protested and resigned
MARIAN R. CROAK
In 2013, Marian Croak was
inducted into Women in Technology International’s hall of fame, a
move that recognizes her remarkable achievements in tech. Croak
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holds over 135 patents, primarily in
voice-over Internet protocol (VoIP),
some in other areas. She has another 100 patents currently under review.
Today,
Marian is an SVP at
AT&T, serves as a
mentor for womMARIAN R.
en
in AT&T labs,
CROAK
and sits on the board
for the Holocaust, Genocide and
Human Rights Education Center.
LISA GELOBTER
If you ever enjoyed an animated Gif on the web, then you
have Lisa Gelobter to thank.
Gelobter was
integrally involved
with the advent of
Shockwave, a technology that formed
the beginning of
web animation. She
LISA GELOBTER also played a major
role in the emergency of online video, later serving on
the senior management team at Hulu.
Previously, Lisa was the Interim
Head of Digital for BET Networks and
ran Technology, Product and Business
Operations. Today, you can catch Lisa
at the White House, in the United States
Digital Service. She is currently serving
as the Chief Digital Service Officer with
the US Department of Education. Gelobter was integrally involved with the
advent of Shockwave, a technology that
formed the beginning of web animation.
She also played a major role in the emergency of online video, later serving on
the senior management team at Hulu.
Previously, Lisa was the Interim
Head of Digital for BET Networks and
ran Technology, Product and Business
Operations. Today, you can catch Lisa
at the White House, in the United States
Digital Service. She is currently serving as the Chief Digital Service Officer
with the US Department of Education.
DR. PHILIP EMEAGWALI,
Inventor of the World’s Fastest
Computer
Dr. Philip Emeagwali, who has
been called the “Bill Gates of Africa,”
was born in Nigeria in 1954. Like many
African schoolchildren, he dropped out
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of school at age 14
because his father
could not continue paying Emeagwali’s school fees.
However, his father
continued teaching
him at home, and
DR. PHILIP
everyday
Emeagwali
EMEAGWALI
performed mental exercises such as solving 100 math problems in one hour. His father taught him
until Philip “knew more than he did.”
Growing up in a country torn by
civil war, Emeagwali lived in a building
crumbled by rocket shells. He believed
his intellect was a way out of the line of
fire. So he studied hard and eventually
received a scholarship to Oregon State
University when he was 17 where he
obtained a BS in mathematics. He also
earned three other degrees – a Ph.D. in
Scientific computing from the University of Michigan and two Masters degrees
from George Washington University.
The noted black inventor received
acclaim based, at least in part, on his
study of nature, specifically bees. Emeagwali saw an inherent efficiency in the
way bees construct and work with honeycomb and determined computers that
emulate this process could be the most
efficient and powerful. In 1989, emulating the bees’ honeycomb construction,
Emeagwali used 65,000 processors
to invent the world’s fastest computer, which performs computations at
3.1 billion calculations per second.
GARRETT A. MORGAN,
Traffic Signal and Gas
Mask Inventor
Many of the world’s most famous
inventors only produced one major
invention that garnered recognition
and cemented their
prominent
status.
But Garret Augustus Morgan, one
of the country’s
most successful AfGARRETT A.
rican-American
inMORGAN
ventors, created two
– the gas mask and the traffic signal.
Born in the last quarter of the
nineteenth century to former slaves,
Garrett A. Morgan was only formally
educated to a sixth-grade level. Fortunately, like many great inventors,

BLACK HISTORY IS AMERICAN HISTORY
Morgan had an innate mechanical mind
that enabled him to solve problems.
And, unlike most other inventors,
he also was a skilled entrepreneur.
But Morgan’s most prolific accomplishments came in his role as
an inventor. He received a patent for
the first gas mask invention in 1914,
but it wasn’t until two years later that
the idea really took off. When a group
of workers got stuck in a tunnel below Lake Erie after an explosion,
Morgan and a team of men donned
the masks to help get them out. After the rescue was a success, requests
for the masks began pouring in.
Similarly, Garrett Morgan’s other famous invention – the traffic signal – was also invented to help save
lives. After witnessing an accident on
a roadway, Morgan decided a device
was needed to keep cars, buggies and
pedestrians from colliding. His traffic signal was designed to stand on a
street corner and notify vehicles and
walkers whether they should stop or
go. After receiving a patent in 1923,
the rights to the invention were eventually purchased by General Electric.
MARIE VAN BRITTAN BROWN
While home security systems
today are more advanced than ever,
back in 1966 the idea for a home surveillance
device
seemed almost unthinkable. That was
the year famous
African-American
inventor Marie Van
Brittan Brown, and
her partner Albert
MARIE VAN
BRITTAN BROWN Brown, applied for
an invention patent
for a closed-circuit television security system – the forerunner to
the modern home security system.
Brown’s system had a set of four
peep holes and a camera that could
slide up and down to look out each
one. Anything the camera picked up
would appear on a monitor. An additional feature of Brown’s invention was that a person also could unlock a door with a remote control.
A female black inventor far ahead
of her time, Marie Van Brittan Brown
created an invention that was the first in a
long string of home-security inventions
that continue to flood the market today.
LEWIS LATIMER
Inventor and engineer Lewis
Latimer was born in Chelsea, Massachusetts, on September 4, 1848.

He collaborated with science greats
Hiram Maxim and Thomas Edison.
One of Latimer’s greatest inventions was the carbon filament, a vital
component of the
light bulb. His inventions didn’t stop
there, working with
Alexander Graham
Bell, Latimer helped
draft the patent for
Bell’s design of the
LEWIS LATIMER
telephone. This genius
also designed an improved railroad car
bathroom and an early air conditioning
unit. So the next time you’re escaping a hot day inside your cool house,
don’t forget to thank Lewis Latimer.
ELIJAH MCCOY
Often regarded as one of the most
famous black inventors ever, McCoy was
credited for 50 inventions over the span
of his career. In an
effort to improve efficiency and eliminate
the frequent stopping
necessary for lubrication of trains, McCoy
devised a method of
automating the task.
ELIJAH MCCOY
In 1872 he developed a
“lubricating cup” that could automatically drip oil when and where needed—vital
in avoiding sticking to the track. The lubricating cup met with enormous success
and orders for it came in from railroad
companies all over the country. It was
so popular that when other inventors attempted to steal his idea and sell their own
versions of the device, companies were
not fooled. They insisted on the authentic device, calling it “the Real McCoy.”
GEORGE CRUM
The son of an African-American
father and a Native
American
mother,
Crum was working as
the chef in the summer of 1853 when he
incidentally invented
the chip. It all began
when a patron who
GEORGE CRUM ordered a plate of
French-fried potatoes
sent them back to Crum’s kitchen because he felt they were too thick and soft.
To teach the picky patron a lesson,
Crum sliced a new batch of potatoes as
thin as he possibly could, and then fried
them until they were hard and crunchy.
Finally, to top them off, he added a generous heaping of salt. To Crum’s surprise,
the dish ended up being a hit with the

patron and a new snack was born! Years
later, Crum opened his own restaurant
that had a basket of potato chips on every
table. Though Crum never attempted to
patent his invention, the snack was eventually mass-produced and sold in bags –
providing thousands of jobs nationwide.
DR. PATRICIA BATH
As a noted Opthamologist and famous black inventor, Dr. Patricia Bath
has dedicated her life to the treatment
and prevention of visual impairments.
Her personal belief
that everyone has the
“Right to Sight” led to
her invention in 1985
of a specialized tool
and procedure for the
removal of cataracts.
With the Laserphaco
DR. PATRICIA
Probe
and procedure,
BATH
Dr. Bath increased the
accuracy and results of cataract surgery,
which had previously been performed
manually with a mechanical grinder.
FREDERICK MCKINLEY JONES,
Refrigerator Inventions
Anytime you see a truck on the highway transporting refrigerated or frozen
food, you’re seeing the work of Frederick
McKinley Jones. One of the most prolific
Black inventors ever,
Jones patented more
than 60 inventions in
his lifetime. While
more than 40 of those
patents were in the
field of refrigeration,
Jones is most famous
FREDERICK
MCKINLEY JONES for inventing an automatic refrigeration system for long haul trucks and railroad cars.
Before Jones’ invention, the only
way to keep food cool in trucks was to
load them with ice. Jones was inspired
to invent the system after talking with a
truck driver who lost his whole cargo of
chicken because he couldn’t reach his
destination before the ice melted. As a
solution, the African-American inventor developed a roof-mounted cooling
system to make sure food stayed fresh.
In addition to that refrigerator invention, Jones also invented an air-conditioning unit for military field hospitals,
a refrigerator for military field kitchens, a self-starting gas engine, a series
of devices for movie projectors and
box-office equipment that gave tickets
and made change. Jones was posthumously awarded the National Medal of
Technology in 1991 – the first Black
inventor to ever receive such an honor

VALERIE THOMAS,
Inventor of the Illusion Transmitter
Did you ever think of what it might
be like if your television could project the
on-screen image directly into your living
room as a 3-Dimensional image? Maybe not,
but if it happens, you’ll
have
African-American inventor Valerie
Thomas to thank for it.
From 1964 to
1995, Thomas worked
in a variety of capacities for NASA
VALERIE THOMAS
where she developed
real-time computer data systems, conducted large-scale experiments and managed
various operations, projects and facilities.
While managing a project for NASA’s image processing systems, Thomas’ team
spearheaded the development of “Landsat,”
the first satellite to send images from space.
In 1976, Thomas learned how concave
mirrors can be set up to create the illusion of
a 3-dimensional object. She believed this
would be revolutionary if technology could
be harnessed to transmit this illusion. With
an eye to the future, Valerie Thomas began
experimenting on an illusion transmitter in
1977. In 1980, she patented it. In operation,
concave mirrors are set up on both ends of
the transmission. The net effect of this is an
optical illusion of a 3-dimensional image that
looks real on the receiving end. This brilliant
innovation placed Thomas among the most
prominent black inventors of the 20th century.
NASA continues to use her technology and is exploring ways to use it in surgical tools and possibly television and video.
DR. JAMES E. WEST,
Electret Microphone Inventor
Ninety percent of microphones used
today are based on the ingenuity of James
Edward West, an African-American inventor born in 1931 in Prince Edwards County, VA. If you’ve ever talked on the telephone, you’ve probably used his invention.
Dr. James E. West and a colleague,
Gerhard Sessler, developed the mic (officially known as the Electroacoustic Transducer
Electret Microphone)
while with Bell Laboratories, and they received
a patent for it in 1962.
The acoustical technologies employed became
widely used for many
DR. JAMES E.
WEST
reasons including high
performance, acoustical accuracy and reliability. It is also small, lightweight and cost effective.
West started at Bell labs as an intern
and joined them full-time in 1957 after graduating from Temple University. As the inventor of the microphone, James West has
received numerous awards and honors.

EYE ON MEDIA

TV News Explodes with Sex Abuse Scandals,
Amazon Backlash & More Trump Madness
Popular News Anchor Back on Air, Bold New Series Entertain

CHARLENE
MITCHELL-RODGERS

It’s a new year and a lot of things
on the media front haven’t changed
much. Countless celebrities are being
accused of sexual misconduct. This
includes the President himself who
allegedly had a
fling with a stripper
whose stage name
is Stormy Daniels.
He blatantly denies
it. (Fake News)
The
daily
White House news
briefings with Sarah Huckabee Sanders remain as contrived and unfriendly
as ever as reporters attempt to get honest answers to sensible questions. The
President’s mouthpiece continues to
put a spin on most issues, resulting in
the public being misled and confused.
The trial of convicted child
molester Dr.Larry Nassar, the former physician for the U.S. Olympic
Team dominated
local news with
more than 100 of
his then underage
victims testifying
on how he manipulated them during
so called physical exams. News outlets from across
the country were in Lansing to cover
the second of 3 sentencing hearings
which so far has resulted in 175 years
behind bars. The judge told him she
was honored to send him away. Bye,
bye Larry and thank you, Your Honor.
LOCAL NEWS TIDBITS - WXYZTV, CH.7 ACTION NEWS
Popular morning news anchor
Malcom Maddox has been reinstated after allegations of sexual misconduct with a female staffer proved to
have no merit. It is my understand-

ing from “an insider” the station
was flooded with
calls and emails
congratulating the
station for conducting a fair investigation. Maddox’s return was smooth with no
fanfare. It was like he was never
away. He is a professional, pleasant news team member. His reports
from the North American International Auto Show were outstanding.
Also, departing evening news
anchor Stephen Clark is retiring and
moving to Nashville where he says
he will get involved in the country
music business. He is an excellent
guitar player and vocalist. Maybe
we’ll see him on the Country Music
Awards one day. Good luck to him.
AMAZON SAYS NO TO
DETROIT - LOCAL OFFICIALS
SOUND OFF
It is shocking to many, but not
at all surprising to others that the
motor city
did not even
make
the
top 20 list of
cities under
consideration to locate a huge, new
Amazon facility. Local business mogul and un-official mayor of Detroit,
Dan Gilbert led the bidding war to
get Amazon to choose Detroit, but
instead the city got subbed. Amazon
cites lack of technical talent and the
absence of a transit system as the
reasons. He is fuming mad along
with Mayor Mike Duggan and other elected officials. My advice, we
need to listen, learn, and prepare
for the future if Detroit is ever going to have a true renaissance.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

NBC TODAY SHOW
The new morning team on the
Today Show is being co-anchored by
two women for the first time. Following the firing
of Matt Lauer, the
network
tapped
Hoda Kotb to fill
the spot. She is
teamed with Savannah Guthrie. I
guess that leaves
Kathie Lee to drink wine and gossip
without her BFF on the 4h hour of Today. By the way, Hoda is a woman of
color of Egyptian heritage. There have
been few mentions of her ethnicity.
Not that it matters, but I wonder why.
BEST COVERAGE OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL AUTO SHOW - ALL
MEDIA WINS!
Although WXYZ is the “official” station chosen to air the NAIAS, WDIV and
Fox 2 also did a
great job bringing the viewers
in-depth information and showing
off the new vehicles. My pick for
Best gown (s) of the evening go
to Carolyn Clifford. The two pastel yellow floor-length dresses she
wore made her look like royalty! It
was more than just glitz and glamour however, as millions of dollars
was raised for children’s charities.
BEST AUTOMOTIVE COMMERCIALS - HONDA ACCORD AND
FORD FUSION
Honda’s creative approach to
introducing their new top of the line
vehicle took a throwback approach.
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It showed
o l d e r
models of
the Honda Accord
surrounded by people doing the dances of that
era to the old school music from that
particular year. Very clever. The Ford
Fusion commercial features a millennial woman sitting behind the wheel
apparently testing out the technology as she sings along in preparation
for an audition. I think that’s what
it was. Whatever, it’s a good one!
NEW SHOW TO WATCH - TWO
SIDES, A DOCUMENTARY ON
TV ONE
This 4-part series is narrated
by Viola Davis. It
gives an in-depth
view of the various police killings
of innocent black
men. Strong content! Good to watch
as a family if you
have pre-teens and teenagers at home.
Check your local listings for times.

SPECIAL
ADVERTISING
RATES
CALL
DETROIT
SMART PAGES
NEWSPAPER
313-268-3523

www.detroitsmartpages.com

F E AT U R E A R T I C L E

Excerpts from Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail
From the Birmingham jail, where
he was imprisoned as a participant in
nonviolent demonstrations against
segregation, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., wrote in longhand the letter
which follows: It was his response to a public statement of
concern and caution issued by
eight white religious leaders of the
South. Dr. King, who was born in
1929, did his undergraduate work
at Morehouse College; attended the
integrated Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester, Pennsylvania, one
of six black pupils among a hundred students, and the president
of his class; and won a fellowship
to Boston University for his Ph.D.

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across
your recent statement calling our
present activities “unwise and untimely.” Seldom, if ever, do I pause
to answer criticism of my work and
ideas. If I sought to answer all of
the criticisms that cross my desk,
my secretaries would be engaged
in little else in the course of the
day, and I would have no time for

constructive work. But since
I feel that you are men of genuine
good will and your criticisms are sincerely set forth, I would like to answer your statement in what I hope
will be patient and reasonable terms.
You deplore the demonstrations
that are presently taking place in Birmingham. But I am sorry that your
statement did not express a similar
concern for the conditions that brought
the demonstrations into being. I am
sure that each of you would want to go
beyond the superficial social analyst
who looks merely at effects and does
not grapple with underlying causes.
I would not hesitate to say that it
is unfortunate that so-called demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham at this time, but I would say in
more emphatic terms that it is even
more unfortunate that the white power structure of this city left the Negro
community with no other alternative.
In any nonviolent campaign
there are four basic steps: collection of
the facts to determine whether injustices are alive, negotiation, self -purification, and direct action. We have
gone through all of these steps in Bir-

mingham. There can be no gainsaying
of the fact that racial injustice engulfs
this community. Birmingham is probably the most thoroughly segregated
city in the United States. Its ugly record of police brutality is known in
every section of this country. Its unjust treatment of Negroes in the courts
is a notorious reality. There have been
more unsolved bombings of Negro
homes and churches in Birmingham
than in any other city in this nation.
These are the hard, brutal , and
unbelievable facts. On the basis of
them, Negro leaders sought to negotiate with the city fathers. But the
political leaders consistently refused
to engage in good -faith negotiation.
Let us turn to a more concrete
example of just and unjust laws. An
unjust law is a code that a majority inflicts on a minority that is not binding
on itself. This is difference made legal.
On the other hand, a just law is a code
that a majority compels a minority to
follow, and that it is willing to follow
itself. This is sameness made legal.
Let me give another explanation.
An unjust law is a code inflicted upon
a minority which that minority had no

part in enacting or creating because it
did not have the unhampered right to
vote. Who can say that the legislature
of Alabama which set up the segregation laws was emocratically elected?
Throughout the state of Alabama all
types of conniving methods are used to
prevent Negroes from becoming registered voters, and there are
some counties without a single Negro registered to vote, despite the
fact that the Negroes constitute a
majority of the population. Can any
law set up in such a state be considered democratically structured?
These are just a few examples
of unjust and just laws. There are
some instances when a law is just
on its face and unjust in its application. For instance, I was arrested
Friday on a charge of parading without a permit. Now, there is nothing wrong with an ordinance which
requires a permit for a parade, but
when the ordinance is used to preserve segregation and to deny citizens the First Amendment privilege
of peaceful assembly and peaceful protest, then it becomes unjust.
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SCHAEFER LYNDON SELF STORAGE

Winter Storage Space Sale!

Get more space out of your condo or apartment this winter.

EASY IN-EASY OUT! Indoor & Outdoor Units.
■ Safe, Affordable & Convenient!
■ Ask about our special discounts!
■ 5 ft., 10 ft and
d up to 30 ft spaces available
■ Moving supplies
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■ One level facility
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■ Climate control
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313-272-2300

■ U-Haul Rentals
■ Open 7 days a week
security
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■ Alarms
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■ New
N modern facility
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■ Warehouse
W
storage
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Contact us at: 14541 Schaefer • Detroit, MI 48227 • 313-272-2300

