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Join Us for our Annual…

Winter
Holiday
Tea
Benefiting the

Ronald McDonald House of Detroit
Saturday

December 2, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
at the

Detroit Marriott Downtown
400 Renaissance Drive • Renaissance Center
Detroit, Michigan 48243
ticketS

$65 per adult/$25 per child
All Major Credits Cards/ Check Accepted
Valet parking available
featuring
l

Fashion Show by Elite Couture Boutique
l Raffles
l Upscale Silent Auction
l Jazz by Vocalist Kimmie Horne
l Cash Mimosa Bar
co-Mc’s

Tati Amare WDIV TV,
& Stephen Clark WXYZ TV
for reServationS

MAIL the reservation form to:
Ronald McDonald House of Detroit
4707 St. Antoine, Suite 200 • Detroit, MI 48201
OR CALL Linda Porter at 313-966-0198

Join us for an evening of stimulating conversation based
on the concepts from his recently released revised best seller,

“New Visions For Black Men”
at the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American
History, General Motors Theatre.
His analysis of
the social, political, psychological and spiritual
concerns of African Americans
speaks to the
shared issues
NA’IM AKBAR Ph.D.
Of all humanity
during these uncertain and confusing
times. Dr. Akbar will share his vision
of all Black Men and Black Women
And humanity as a whole growing
and improving themselves.

Sunday, February 4, 2008

- ADMISSION IS FREE!
Detroit Unity Temple - 10:00 a.m.
17505 2nd Ave
Detroit, Mi 48203
313-345-4848
Rev. Gregory Guice and First Lady Francine Guice, JD

Tuesday February 6th - 7 p.m. (Doors open at 6 p.m.)

The Charles H. Wright Museum
315 E. Warren Ave
Detroit, MI 48201
313-494-5800
ADMISSION - $25.00
(includes a signed copy of Dr. Akbar’s book)

Tickets or a copy of the book can be purchased at:
ELE Wealth, 18700 W. Ten Mile Rd., Southfield, MI • 48075, 248-356-6555

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE.
From public art installations to one-of-a-kind
shopping destinations, there’s truly
something for the entire family. With plenty
of convenient parking options, restaurants
and retailers just steps away, you’ll eat, shop
and play at every turn.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

PUBLISHER’S MESSAGE

The more things change the more things remain the same….

A

ccording to all news media, public opinion and the
man on the street, it was a
foregone conclusion that incumbent Mayor Duggan would remain
at the helm of the city of Detroit.
Many residents
worked hard for
the young Coleman Young, Jr.,
but he was handicapped from the
start. Money, enBEVERLY SMITH
dorsements, age
and experience all
played
a
significant
role.
Some will contend that the biggest barrier of all was the race factor. Young was accused of bringing
race into the competition from the
beginning. The only debate between
the two rivals left Young stigmatized
with interjecting race into the debate
in his opening remarks. Others would
argue that Young had every right to
show a contrast between the two and
how their vision of Detroit’s future

is seen through two different lens.
Duggan ran his first campaign on every neighborhood has
a future, repopulating the city and
making Detroit, One Detroit. One
could easily access that campaign
promises are very hard to keep. I
have been hearing talk about revitalizing Detroit’s the neighbor-

Fund and other supporters. With all
these help aids, the neighborhoods
and residents are not feeling the resurgence and remain skeptical and
still feel cut off from the development in downtown and midtown.
What will it take to have a real
One Detroit? Well, it takes connectivity to the needs of the people

You can’t make a difference from afar;
you must have a commonality with the
people you are trying to govern and
become a part of the landscape.
hoods for nearly ten years now.
Some progress has been made
and a few new programs are underway to help business owners remain
in business with the help of programs
like NEIdeas, Detroit Restore, Motor City Match, The Build Institute,
Entrepreneurs of Color Fund, and
the new BizLoan Program supported by the Detroit Community Loan

living in the neighborhoods, a real
sense of caring face to face and not
just hearing about something on
the news, a feeling that you are appreciated and wanted in a city that
is over 85% people of color. You
can’t make a difference from afar;
you must have a commonality with
the people you are trying to govern
and become a part of the landscape.

I N S P I R AT I O N A L C O R N E R

Professor Peter Hammer of
Wayne State Law School said it very
eloquently in the September/October
issue of this paper. “The only possible logic is therefore one of triage.
In a world where everyone cannot
be saved, the weak must be sacrificed for the strong. As such, limited
resources must be directed to relatively well-off neighborhoods at the
expense of relatively less viable and
less well-off neighborhoods. Consciously or unconsciously, we are
planning for an even more segregated and unequal future in Detroit.”
Local and national politics are
so intertwined, it seems like instead
of progressing, our lives are thrown
back into a time machine reliving
the days of past. If Detroit’s future
is anything like where we see the
country heading, progress is only
felt in the lives of a few and the
many are still struggling and waiting for prosperity to reign free.
email: info@detroitsmartpages.com
phone: 313-268-3523

Life, Butterflies, The World, and Us

A

s much as we all dislike the struggles of this life, struggles are exactly what we need in our
lives.  There are processes of life consisting of things we all must go through in order to travel through
our journeys, and
prepare us for what’s
ahead that we cannot
yet see; preparing us
to fly sort-to-speak,
giving us the strength
we will need and reinforcing our faith
BARBARA BRAZILE
along the way. This
is just the way life was designed to be.
Everything must undergo a transformation, a refinement, or series of tests
in order to be proved, changed, grow
and made acceptable for the purpose it
was initially intended. For example, a
butterfly begins its journey as a caterpillar, one who is earthbound and not
very pleasant to look upon before it undergoes its transformation while buried
in its cocoon.  During this time it may
look like nothing is going on but big
changes are happening inside the cocoon.  
A butterfly must struggle to be re-

leased from its cocoon because its struggle is what will give it the strength to
complete the journey it was destined
to live.  Its struggle is necessary to
ensure that it would be ready to fly
once it achieves its freedom from its cocoon. Finally, the once ugly caterpillar

However, these same trees resurrect again every season to its glorious state bearing leaves of green in
the spring and summer.  Heaven and
earth declare the glory of our Heavenly
Father, who purposed for all things to
undergo a transformation of a death, buri-

Knowing him will allow us to accept the transformation designed
for us individually so that we, too, may be changed as the beautiful
butterfly, and be free and boundless in the Spirit of our Heavenly
Father throughout eternity!
has now transformed into a beautiful butterfly, and is no longer earthbound; but
now has wings and is free to fly.
Everything must change; this is
all part of a purpose.  An example is the
season of Fall.  Fall is a time when we
all wait to see the beautiful colors of the
leaves transform from green to orange,
red, yellow, and brown.  While green they
are in their glorious state.  However, they
must undergo a change of colors in preparation for its ultimate death or change,
as their leaves fall off the trees onto the
earth and are buried in the grass, rain, and
snow during the fall and winter months.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

al, and resurrection, including us.
The Bible speaks of being born
again, however, not physically so, but
spiritually.  This, too, is another transformation that must take place.  Becoming a
new creature is having our understanding
illuminated and enlightened with truth
and substance, which will ultimately
change our behavior and attitude.  Our
thinking will be transformed from a carnal or natural way of thinking to a spiritual way of thinking and understanding.
Our faith will become stronger and we
are not easily swayed by man’s imaginations, theories, and opinions, or the
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gross wickedness of this world, but will
expect bonafide answers from within that
can be proven to our satisfaction, wherein
the spirit of our Heavenly Father dwells
and teaches us - if it is His spirit in you.
Spirit
crosses
cultures,
creeds, countries, and the universe. It is
not bias - It has no borders, it is not constricted.  Our Heavenly Father is spirit
and is life.  He is endless, boundless and
eternal.  We cannot escape this reality, but
rather we should desire to have a prayer
of urgency in our hearts and minds to be
transformed to a spiritual way of perceiving life which will help us to fully
embrace the purpose of our Heavenly
Father.  Knowing him will allow us to
accept the transformation designed for
us individually so that we, too, may be
changed as the beautiful butterfly, and
be free and boundless in the Spirit of our
Heavenly Father throughout eternity!
CONTACT INFO:
Barbara Brazile
President, Brazille Enterprises
E-mail: brazilleenterprises@comcast.net
Phone: 248.766.2726

SMART BUSINESS PRACTICES

Small Business Owners Need an Advisory Board

In the previous issue I concluded my article with an introduction to
the Detroit Small Business Roundtable of Consultants. I met with a
variety of experts and asked them
if they wouldn’t
mind offering advice to small businesses based on
their specialized
area of expertise.
I was not surprised to find that
most of them are
LAURA SIGMON
not only willing to participate but insist that we
start sessions as soon as possible.
So, ask yourself, might you benefit
from having a group of consultants
working to support your needs?
Do you have an advisory
board? If not, why not? Couldn’t
you use a sounding board? Too
many small business owners neglect to ask for help or seek advice. Whether your decisions are

small or large it never hurts to get
a second opinion. I strongly recommend incorporating this change
if you haven’t done so already.
This year alone, I have heard
from more Detroit Smart Pages
readers than any previous year asking a variety of questions from lending considerations to selling their
practices. First, there are no cookie
cutter right answers to questions like
these. The consultant or consultants
you seek advice from should at a
minimum know a bit about your organization before advice is rendered.
Having a select group of go-to
experts is a great way to ensure you
have access to real time information
as it relates to your individual needs.
There are two possibilities
to explore:
If you self-select a group of
subject matter experts and want
them to assist you based on their expertise you should contact them and

advise that you are soliciting advisory board positions. If they accept
the position, start planning your
engagement strategy! You should
realistically anticipate outlining
your current position, what your
immediate need is and how each
of them can support your request.

If you don’t have a preselected
group of professionals, consider
this alternative:
As information, a small group
of industry experts have assembled to support local businesses. This assembled team meets
once a month and works as a
roundtable of business consultants. The group will meet with
up to 3 small business concerns.
If you’re interested in connecting with them, the link is here:

Small Business Roundtable of
Consultants
Imagine having these people
on your payroll, but for only $50.00.
The group will collectively meet with
you and offer assistance when and
where needed. The team includes:
• a patent, trademark, and intellectual property attorney
• an accountant
• a business strategist
• a retail guru
• a marketing expert
• government/private market contract specialist
• commercial realtor
For more information on
the Detroit Small Business
Roundtable Consultants,
please contact me or the Editor.

CONTACT INFO:
Laura Sigmon
Best Practices Consulting Services, LLC
2727 2nd Avenue, Suite 266 • Detroit, MI 48201 • www.BestPractices
ConsultingServices.com • (O) 313.265.3062 (F) 313.355.9371 • (C) 313.757.1695

ASK THE TECH GUY

All About Technology Invests In The Community and Our Youth
It is important to remember that
there are truly no more important investments than the ones we make for our
families, our communities, our youth
and toward educational opportunities
at every stage of life
and in our careers.
I know that
firsthand growing up
on the west side of
Detroit as the second
of three children. We
WILLIE BRAKE
had a lot of love in our
household and a lot of laughter – but
not much else. I never dreamed I would
have the opportunity to attend college,
to say nothing of being able to afford
it. Still, because I was blessed to meet
people along the way who believed in
my potential and helped me reach for
it, I went on to become the first in my
family to attend and graduate from college with an advanced degree. Without
that education, my life would certainly
have taken an altogether more probable
path that the extraordinary one it did.
At All About Technology, we
know that the investments we make
in our community, and our youth
pay immeasurable dividends. I’ve
never forgotten just how powerfully the educational opportunities I

was blessed with shaped my life.
That’s why I’m honored to serve
as an employment partner to provide insight from a marketplace perspective to
help youth through internships and job
shadows gain meaningful work experience in the technology industry. I am

Our program gives youth a
behind the scenes look at our
operations and an invaluable
on the job learning experience. It’s a way of giving
young people, often from
diverse of disadvantaged
backgrounds, a foothold
for their future careers.
committed to my city and the community
that I serve and I’ve been recognized by
local and national organizations for my
achievements and philanthropic contributions. I am proud of my efforts to pay
it forward and be of service to others.
Having proven talent and competent assistance allows me to position
the company for a growth trajectory.
As so many of us know, our earliest
work experiences provided the greatest education. It’s in that first job or in-
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ternship that we begin to learn how to
succeed and, more importantly, how to
fail and try again. It’s where we begin
to acquire the habits, skills, and values
that guide us for the rest of our careers.
I know that was true for me,
which is why it is so meaningful to continue the All About Technology Summer Associates Program. Our program
gives youth a behind the scenes look
at our operations and an invaluable on
the job learning experience. It’s a way
of giving young people, often from diverse of disadvantaged backgrounds,
a foothold for their future careers.
Throughout the summer, six remarkable students were been busy
learning from the leadership team at All
About Technology; assisting customers
and helping with key operations. Above
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all, they gained the credentials to land
their first job – perhaps even at All About
Technology. This program is a proven
pathway into an opportunity with many
previous interns gaining full-time positions at All About Technology or one
of our technology business partners.
So many of these extraordinary,
bright young people share the same
kinds of backgrounds and stories as
mine. The enthusiasm they brought to
serving our customers over the summer has been infectious and inspiring.
I know that the reputation of All About
Technology will only shine brighter with each achievement they attain
over the course of their careers. I’m
proud of the knowledge and education
they’ve received thanks to their time
with us. It’s just another of the many
ways All About Technology is dedicated to investing in our community, our
young people and continuing to bridge
the digital divide by making technology affordable and accessible for all.
CONTACT INFO:
Willie E. Brake is a Computer Expert and
Industry Analyst at All About Technology,
a Certified Minority Business Enterprise
and Microsoft Authorized Refurbisher,
based in Detroit, Michigan.
313-218-4888

SMART BUSINESS NEWS

THE SECRET SAUCE
HOW TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS LIKE A PRO!
Epic 4D LLC, a Detroit-based
software, animation and video game
company. Epic 4D, which created the
world’s largest English language trivia-based video game, is pioneering
software solutions that make businesses more efficient and profitable.
November 7, 2017 was the official launch our newest product, a
groundbreaking marketing and e-commerce app for small and medium-sized
businesses. This app allows businesses
to market and sell their products online
for a fraction of the cost of other apps. It
provides small businesses the tools typically available only to major companies.
Most business people agree, there
are three ways your business makes
more money. You get more customers,
cut costs, or get existing customers to
come back more often. The ability to
do all three is the holy grail of business.
What if we had a tool that let
you do just that? We are talking about
customer engagement that grows your
business and profits exponentially.

The secret?
Your own personal business app. A
revolutionary, cutting-edge, super-easyto-use app that lets you do the following:
• Showcase special products and advertise services.

• Alert customers to sales, new arrivals
and special offers.
• Take payments directly from any mobile device.
• Raise your company’s profile with
exposure in the Apple and Google app
stores.
• Upload new images, product descriptions and prices in minutes.

• Schedule appointments and take reservations 24/7.

• Provide customers with driving directions and telephone access to your business.

• Receive email enquiries and comments
from customers in real time.
• Let customers share framed selfies of
their shopping experience at your store
with friends and on social media.

I know what you are thinking:
this sounds like a fantastic way to attract customers and drive sales, but
apps are very expensive. That’s true,
good apps run anywhere from $25,000
to more than $500,000. That puts them
out of reach for most small businesses.
Until now.
Epic 4D has revolutionized the
app industry with its new state-ofthe-art Epic Go-Business app. As
the innovative company that built
the world’s largest English language
trivia video game, Epic 4D is again
upending the app world. And your
business can benefit in a major way.
Our app cost a fraction of what
you would pay elsewhere and allows
you to market and sell your products like the pros. Most importantly, the Epic Go-Business app helps
you make more money by growing
your customer base, automating services and increasing repeat business.
For just $1,999, your company can have its own revenue-generating app that will quickly
pay for itself. But it gets better.

Be among the first 100 customers to purchase the Epic 4D Go-Business app and take advantage of our
special introductory offer. These
customers pay a set-up fee of only
$599, and a monthly subscription of
only $19.99. There is no long-term
contract, and you can cancel your
monthly subscription at any time.
Secure your app today, because the 100 discounted apps
are expected to go very quickly after the November 7th launch.
Check out our short video, then
contact us to find out how an Epic 4D
Go-Business app can put more money in your pocket. Your customers
are mobile and on the move, we help
you reach them and close the sale.
Contact Information:
Melvin Claxton
Senior Partner
Epic 4D
313-285-8842
melvinlclaxton@gmail.com
www.greatbiblerace.com
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S M A R T R E A L E S TAT E I N V E S T M E N T S

How to Value Commercial Real Estate

G

iven enough time, all real estate
deals are profitable, however it
is a known fact that everyone
loses money in real estate at some point.
But in order to mitigate your risk, how
do you determine
how much to pay
for a property? How
do you decide what
a building is truly
worth both in today’s
market and at some
GARY L. SMITH point in the future?
How do you know
what a property is really worth?
There are basically three ways to
evaluate real estate. The Sales Comparison method, commonly referred to as
“comps” is primarily used in residential
real estate. Basically you determine the
value of one property in a given area by
the sales of similar properties within a
specific time frame, typically six months.
Another approach to determining
value is the Replacement Cost method. Whenever you use this approach

building is used to determine whether you
can make money or not, before you even
see the property. When determining value for commercial investment properties,
most jurisdictions use the income generated by the property as the prime indicator of what the value is. This is particularly true in net lease properties, where retail
stores that are out of operation can still
generate lease income for the Landlord.
Let’s say you found a property
that is located at the busy intersection
of Gratiot and Eight Mile, the location is great. Thousands of cars pass
that intersection every day. The building you’re interested in is occupied by
a tenant who is e-commerce resistant
and necessity based. They are willing,
able and ready to pay all the expenses
associated with operating that building.
Your tenant is a billion dollar company
who can well afford the rent you charge.
Here’s how you determine the value of this property. As most of us know,
you don’t get something for nothing.
There is risk in every investment…

Your biggest risk in real estate investing is what you don’t know. You
should always be looking for real estate located in a densely populated area,
with strong employment and strong rent
growth. You want a property that can
be purchased at or below replacement
cost. Remember, Cash flow is real estate’s, real value! It’s the most accurate
assessment of real estate value. The
game of real estate is quite simple; it’s
about figuring out what something is
worth, and then paying a lot less for it!
Income producing real estate is the gift
that keeps on giving. Always remember the cash flow from real estate is
only as stable, dependable and predictable as the tenant who pays the rent.
The ultimate goal of the real estate
investor is to eventually increase rents
and improve total cash flow of the property and sell. The extra cash flow can
be used to pay off debts, acquire more

Never buy real estate for appreciation. Always
buy real estate for cash flow. When you buy
for cash flow, you don’t care what the market
is doing. If you buy for appreciation, inflation
can ruin your strategy.
you must find out how much does it
costs, to build a brand new building
with the same quality of materials, location, etcetera, as the one you’re buying.
It’s generally acceptable if your costs
are lower than the cost to build new.
Then there is the Capitalization
method (CAP Rate). This method is
used over 90 percent of the time when
it comes to commercial real estate, because what you are buying is an income
stream. By taking the income of a property and dividing it by the price you arrive at the Capitalization or CAP Rate.
Another way of looking at cap rate
is that if you were paying all cash for a
property, then the cap rate is the actual
return you’re receiving on your investment. Knowing the cap rate in a particular market or for a particular property
type is critical to determining value.
This column will focus on the Capitalization Method or what I like to call
the Income Approach.
The income approach to valuing a

real estate is no different. However, the
lower the risk, the lower the return. The
higher the risk, the higher the return.
There obviously isn’t much risk involved in the scenario I described above;
you merely spend the money the tenant
pays you until they move. If they= move
before the term of the lease is up, they still
have to pay you the rent until the lease
expires. If they decide to remain after the
lease terminates, then they sign a new
lease at a new rate… wash, rinse, repeat!
Deals like this often come at a 5
or 6 percent cap rate. If the property is
selling for $1,000,000 and the cap rate is
6 percent, the income stream is $60,000.
However, deals like this in Metro Detroit typically sell at 7 percent, which
means the real value of the property is
closer to $857,143. When moving forward with any acquisition the decision
that has to be made is, am I buying the
property because of the income it produce by the tenant and the terms of the
lease, or the value of the real estate?
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properties or supplement income. Never
buy real estate for appreciation. Always
buy real estate for cash flow. When you
buy for cash flow, you don’t care what
the market is doing. If you buy for appreciation, inflation can ruin your strategy.
Real estate is all about cash flow!
Value becomes a by-product and yet
it’s a critical component to successful
investing. Understanding a deals’ ability to withstand bad times is important.
Protect the downside and the upside will
take care of itself. Focus on real estate
fundamentals and think about whether the returns are being generated from
the real estate itself or risky financial
engineering, (aka, “Creative Financing”). Look for opportunities for growth
and expansion, but don’t overpay for it!
CONTACT INFO:
Gary L. Smith, Managing Partner
Business Consultants International, Inc.
Bcicorp2000@yahoo.com
(248)991-5705
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New Vision for Black Men

D

estiny brought Dr. Naim Akbar and I together in 1981 in
what I thought was a chance
meeting that now has turned into a
36 year friendship and the most rewarding mentorship relationship
I’ve had the honor
of forming. Growing up in the shadows of Jim Crow
in
Mississippi,
we were taught to
ELLIS LIDDELL
keep our heads down,
say “Yes Sir”, and to never look
a white person in the eye. Although this teaching kept me alive,
it also did a job on my self esteem.
Fast forward, after 4 years at a
liberal arts Southern Baptist college
in Mississippi, imagine a young man
with a degree, yet filled with self
doubt, low self esteem, low ambition and worst of all; no self worth.
Standing on the prayers of my
ancestors, my mother and the kindness of my stepfather, God took control of my life and brought Dr. Akbar

A New Source for Business Capital

D

etroit Community Loan
Fund (DCLF), a Community Development Financial
Institution (CDFI) limited liability
company (L3C), created by Detroit
Development Fund and Invest Detroit, is designed to finance small
businesses located in the city of
Detroit that have traditionally faced
obstacles in obtaining financing but
have demonstrated growth potential. DCLF targets small businesses
in their initial stage of development
– businesses that have the potential to flourish and expand – if they
have the right tools and support.
DCLF’s newest loan fund, the
BizLoan Fund will dig deeper into
the small business lending ecosystem by providing capital in the
amount of $5,000-$50,000 for small

and I together. Dr. Akbar, the essence
of transformation from ‘Maleness to
Manhood’ he provided me with the
guidance I needed to overcome my
low self esteem. He empowered
me with knowledge and a greater
awareness of the brave African
American men and women who were
the pioneers of resilience and fortitude; in spite of the odds facing them.
Thus, the beginning of my healing from self doubt; and he allowed
me to put my college degree at work
by creating a job at his business,
“Mind Production”. This experience was the beginning of my personal journey realizing myself worth.
As I look back over my 16 years
in business, I now realize that all that
I have done has been guided by my
experience with Dr. Akbar through
him asking me to be his first manager which allowed me to travel the
world with him. I studied how he
served others with humility. It was
then that my life catapulted into my
purpose. Serving humanity is what
I was placed on this earth to do.

Dr. Akbar has written a new
book, “NEW VISION FOR BLACK
MEN”. This book captures the essence of what I learned from my
experience with him. Dr. Akbar
has unparalleled insight on today’s
events and what mothers and fathers need to do in order to empower their families. He discusses what it means to be a family not
just for now but generations from
now. His discussion on leaders
from our community is eye opening.
I welcome you to join me
as I welcome Dr. Naim Akbar
to Detroit this coming February.

business owners who traditionally find it harder to obtain financing.
The Max M. and Marjorie S.
Fisher Foundation and the Catalyst
Fund have provided a $2 million
loan commitment to create the BizLoan Fund designed to assist small

access to capital or business support services. These include African-Americans, Latino, Asian, Middle Eastern, immigrant communities,
women, LGBTQ, veterans, disabled,
returning citizens, low-income and
low-wealth households, and peo-

Sunday, February 4, 2008
- Admission is Free!
Detroit Unity Temple - 10:00 a.m.
17505 2nd Ave
Detroit, Mi 48203
313-345-4848
Rev. Gregory Guice and First Lady
Francine Guice, JD
Tuesday February 6th - 7 p.m.
(Doors open at 6 p.m.)

DCLF’s newest loan fund, the BizLoan Fund will dig
deeper into the small business lending ecosystem by
providing capital in the amount of $5,000-$50,000 for
small business owners who traditionally find it harder
to obtain financing.
businesses and aspiring entrepreneurs in Detroit, Hamtramck, and
Highland Park. The primary objective of the Fund is to provide loan
capital and technical assistance for
neighborhood-based, minority entrepreneurs and small businesses
who have been historically excluded
from traditional capital sources and
business development opportunities.
A focus will be on historically
underserved populations that traditionally have not had adequate
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ple with less than a college degree.
Business support organizations
have helped identify potential borrowers. These non-profits include:
ProsperUs (Southwest Solutions);
SWOT City (TechTown); Build
(Downtown Detroit Partnership);
ACCESS Growth Center; Grand Innovation; FoodLab; and the Michigan Women’s Foundation. These
non-profit organizations are supported by the New Economy Initiative in their efforts to help provide
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The Charles H. Wright Museum
315 E. Warren Ave
Detroit, MI 48201
313-494-5800
*Admission - $25.00 (includes a
signed copy of Dr. Akbar’s book)
*Tickets can be purchased at:
ELE Wealth, 18700 W. Ten Mile Rd.,
Southfield, MI
48075, 248-356-6555
Ellis Liddell is the President of
ELE Wealth Management, LLC in
Southfield, MI. He is also the author
of “Wealth Management: Merging
Faith with Finance” and a member
of the Million Dollar Roundtable.
Mr. Liddell can be reached at (248)
356-6555 or through his website:
www.elewealth.com
Securities offered through
ELE Wealth Advisors, Inc., member
FINRA. Advisory services offered
through ELE Advisory Services,
Inc. ELE Wealth Advisors and ELE
Advisory Services, LLC are affiliated through common ownership and
control.

training and technical assistance
to aspiring entrepreneurs and current businesses. The business support organizations will work with
potential borrowers to assist them
in understanding and compiling
loan fund documents for application using the loan fund criteria,
and provide follow-up assistance.
For more information, contact
Ashley Mizzi at amizzi@detroitcommunityloanfund.com or visit www.
detroitcommunityloanfund.com.
Here is a list of borrowers that
have already benefitted from the
BizLoan Fund.
• Delora Hall-Tyler,
owner of First Media Group
• Zina Davis,
Executive Director of Children of
the Rising Sun Empowerment Center
• James Atto,
Owner of Simple Supple Foods
• Reberta Cobb AND Shardae Davis,
owners of Qute Fix

ASK THE SECURITY EXPERT

A

s we approach the holiday season there are obvious things
that we MUST do to protect
ourselves, our family, and our property from those that will use the festive holiday season
to do us harm. I’m
sure you have heard
them before, but as
a reminder, “a word
to the wise is sufficient”. First of all,
we must remain vigLARRY TEAMER
ilant in being aware
of our surroundings at all times. While
shopping, going to and from shopping
malls or walking through parking lots,
you must stay off your cell phone and
keep an eye on who is around you, and
what they are doing. The same thing
applies to handling cash, checks, or
credit cards in the checkout lines in
stores. Those who would like to take
advantage of us are aware that lots of
money is exchanged during the holiday season from Thanksgiving until
the New Year. Therefore, any unsuspecting or distracted person is a potential target. Keep in mind that if you
give a criminal an opportunity to vic-

timize you, that’s what they will do.
Remember to conceal your packages in your car. Do not place recently
purchased goods in your car and return
back into the store. Leave the area and
park in another location if you must
return. Criminals are watching you,

grooming, exercising, veterinarian
bills, constant care and attention that
you must provide in-order to keep a
dog in healthy condition will thoroughly out-weigh the cost of owning
an alarm system. As the saying goes,
“a dog is like a two year old kid that

While shopping, going to and from shopping malls or walking through parking lots, you must stay off your cell phone
and keep an eye on who is around you, and what they are
doing. The same thing applies to handling cash, checks,
or credit cards in the checkout lines in stores.
you must do the same. If you adhere
to some of the well-known safety tips,
you should have a wonderful holiday
season free of unwanted drama.
On another note, Ms. Betty M,
asked if it is best to have a dog for
home security or a burglar alarm system?
In response: Ms. Betty, either option would probably have the desired
effect, which is peace of mind, being
comfortable and feeling secure and
safe in your home. However, the emotional attachment to a dog, along with
the added costs of feeding, boarding,

www.detroitsmartpages.com

never grows up”. Meaning you have
to constantly care for the dog as if it
were a baby. Someone would have to
keep the dog when you go out of town
which may become a burden if you
like to travel. So if you have the time,
energy, patience, and finances to harbor a dog, then a dog may be for you.
However, if you do not, then an alarm
system will give you the same peace of
mind at a fraction of the cost.
Keep in mind that a complete
burglar alarm system covering all
windows and doors with 24/7 central
station monitoring can cost you under
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a thousand dollars one-time fee to own,
and under a dollar a day for 24 hour
a day monitoring and police directed
response to the alarm. This is a “get
it and forget it” monetary commitment
to your safety and security. Other than
the ability to bite an intruder, I think the
monitored alarm system works best.
I have to admit that I may be
somewhat biased in that my security
company Pyratech Security Systems,
Inc., sells, services, and installs monitored burglar alarm systems, as well as
uniformed security guard services, and
private investigations. Our excellent
staff would be more than happy to provide you with a high quality electronic
burglar alarms system with superior
workmanship at a very competitive
price. Since we don’t sell dogs.
If you have any security or safety questions that you would like me to
answer, please send me a note to Ask
the Security Expert, Pyratech Security
Systems, Inc., 20150 Livernois Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48221, or email
me at larry@pyratechsecurity.com.
BE SMART and BE SAFE! HAPPY HOLIDAYS and have a safe and
prosperous NEW YEAR!

ACCESSORIES BY STEPHANIE
%
One item
Thru Dec. 24, 2017

Classic, Elegant and Timeless Clothing Collection.

Sizes: Small to 3XL. Prices start at $19.00.
Beautiful fashion jewelry, Sterling Silver,
genuine gems and one of a kind jewelry designed by
Stephanie at affordable prices. Jewelry starts at $10.00.

%
One item
Thru Dec. 24, 2017

Double breasted long jacket.
It’s truly a piece of art.
Absolutely timeless black and
white Jacket by Joseph Ribkoff
Sizes, 4 to 20. Joseph Ribkoff

Austrian Crystal
necklace

ALL
JEWELRY
ON SALE!

Fresh water pearl, hand
made by Stephanie. It is
a piece of art.

SPECIAL PRICES FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
ACCESSORIES BY STEPHANIE

Inside Henry Ford West Bloomfield
Hospital. | 6777 W. Maple
| W.Bloomfield,
MI 48322 | 248-325-0404
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
2017Rd.
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19

SMART BUSINESS PROFILE

US Ice is Heating up on 8 mile

W

By Nick Robinson

alking through the front
office and into the factory
of US Ice on 8 Mile road,
I was affronted with two sensations:
the loud hum of automation and the
dry, permeating chill of a gargantuan
freezer. Both enveloped me as I began to take in the astonishing contents

SAAD ABBO

of this unassuming concrete building.
Saad Abbo, the proud owner of US Ice Corporation, paraded
me around the staircases and tight
corridors of his pristine ice making
machinery before we sat down in
his quiet, warm office. He beamed
with pride as he showed off the
two brand new cooling towers on
the roof and the automated packaging line they installed last year.
US Ice had just finished a 3-year
endeavor to more than double the capacity of the plant and expand to new
verticals. The renovation included the
expansion of their building to include
a freezer capable of storing more than
180,000 bags of ice, opening up the
possibility of inventory. Coupled
with new cooling towers and pumps
to create ice and automation to process it, Saad and US Ice are now well
equipped to weather even the most
severe summer heat wave – with a
whopping 400 tons of ice per day. In
addition to bagged ice, they recently
acquired another ice carving company – Michigan Ice Carving. 2 CNC
routers are on deck to help craft stunning sculptures and centerpieces from
400 pound blocks of crystal clear ice.
When Saad began US Ice with
his father (Foad) 33 years ago, they
could not boast such incredible sta-

tistics; their original ice making machine topped out at 10,000 pounds
per day. Service was (and remains)
the cornerstone of their business.
In 1984, Saad’s father was running
3 small shops in Detroit and was
frustrated by the lack of reliable
ice vendors. He called on a summer Thursday during a heatwave
for more ice and their vendor didn’t
come until the following Monday
– a costly latency. “We can do better,” Saad’s father was adamant.
They built and grew a business
through good and bad times with
one key principle in mind, “Service. Service. Service. Don’t delay
a customer”. Saad’s father drilled
the power of good service into him,
“You give the customer your word.
You stick to your word. Don’t go
back on your word. Make sure they
get the ice.” Simple as that. As a

vide cooler rentals at a low cost. You
can’t miss seeing US Ice coolers at
retail locations all over the city as you
drive throughout the neighborhoods.
US Ice is an icon in the city of

dean Chamber, Arab American and
Chaldean Council, and the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers.
Today, U.S. Ice is Southeast
Michigan’s largest family owned
independent ice manufacturer and
supplier. You can trust them to get
the job done, with the newest fleet of
trucks in the industry and the most
updated ice manufacturing and automated process plant in the USA.
US Ice specializes in ice products,
bagged ice, dry ice, retail locations,
special on-site events, and public
consumers. Now, US Ice has added beautifully carved, custom ice
sculptures to its list of services to
bring class and elegance to your next
event. For seasonal events, construction sites, catering companies, trade
shows or parties, U.S. Ice can pro-

es, businesses and organizations for
fundraising activities. US Ice starts
with the freshest water available
and constantly purify during freezing to ensure they deliver the highest quality, Crystal Pure U.S. Ice
Mr. Abbo has big plans for the

future. His sons – Jacob, 23, Isaac,
20, and Marcus, 16 – have all worked
in and around the business and his
eldest son, Jacob, decided to work
full-time last fall. “We have a good
family operated business. [They]
US Ice is an icon in the city of Detroit and
can take over and expand everya longstanding business that gives back to
where or, [they] can do whatever
the community by donating its services to
they want,” Saad remarked when
churches, businesses and organizations for
asked if he intended for his sons
fundraising activities.
to follow in his footsteps. Isaac is
studying accounting with a keen eye
result of more than 3 decades of Detroit and a longstanding business
toward refrigeration. Concerning his
excellent service, Saad and US Ice that gives back to the community
have earned loyalty and accolades by donating its services to church- youngest, Abbo noted, “Well, at 16
you’ve still got a little way to go.”
from organizations like the Chal-
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If all goes well, Saad has ambition to expand its footprint beyond
Southeastern Michigan to the rest of
the state with the help of his sons. A
Midwestern ice empire may be on the
horizon. US Ice is located at 10625
8 Mile Rd. Call 313-862-3344.

F E AT U R E A R T I C L E

AdCon 2017, Detroit’s Premier Advertising Career Conference

T

he Adcraft Club of Detroit has
been the catalyst that brings
together the Detroit advertising and marketing communications
community to exchange ideas, support and educate its membership and
young professionals, recognize and
celebrate great work, and foster creativity in our various crafts and our
greater community since 1905. The
Adcraft Club provides every member
with numerous opportunities to meet
peers, expand their knowledge, find
career opportunities, and establish
meaningful business relationships.
Adcraft members come from
all segments of the advertising and
marketing communications industry,
ranging from top-echelon clients from
the automotive industry and other industries, advertising agency and media executives to new professionals.
AdCon Career Conference
2017 is a annual must-attend event
for students/new grads/young professionals (with under 5 years of experience) considering/entering the field
of advertising. AdCon hosts more
than 400 attendees who are interest-

ed in learning more about what it’s
like to work in the advertising and
marketing communications industry.
Hear what ad agency, corporate and
start up life is like from some of the
area’s top professionals. Students and
young professionals have the opportunity to network with industry experts
and receive valuable resume, portfolio and interview tips from recruiters.
AdCon-The Future of Advertising: Made in Detroit 2017 was
held at Wayne State University’s
Community Arts Center on November 11th. Some of the sessions
included panelists and speakers
in the following positions:
• Social Media 		
• Media Planner
• Project Management
• Art Direction		
• Strategy 				
• Start Ups				
• Media Buyer			
• Emerging Media
• Copywriting 		
• Public Relations
			

Deadra Rahaman, Sara Mahmood
and Fares Ksebati.

Keynote Speakers for AdCon-Made in Detroit 2017 were
Fares Ksebati, and Deadra Rahaman.
Fares Ksebati is the Co-Founder and
CEO of MySwimPro, the #1fitness
app for swimmers around the world.
Fares is a graduate of Wayne
State University’s Illitch School of
Business and competed on the varsity
swim team. Before starting MySwimPro, Fares led digital marketing at
multiple venture-backed companies.
He was most recently recognized by
the Illitch School of Business with the
prestigious Emerging Leader Award.

Happy Holidays

Offin River’s
Accessories Etcetera

Offn River's Boutique have a large selection of items for Xmas Shopping. Clothing,
Hats, Jewelry ,handbags and small gift items
Xmas Lay-a-way available
and complimentary gift wrapping.
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday, November 25,2017
11:00am-7:00PM
NOEL NIGHT
Saturday, December 2, 2017
11:00am-8:00pm

HOURS
Tuesday -Friday 11:00AM-6:30PM
Saturday 11AM-6:00PM
DECEMBER HOLIDAY HOURS
Monday- Saturday 11AM-6:30PM

6080 WOODWARD AVENUE, DETROIT
Parking available at back of building
Across from the Amsterdam Q-Line Station
313.870.1630 | Like us on facebook

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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Deadra Rahaman is the Founder
and President of Society Redefined
Consulting and was the first African
American female to keynote at an
AdCon Conference. Deadra is a multidimensional advertising marketing
and communications executive with
12 years of brand building and strategic experience working on national
and global projects for Detroit based
ad agencies and Spike DDB located in
Brooklyn, NY. She has worked in many
sectors including automotive, mobile,
retail, casino, government, non-profit
and sports management. Deadra also
specializes in digital, integrated projects/campaigns, operational management, diversity and talent development. A few projects/clients include
the General Motors Foundation MLK
Monument dedication, New York
City Police Department, AARP, JBL
HARMAN, Chevrolet and Cadillac.
Adcraft Club of Detroit is located at 2000 Brush St. Suite 601.
Detroit, MI 48226. 313.872. 7850.
To contact Deadra Rahaman, visit her website at htpts://dkrahaman8.wixsite.com/deadrarahaman4.

COVER STORY

Avenue of Fashion is living up to its name

T

he Avenue of Fashion is still living up to its historic name and
the memories many of us share
of the hustling and bustling of families
patronizing the retailers, restaurants and
businesses that line both sides of the
avenue, just like in the old days. Redevelopment of the Avenue began long
before the renaissance of downtown
and midtown with the infusion of millions of dollars from corporations and
incentives from the city to move their
businesses into these specific areas.
The existing business owners on
the Avenue and new businesses used the
grit of their imaginations and their collective bargaining powers to form collaborations and business associations to meet
the challenge of rebuilding, remodeling
and revitalizing the Historic Avenue of
Fashion. With a flurry of retail shopping,
salons/spas, art galleries, professional
services, restaurants, coffee shops, bakeries, designers and special events, The
Avenue of Fashion on the northwest
side of Detroit has made a comeback.
On the Avenue of Fashion website,
it is the hub of the apparel industry in
Detroit where retailers, wholesale buyers, designers, stylists, students, shop-

Al Bartell, Chief Craig and Douglass Bartell

pers and residents all converge. The avenue of Fashion is funded by over 100
property owners within the district dedicated to making the community a clean,
safe and friendly place to work, shop,
do business and live through maintenance, security and marketing programs.
It’s all about Fashion! The Avenue has always been known for its
trend setting retailers and designers that
branded Detroit for its style and presence in the market place next to New
York and Paris as a fashion destination;
especially in men’s apparel and shoes.

One fashion retailer emerges as
an icon in men’s clothing and shoes,
Al Bartell owns 3 men’s retail stores
on the Avenue. Al’s first business venture was a candy store that sold chips
and pop when he was 21 years old.
His first encounter with men’s clothing came when someone gave him
a suit and asked if he could sell it. He
did of course and realized that he had a
knack for selling and started selling men
and women’s clothing out of his van.
Being a very meticulous dresser in his own right, Al opened Times
Square Clothing on the Avenue of Fashion in 2010. Custom tailoring is a must
for the well groomed man, he said and
Times Square meets that requirement
hands down. Times Square is uniquely
designed to service the smartly dressed
man from head to toe. Specializing in
customized men’s suits, shirts, ties and
name brand designers including Renoir,
Gruppo-Bravo and Galante. Times
Square’s clientele is a list of who’s who
in Detroit including Chief Craig, Warren
Evans, Bishop Andrew Merritt, Bishop
Drew Sheard, Tommy Hearns and Attorneys Barry Keller and Anthony Adams.
Al realized that he was not reach-

ing a large section of male shoppers, so
he opened “Suits for Less” servicing
men looking for a well made quality suit
with affordable prices. As the Avenue
is quickly becoming a destination for
shoppers from all over the metro area, Al
wanted to expand his shoe collection to
answer the demand. He also noted that
theere wasn’t a shoe store on the west
side of Detroit, so he opened the Shoebox this summer with a full line of men’s
shoes for every occasion including name
brands like Mezlan, Ugo Vasare, Johnston and Murphy and Steve Madden. Al
feels that men should care about their
appearance; looking good matters. He
is not into casual Fridays. His motto is
“Dress Well, Feel Well and Look Well.”
For More information call:
313-342-9005

Faye Nelson Accepts Teaching Position in the Sojourner
Truth Fellowship Program at University of Michigan

Faye Nelson will be leaving her
current position as Vice President of
DTE Energy, board chair and President of the DTE Energy Foundation in January to
serve as a fellow
at the University of Michigan
to pursue initiatives empowering
women. Ms. Nelson will leave her
Faye Nelson
post for a teaching position at the University of
Michigan and to continue her public board career. She will advise
on Deloitte’s Board-Ready Women
Program in Detroit, helping prepare
women for corporate governance.
At the University of Michigan, her class will examine development of the Detroit Riverfront
by exploring development of public and private partnerships, politics and ethics. “We’ll look at all
the ingredients that came together

that supported the success of the
launch of the riverfront,” she said.
Starting in January, undergraduate and graduate students

ware Corp. Under Nelson’s leadership, the Conservancy represented
one of the most successful public
-private partnerships that includ-

“I’m certainly looking forward to continue
my public board career, but most importantly sharing my expertise to support a variety
of efforts and to help more women get in
public board seats,” Nelson told Crain’s.
can enroll in the Sojourner Truth
Fellowship through Michigan’s
Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning. The program focuses on key urban and
regional planning initiatives and
on strengthening the diversity initiatives of the college, she said..
Nelson formerly served as the
first president and CEO of the Detroit RiverFront Conservancy for a
decade before joining DTE. Prior
to that, she served for 14 years on
the board of directors for Compu-
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ed foundations, corporations, the
public sector and the community at
large in support of the revitalization
and sustainability of the riverfront.
During Nelson’s tenure, over
3-1/2 miles of public space was developed, generating over $1 billion
of public and private investment.
Prior to joining the Conservancy,
she served as vice president, Governmental Affairs for Wayne State
University, where she led the development of the Wayne State University Research and Technology
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Park, now known as “Tech Town.”
Nelson joined the Detroit-based
energy company, DTE in 2014, leading the foundation’s philanthropic
realignment and investment initiatives, including the Detroit’s “grand
bargain,” its largest gift to a single a
project. The foundation awarded $15
million in grants in 2016 and expects
$21 million of grant-making for 2017.
She currently serves as a
board member of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the Henry Ford
Health System and Health Network, Midtown Detroit, Inc., the M
-1 RAIL and the Sphinx organization. She is a member of the Executive Leadership Council, the State
Bar of Michigan, Life Member of
the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference, International Women’s Forum
-Michigan, Detroit Athletic Club
and the Economic Club of Detroit.
Resources: Crain’s Business, DTE
Press Release, Faye Nelson’s bio.

F E AT U R E S T O R Y

Congratulations to the 2017 NEIdeas Small
Business Challenge Winners
The New Economy Initiative is thrilled to announce the winners of NEIdeas, a small business challenge
awarding a total of $400,000 to existing businesses in Detroit, Hamtramck, and Highland Park for their
ideas for growth. The 22 winners of the 2017 NEIdeas small business challenge are:

2017 $100K WINNERS

BON BON BON
Idea: Pay for the manufacture of new
silicone molding to dramatically increase
production of chocolates.

BEL AIR LUXURY CINEMA
Idea: Expand commercial kitchen and build
a bar to serve more food options and serve
alcoholic beverages to customers.

VAUGHAN INDUSTRIES
Idea: Purchase a piece of equipment that
makes producing car wash parts dramatically
more efficient

2017 $10K WINNERS

1 STEP 2 FITNESS
Idea: Purchase basketball wheelchairs
for adapted sports programming.

ALL OF MY CHILDREN
Idea: Purchase a van to transport new and
expectant mothers to “safe sleep academy.”

BEAU BIEN FINE FOODS
Idea: Upgrade kitchen equipment to be able to
rent kitchen space to other small food businesses.

CRYSTAL CLEAR IMAGES
Idea: Create a mini computer lab so customers
can design their own projects in the printshop.

EL ASADOR STEAKHOUSE
Expand kitchen and interior dining
space to serve more customers.

BLESSED BEGINNINGS LEARNING CENTER
ESI HARDWARE STORE
Idea: Purchase tablets, a computer, and a
Idea: Purchase drywall, lumber, plumbing, and
smart white board to add technology and STEM other types of inventory so contractors/builders
programming into the childcare facility.

don’t have to go to big box hardware stores.

Winners Of The 2017 NEIdeas Small Business Challenge

EVERYDAY SUPER DISCOUNTS
Idea: Increase inventory of sporting goods and
fitness equipment that they sell in their store.

FA SHOW LAWN N’ HOME CARE
Idea: Purchase commercial-grade landscaping
equipment to be able to service both residential
and commercial landscaping opportunities.

NATURALICIOUS
Idea: Invest in marketing campaign to
reach new customers of natural haircare
and cosmetics in 2,500 markets nationwide
where the products are now in stores.

TAQUERIA EL NACIMIENTO
Idea: Execute a marketing campaign to spread
the word about a new sports cantina.

NIKKI’S GINGER TEA
Idea: Purchase a new delivery van to
ensure reliable delivery of their ginger tea
beverages to wholesale clients.

PAGES BOOKSHOP
LUSH YUMMIES PIE CO.
Idea: Hire a part-time event planner to
Idea: Buy a walk-in freezer and a double-deck convection oven to increase production and keep up bring authors into the store, increase traffic,
with demand of their new grocery store contracts.
and increase book sales

NANDI’S KNOWLEDGE CAFÉ
Idea: Upgrade signage and upgrade
online presence to get the word out to
potential customers.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

PAINEXX CORPORATION
Idea: Purchase vats, a mixer, and other
machinery to make production of
Ringmaster Rubbing Oil more efficient.
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THE FOOD EXCHANGE RESTAURANT
Idea: Activate a vacant lot adjacent to
their carry-out restaurant, to be called
Harper Gardens.

TRINOSOPHES
Idea: Purchase permanent audio/visual
recording equipment for musicians and
touring artists to create recordings with
their independent record label.

VERNOR CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Idea: Purchase Shock Wave Therapy machine
and relevant training for staff to offer
customers an effective treatment for
chronic pain.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Detroit Beautification and Environmental Projects took
Center Stage at KMB Annual Awards Ceremony

K

eep Michigan Beautiful, Inc.
founded in 1962, has been
recognizing
beautification
and restoration projects throughout
the state of Michigan for over 30
years at an annual Conference and
Awards Ceremony. KMB is supported largely through grants provided by
corporations, membership donations,
and contributions from benefactors,
businesses, communities and individuals. KMB’s mission is to promote,
provide education and to recognize
beautification and restoration projects throughout the state of Michigan.
This year’s Awards Ceremony was
held on Friday, October 19th at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in West Lansing.
The nominations are judged on
exterior projects that involve environmental clean-up, historical preservation, site beautification and restoration
and educational programs for children
and adults. Four categories of awards
are given: The President’s Award; given to an exceptional program, project

Robert Sestok-City Sculpture

or individual that most exemplifies the
goals of KMB, the Michigan Award;
given for outstanding effort in furthering the goals of KMB, the Award
of Merit recognizes projects smaller
in scale but most worthy of commendation and the Distinguished Ser-

Cass Community tiny homes project

vice Award; given to those who have
contributed to the beauty and clean
environment of our state through
varied programs and activities.
The Cass Community Tiny
Homes Project, MGM Grand Detroit,
Robert Sestok-City Sculpture, Beacon

Park, Chandler Park, Heritage Park
Senior village, Round House BBQ,
Detroit River AOC Project, Detroit
Zoological Society, and Daffodils 4
Detroit were among the 26 Honorees
from all over the state of Michigan.
www.keepmichiganbeautiful.org

Doing business without advertising is like “winking”
at someone in the dark; You know what you are doing,
but no one else does”.
- Walter Seward

Call Smart Marketing Consulting
313-268-3523

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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S M A R T H E A LT H C H O I C E S

Six Herbs for the Holidays and Beyond

W

ho doesn’t like the enticing
aroma and great flavor of
herbs? They are the best gift
from Mother Nature and come loaded with medicinal
properties.
Herbs
are
anti-inflammatory,
immune
boosting and are
often used for pain
relief. The antibacterial and antiviral
LATRICIA WRIGHT
properties of herbs
account for its therapeutic effects. A few reasons why
herbs predominate Ayurvedic and Traditional Chinese Medicine systems.
Here, we list six essential herbs
and their particular roles. These herbs
have the powers to boost your health.
So, why not use them in your menu planning to enjoy a healthy Holiday Season.
• Cloves are indigenous in Asian
cuisine. In Ayurveda, clove finds use as a
digestive aid, as a breath freshener and in
treating tooth decay. Cloves are high in
antioxidants, and significantly elevated
in an active component called eugenol.
Eugenol exhibits anti-inflammatory effects. Besides Eugenol, it also provides
powerful antioxidant flavonoids. The antibacterial effect of Eugenol kills the germs
in your mouth and prevents bad breath.
How to use: Add a pinch of ground
cloves to warm apple cider drink to enjoy.

A simple way to improve your breath is
to pop a clove in your mouth. Do not eat
it, after 30 minutes you can spit it out.
• Nutmeg for many centuries has
been used as a digestive aid. Nutmeg is
rich in fiber, vitamins, and minerals. It
is also rich in two powerful phytonutrients that are neuroprotectors. They
help prevent Alzheimer’s and other

With their healing and
remarkable benefits, herbs
are a great addition to your
holiday menu. They are
affordable, easy to use and
a safer alternative. Herbs
have been revered since
ancient times, so let’s turn
back to traditional wisdom
to enjoy greater health.
degenerative conditions of the brain.
How to use: Add a pinch of nutmeg to soups and stews adds flavor and
improves your gut health too. Grind
nutmeg into a powder and use it for
making tea. It stimulates digestion,
and the fiber in it promotes regularity.
• Sage is an antiseptic, food preservative and displays bacteria-killing abilities. The volatile oils in sage
contain antioxidants like rosmarinic
acid. They are also anti-inflammatory and used in treating aches, rheu-

matism, and improving memory.
How to use: Sage’s smooth flavor goes as an excellent pairing with
apples and pineapple based recipes.
Sprinkle it at the finishing point of caramelized onions to enhance flavor. You
can also enjoy it as a tea preparation.
• Astragalus is an adaptogenic
herb that helps the body to adapt to damages caused by stress and restore normal function. It is combined with other
herbs to strengthen the immune system
and fight infection. It is a powerful immune building herb that is also antibacterial and antimicrobial.  The flavonoids
in Astragalus prevent free radical damage and protect the immune system.  
How to use: Astragalus root is
tough and starchy and adds a pleasant sweet taste when slices of the
root are added to soup or tea. Powdered root dissolves in water and
can be consumed as a warm or cold
beverage to protect against cold and
upper respiratory tract infections.
• Passionflower is often used
as extracts, infusions, and tea. Several studies have shown the anti-anxiety
effects of passionflower. Commonly used for stress reduction, calming the mind and treating insomnia. Because passionflowers have
been known to lower anxiety it can
also be used to manage high blood
pressure, ulcers, and depression.

How to use: Add dried passionflower to boiling water to make
a soothing tea. Use dried passionflower under pillows, and in herbal baths for improving sleep quality.
• Rosemary an aromatic herb from
the mint family is helpful for hair growth.
Because it promotes cell division and
production, it stimulates hair growth.
It also slows the graying process, treats
dry scalp and dandruff. The antioxidants in rosemary help to prevent skin
damage and protects it from wrinkling.
How to use: If infused into a carrier oil like jojoba or coconut rosemary
can be applied to skin and hair. Add a
few drops of rosemary essential oil to
coconut oil and apply to your scalp for
treating hair loss. Use them on your skin
to help with joint problems. Rosemary
is used in vegetable recipes and soups.
With their healing and remarkable benefits, herbs are a great addition
to your holiday menu. They are affordable, easy to use and a safer alternative. Herbs have been revered since
ancient times, so let’s turn back to traditional wisdom to enjoy greater health.
CONTACT INFO:
Latricia Wright
313-757-0993 or email
vitality@olive-seed.com
Visit her website at
www.olive-seed.com/blogs/news

EDWARD DEEB INDUCTED INTO THE MICHIGAN RECREATION
AND PARK ASSOCIATION HALL OF FAME
The Michigan Recreation
and Park Association recognized
and inducted
Edward Deeb
into the Michigan
EDWARD DEEB
Recreation and
Park Association Hall of Fame for
his vital work with youth, recreation, and parks in Michigan.
Deeb’s centerpiece involvement
in the parks and recreation
industry began with a simple
request from then-Mayor Coleman Young, seeking to improve
relations between youth and
local business owners.
At the time, Deeb had already built a strong background
in community engagement and
improvement through his work

in the non-profit world. He was
founder and chairman of Michigan Food and Beverage Association, Michigan Business and
Professional Association, Eastern
Market Merchants Association,
Friends of Eastern Market, and
Michigan Youth Appreciation
Foundation.
Those experiences, in collaboration with a group of other
community leaders, led Deeb to
found the first-ever Metro Detroit
Youth Day. The concept was
simple enough; invite youth to
enjoy a day of sports, recreation,
and other constructive activities
to show that the community cares
for and respects them.Thirty six
years later, Deeb’s continued
involvement in the event has
helped Metro Detroit Youth Day
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to impact more than a million
lives and to serve as a nationally-and presidentially-recognized
example of the power of parks
and recreation.
The event, with its mission of “inspiring youth to do
the most good”, now serves as
a hallmark community tradition,serving more than 35,000
youngsters annually not only
with a wide range of mentorship
resources, and motivational
speakers, but college and career information and providing
more than 100 college scholarship opportunities for students
each year.
Aside from major contributions to the parks and recreation industry through his
work with Metro Detroit Youth
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Day, Deeb has also served as
a central figure in other parks
and recreation efforts, such as
the community-building farmer’s market at Detroit’s historic
Eastern Market; the Michigan
Youth Appreciation Foundation
to recognize student community service; and working with
the Boy Scouts Handicapped
Scouting Program.
Beyond this, Deeb has supported and served organizations
for countless community causes, including civil rights, economic development, educational
councils, disaster relief, small
business, hunger and poverty
relief, historical preservation
and much more. For more
information, contact Ed Deeb at
586- 393-8801.

S M A R T TA X T I P S

Early Year-End Tax Planning To Take Advantage Of
Possible Tax Reform
• Taking Advantage of
Tax Reform
• Itemized Deductions
• Taking Tax Advantage of Loser Stocks
• Maximize Education Credits
• Business Expensing
Aaron Sanders
So, why do we
think early tax planning is appropriate
this year? Actually, with the prospect
of major tax reform on the horizon,
some strategies can be employed before the end of the year that can substantially reduce your 2017 tax bill.
The proposed GOP tax reform is
actually only a framework for future tax
legislation, and its many details are being
left to Congressional committees. However, the framework provides enough detail in regard to itemized deductions to formulate a strategy for 2017 predicated on
(1) tax reform actually being enacted and
(2) the changes being effective in 2018.
Itemized deductions under current law include 5 major categories:
medical, taxes, interest, charitable gifts
and miscellaneous deductions. Under
the GOP plan, only home mortgage interest and charitable deductions would
be allowed. If that is the case, then taxpayers who itemize in 2017 should take
the following actions before the year’s
end to maximize their 2017 deductions:
1. Medical – Pay all outstanding
medical bills, but keep in mind that the
total amount of unreimbursed medical
expenses is only deductible to the extent that it exceeds 10% of your adjusted
gross income (AGI). Some anticipated

medical expenses can be prepaid. An example would be a dental bill, if you have
a child receiving orthodontic treatment
for braces and you are on an installment
payment plan. You can pay off the bill
and increase your medical deductions
for 2017, and the dentist might even
give you a discount for paying early.
But if you can’t reach the 10% of AGI
threshold, don’t make a special effort

December and increase your deduction.
4. Miscellaneous Deductions –
This deduction category includes unreimbursed employee business expenses, investment expenses, certain legal
fees, casualty losses, gambling losses
and others. Generally, few of these expenses would support payments other
than when they occur, and this category is only deductible to the extent that

The proposed GOP tax reform is actually only a
framework for future tax legislation, and its many
details are being left to Congressional committees.
However, the framework provides enough detail in
regard to itemized deductions to formulate a strategy for 2017 predicated on (1) tax reform actually
being enacted and (2) the changes being effective
in 2018.
to pay any outstanding medical bills.
2. Property Tax – If the property
taxes on your home, second home or
vacant property are being paid in installments with an installment due in
2018, pay that balance in 2017 to increase your tax deductions for this year.
3. State Income Tax – If you reside in a state that has a state income tax,
estimate your 2017 state tax liability and
make sure your full liability is paid before the year’s end. You can ask your employer to boost the amount of your state
withholding by a reasonable amount,
or if you are self-employed, pay your
4th-quarter estimate due in January in

the deductions exceed 2% of your AGI.
Even though the strategy of prepaying tax-deductible expenses this
year may yield tax savings, be thoughtful about borrowing money to execute this strategy. Interest on borrowed
money can dampen the tax benefits.
Three
Other
Strategies
If you are an investor, a popular
year-end strategy is to review your stock
portfolio and sell off losers to offset your
gains. Also remember: you are allowed to
deduct a loss of up to $3,000 ($1,500 for
married filing separate taxpayers) from
the sale of investments. However, your

investment strategies should take precedent over selling stocks to develop a loss.
Make the most of post-secondary
education tax credits. Both the Lifetime
Learning Credit and the American Opportunity Credit allow qualified taxpayers to prepay tuition bills in 2017 for an
academic period that begins by the end
of March 2018. This means that if you
are eligible to take the credit and you
have not yet reached the 2017 maximum for qualified tuition and related
expenses paid, you can bump up your
credit by paying the tuition for early
2018 before the end of 2017. This strategy may not apply to you if you’ve been
paying tuition expenses for the entire
2017 tax year, but if your student just
started college this fall, it will probably
provide you with some additional help.
If you own a business and are considering purchasing equipment before
the end of the year, take note that most
equipment purchased by a small business
can be expensed and will provide a substantial tax deduction. Keep in mind that
just purchasing the equipment will not
give you a tax deduction. You also must
place the equipment in service before
the end of the year, so you need to plan
ahead and not wait until the last minute.
A word of wisdom: Did you
know that by improving your personal/business credit can help reduce your
taxes? Call us to find out how. If you
would like to make an appointment to
develop a year-end tax strategy, please
give this office a call: 248-569-9120
or visit www.keyfinancialonline.biz

New Program Helps Black Entrepreneurs With Finance Qualification
and Business Credit Establishment
Aaron L. Sanders, founder of the
Entrepreneur Development Institute
(EDI), has developed a unique FREE online system that provides small business
owners an instructional and educational
platform for business finance pre-qualification and credit optimization.
Inside the system, business owners can view the approval criteria of
over 4,000 business lenders and more
than 3,000 vendors offering credit
terms for their products and services.
The system allows business owners to
see exactly what underwriting items
they need to address before they apply.
EDI has worked with the major

business and personal credit companies to offer small business owners
education on what they need to do to
optimize their business credit scores

The process for a small business
begins by taking the free pre-qualification assessment. Once inside the
system, business owners can see the

The system teaches business owners how to become
qualified, fundable, and ultimately bankable. EDI offers
a wealth of services to small business owners to help
them grow, succeed, and create jobs.
and the personal credit scores of the
business owners. The system lets business owners see what their business
and personal credit scores are now
for free and without entering a credit
card or creating any credit inquiries.
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funding programs they pre-qualify for right now and where they may
be short on many others. If they elect
to submit for a funding program,
they are given competitive bids from
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the lenders for that program from
which they can select the lender best
suited for their needs. All for free.
The system teaches business
owners how to become qualified,
fundable, and ultimately bankable.
EDI offers a wealth of services to
small business owners to help them
grow, succeed, and create jobs. Best
of all the pre-qualification assessment
and the educational system are free
by going to www.smallbizinstitute.
info. For more information, please
contact Aaron L. Sanders at info@
kfsonline.biz. Or call 248-569-9120.

COMMUNITY NEWS

AugMe Foundation Provides
Assistance to Breast Cancer
Survivors
Free Breast Prostheses and Compression
Sleeves Available to Women in Need

A

ugMe International was
founded in 2008 by Dawn
Spencer. She was a wellknown radio advertising account
specialist in the Detroit media
market. Dawn was diagnosed
with Triple Negative Breast Cancer. During her time of treatment,
she discovered what she felt was a
void in educating African American women about the disease, and
also a lack of assistance for uninsured and underinsured patients
who needed expensive prostheses
and compression sleeves after treatment. Many of these items are not
always covered by health insurance.
After Dawn’s passing in 2010
her daughter, Brooke Spencer, M.D,
a radiation oncologist, continued her
mother’s wish to raise funds for the
AugMe Foundation. As a physician
working daily with breast cancer patients, coupled with the loss of her
mother to the disease, Dr. Spencer
understands the need and is passion-

ate in her quest. Numerous fundraisers including a Walk/Run event
on the Detroit Riverwalk, concert
events at Chene Park and private
donations have helped AugMe
to be able to continue its work
in the Metro Detroit community.
AugMe also presents special
Holiday gifts to selected breast cancer survivors and their families in
December. These donations help
women and their families who are financially burdened during the Holiday season. This year, on December
10th AugMe will hold its first holiday fundraiser brunch. The invitational event is expected to draw up
to 100 guests. WXYZ TV Editorial
Director Chuck Stokes is the Master
of Ceremony. A fashion show featuring breast cancer survivors as models will also be featured along with
a silent auction. To learn more about
the organization and how to donate,
log onto www.augmeonline.com.
See ad on page 2

Ronald McDonald House of Detroit holds
10th Annual Winter Holiday Tea in Detroit

R

onald McDonald House of
Detroit rides the waves of Detroit’s revival by hosting its
10th Annual Winter Holiday Tea in the
city Detroit, MI… The 10th Annual
Winter Holiday Tea – a fundraiser for
the Ronald McDonald House of Detroit
– will be Dec. 2, from noon to 2 p.m.,
at the Detroit Marriott Downtown, 400
Renaissance Center. All are welcome.
Guests will enjoy a trendy tea
with appetizers and desserts, a flowing
fashion show for women of all ages,
and entertainment by international jazz
recording artist Kimmie Horne and
her trio. News anchors Tati Amare, of
WDIV-Channel 4, and Stephen Clark,
of WXYZ-Channel 7, will co-emcee this popular holiday event, which
previously was held in the suburbs.
“Holding the event in Detroit
this year reflects the positive energy of the city as more young people
come downtown and live downtown,”
said event chair and board member
Charlene Mitchell-Rodgers, of West
Bloomfield. “We want to see a diverse
crowd attend the tea, along with longtime supporters.” Elite Couture Boutique in Midtown Detroit will host
a fashion show during the tea, featuring both classic and trendy styles.
There also will be a silent auction.
“This holiday tea raises funds
to keep families close when a child

is in the hospital and the parents are
spending long days and nights there.
Our House becomes their home so
they can rest here and still be there
for their child,” said Jennifer Litomisky, executive director of the
Ronald McDonald House of Detroit.
Mitchell-Rodgers noted, “The
House offers so much to families – not
only a room to stay in, but the support
of the staff and other parents going
through similar difficulties. People
need kindness when their child is ill,
along with a place to rest and a good
meal. They get that at the House.”
For families who stay at the Ronald McDonald House of Detroit, a $10
daily fee is charged for a guest room
and use of common areas including
a kitchen, laundry room, gathering
space, playroom and serenity garden. No family is turned away due
to a lack of funds. The House has a
four-star rating on Charity Navigator and has been a finalist in Crain’s
Detroit Business Best Run Nonprofits for several years. To RSVP for the
10th Annual Winter Holiday Tea, visit
https://www.rmhcdetroit.org/calendar-of-events/ or call 313-966-0198.
Cost is $65 for adults, $25 for children.
For more information, please
contact Liz Cezat at 734-604-2910
or Chrissy Cooper at 313-745-9487.
See ad on page 2

Minority Owned Detroit Contractor Repairs
Suburban Water Main

Great Lakes Water Authority Utilizes Lakeshore Global Corporation Crews

When a major water main break
occurred in early October in Farmington Hills, 12 surrounding communities were affected. Low water pressure
to thousands of homes resulted in a
boiled water advisory, and homes in
certain suburbs had to be temporary
shut off from the water supply. The
Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA)
contracted its designated emergency
experts at Lakeshore Global Corporation (LGC) to go to the scene. Within
one hour of the emergency call, LGC
crews were on site with tools and
heavy equipment on 14 Mile Road near
Haggerty in Farmington Hills, MI.
A crew of a dozen laborers and
engineers worked around the clock
to stop the flooding. They dug up the
road which amounted to a tremendous

amount of asphalt and dirt, then extracted the 48’ broken water main. A
replacement pipe was brought in by
truck from Illinois. Working around
the clock in 12 hour shifts, the en-
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tire repair was completed in two and
a half days, compared to what the
city thought would take a full week.
Farmington Hills City Manager
David Boyer commended the LGC
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crews for fast, efficient work. “Everyone on the team pulled together and
got it fixed much faster than we anticipated. LGC did a great job”, he said.

EYE ON MEDIA

More Trump Chaos, Local Election Mayhem, &
Surprising On-air Changes at local Radio Station
CHARLENE
MITCHELL-RODGERS

MAYOR
MIKE DUGAN

Detroit’s local election for
mayor, city council, city clerk, and
marijuana
bills
is over. No big
surprises.
Duggan won hands
down. I’ve heard
enough commentary about the all
the
candidates
to last forever.

JANICE WIMPHREY

Time for entertainment! When
the seasons change and Michigan returns to daylight savings time, we
know that some of our favorite TV
shows are heading to the finales and
that a slew of new programming is
on the way. Some shows that are ratings hits continue to get better while
Hollywood writers are getting a little
weak on a couple of new programs.
Sit back, relax and grab your remote.
MOST EXHAUSTING NEWS
COVERAGE TO WATCH TRUMP AND MORE TRUMP!
There is never a dull moment in
the daily news coverage of what is going on at The White House. It seems
every network tries
hard to beat their
competition with
“you heard it here
first”. Media leaks
from
disgruntled staffers have
POTUS furious.
Every day there
is a new issue or crisis. Russia, The
Mexican Wall, Expensive Taxpayer
Paid Golf Trips, Expensive Ward-

robe Choices by Flotus, Embarrassing comments during foreign trips.
Trump didn’t know that the
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico are
considered U.S. Territories. He
said on camera that he didn’t know
there were so many countries in the
world. This is the man elected to run
America. The same guy who has
5 children with 3 different mothers and said to a reporter on TV,
“Grab them by the P----“. Impeachment efforts so far are not working.
BEST CONTINUING SERIES “BLACK-ISH” ON ABC
This show was criticized early
on because of the ambiguity of the
title, but it is now one of television’s
highest rated series. Even though it is
categorized as a comedy, every week
the show addresses social issues of
importance to
society
and
the
African
American
community
specifically.
The writing is great
and the acting is superb.
The cast is perfectly matched to
the characters. Anthony Anderson,
Tracey Ellis Ross, Lawrence Fishburne and Jenifer Lewis convince us
that they are the “real” parents and
grandparents of the fictional Johnson family. Black-ish airs on Tuesdays at 9pm est. Check local listings.
NEW RADIO HOSTS BRING
NEW VIEWS TO URBAN TALK 910AM SUPERSTATION
It took many by surprise when
they tuned in to
“Wake Up with
Steve Hood” and
he was gone. Instead,
listeners
and live streaming viewers were
introduced
to
The Nolan Finley
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Show on 910am from 6-9am. The
seasoned journalist and Editorial Director of The Detroit News appears
very comfortable in his studio chair.
The sports team which previously aired weekdays from 5-6am
was replaced with The Wayne Bradley Show, which
also airs on Sundays from 1-3pm.
Bradley is a Republican strategist
offering commentary from both
sides of the isle.
Another big switch is the replacement of former 910 host Cliff Woodard’s, whose weekly 7-9 pm show
has been replaced with The Lola
George Show. So far, the changes
have been met with both criticism
and praise. What really count are ratings, and they appear to be on the rise.
INCREASED GENDER & ETHNIC DIVERSITY ON LOCAL TV
NEWSCASTS
Moving up is FOX 2’s Josh
Landon who has been anchoring the
weekend evening newscast. He has
been promoted to the popular FOX
2 News morning show as a full-time
anchor. Congratulations to Josh!
In
flipping
the local new
channels, I am
pleased to see a
dramatic increase
in the number of
women meteorologists and women
sports anchors. Kudos to WXYZ’s
Denise Isaac & Fox 2’s Lori Pinson.
(Weather). They each do a superb job.
In sports, WDIV’s
Jamie Edmonds,
WJBK’s Jennifer
Hammond,
and
WXYZ’s
Kacie
Hollis all have a
firm
knowledge
of sports and
solid reporting skills. Give women an opportunity and they soar!
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It is also important to note that
WJBK, WDIV, and WXYZ have
made a concerted effort to hire more
non-white reporters and anchors
to represent metro
Detroit’s mix of
ethnic diversity. If
you watch the local news, you will
notice reporters of
Indian, Hispanic,
Asian, and Middle
Eastern descent
along with a growing number of African Americans
with on-air presence. Just to mention a few: Priya
Mann, Roop Raj, Syma Chowdry,
and Anu Prakash. Note: This list is
not intended to be a complete roster.

Give women an
opportunity and
they soar!
If you have an exciting media
related story, please send your idea
to info@detroitsmart pages.com.
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URBAN JOURNEYS

Not Standing for the Anthem

C

olin Kaepernick,
former
San
Francisco
49ers
quarterback, started
the NFL players’
struggle by sitting
and then kneeling
DAVID RAMBEAU during the playing of the national
anthem making his statements symbolically and verbally against police brutality and white racism in this country. He
subsequently moved on to community
support action raising $2 million, half
from his bank account and half from
the owner of the SF team he played for
to financially support community projects, and the full-time job required for
the management of such a sum of money.
The”Struggle,” his struggle, has

personified by the suburban fans sports
addiction fantasy fueled by Monday,
Thursday and Sunday professional football that saturates the media on broadcast television, cable and mobile phones,
the societal drama is communicated on
a non-stop basis throughout the world.
This white reactionary, conservative position puts a comment and
end to the moribund Marxist slogan,
“Black and white unite and fight. We
shouldn’t be hearing that false analysis any more from the black or white
Left. In fact, what is the position
of the Left on this bundle of issues?
Meanwhile some white sports fans,
some white war veterans and some white
NFL players and former players, notably
Mike Ditka, have criticized the comments and actions of the black players.
Indeed, some former black NFL players,

Kap’s issues were and are police brutality
and racism. His issues are our issues, have
been, and will continue to be for the foreseeable future. Daily and weekly, the police
continue to abuse black people across the
nation. Fresh video on the Internet relentlessly tells the visual truth to the people.   
spread to all the NFL teams and enough
players to keep the momentum growing. It has also spread to professional
basketball and hockey, which means
it will be ubiquitous. Historically, the
sports Struggle stretches from Jack
Johnson to Muhammad Ali to Floyd
Mayweather in boxing, to Tommie
Smith and Jon Carlos in track and Jackie Robinson and Curt Flood in baseball.
The” Struggle” for a global black
voice in sports has history. This history has been recorded by Dr. Harry Edwards in his iconic book, The Revolt of
the Black Athlete, in print and the africanamericanathlete.com and Concept
East Institute of Sports on FB online.
That historical black voice in sports
is being challenged by NFL owners, the
NFL football commissioner, Roger Goodell, to Adam Silver, the NBA chieftain
and 45, the U.S. president. Collectively,
they have added a workers’ right component currently being legally contested by
Kaepernick. The odds suggest the two
league honchos, their billionaire employers and the president will not succeed.  
Spurred on by the president and
his incendiary comments, and the reaction from the white working class

including Jim Brown, Ray Lewis, Dan
Towler, Herschal Walker and Michael
Vick, have also criticized Kap and his
cohorts and their actions; fortunately, to
no avail. These used-to-be’s are simply behind the times; they’re yesterday’s heroes trying to remain relevant
and picking the wrong side of history.  
Kap’s issues were and are police
brutality and racism. His issues are our
issues, have been, and will continue
to be for the foreseeable future. Daily and weekly, the police continue to
abuse black people across the nation.
Fresh video on the Internet relentlessly tells the visual truth to the people.  
White politicians and pundits
have tried to co-opt and manipulate
the focus from police brutality and
white racism to freedom of speech,
the anthem, the flag and the military.  
No problem. They are a help,
not a hindrance. We can handle the diversions. In fact, they broaden and
deepen the “Struggle.” While these
are early diversions, they won’t be the
last. We should be prepared for counter-attacks wherever they come from.
Freedom of speech, guaranteed by
the First Amendment of the U.S. Consti-
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tution, is the legal basis of this peaceful
protest. Who in their right mind would
expect black people to stand for an anthem written by a slave-owner and anti-abolitionist? And we are quite right to
question a military that is waging war in
Niger, Libya, and Somalia in Africa; in
Yeman, Syria, Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan in the Middle East, is spoiling for
war against Iran and North Korea, and is
underwriting the war-mongering nations
of Saudi Arabia and Israel. The U.S. has

Freedom of speech,
guaranteed by the
First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution,
is the legal basis of
this peaceful protest.

military bases all over the world and an obscene multi-billion dollar military budget.  
The sports struggle has spread, invading educational institutions in their
classrooms and on their play-fields.
Now college, high-school, middle
school and club teams with black and
white athletes are kneeling and stating
their opposition to police brutality and
police murders of black people. This
means that the next generation is being actively politicized and insures that
the sports “Struggle” will continue,  
Thus, Kap’s leadership is being
role-modeled nation-wide via the media
and is not dependent of organizational
structure and leader-centric rhetoric, as so
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many of our previous social struggles (the
Black Panthers, UNIA, SNCC, SCLC,
etc.) have been. Shannon Sharpe, a sports
commentator and former NFL player, is
the black media voice for this” Struggle” on cable television and the Internet.
Eric Reid and Michael Bennett, current
star players in the NFL, not yet fired by
club-owners, are the active team voices.
With so many players kneeling and fist-raising, the NFL Players
Union has been forced to come out
of hiding and defend its membership
and place increased emphasis on community service and financial support.
This “Struggle” is serious for every side: the professional black athletes, the players’ union, the club-owners, the major media, the commercial
sponsors, the white fans, the politicians
and the black community.  The audience ratings are going up. The action
continues. The world is watching.
Contact info:
David Rambeau is a free-lance writer, the
long-time producer/host of the television
program, For My People, which airs Saturday mornings at 6:30 a.m. on WKBD-TV,
Ch. 50. He is also the publisher of the Urban Theater Magazine and the facebook.
com site: Concept East Institute on FB
For more information access him
through youtube.com/projectbaitdet, his
websites: www.timbooktu.com
Comments may be sent to: David Rambeau
– facebook.com via Messenger
or 1davidrambeau@gmail.com

COMMUNITY NEWS
The play, Fo’Sistaz, written
and directed by Calvin Ray debuted
on November 9th and 10th at the
International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit in Detroit. Fo’ Sistaz is a universal stage play about
the real life relationship between
four sisters, thus the title Fo’ Sistaz. The play focuses on their com-

Undoubtedly, Fo’ Sistaz is an
emotional ride of self-identification
and family dependency through the
feminine lens of various religious
and cultural perspectives. This play
takes the audience on a journey to
discovering the real lesson behind
the love that real sisters share…a
bond that cannot be broken.

Calvin Ray wrote Fo’ Sistaz to give honor to
his mother and his aunts, 82, 79, 77, and 74,
respectively. He has watched them survive
some of life’s joys and displeasures, but at
the end of the day, their sisterhood proved
triumphant.
plex lives and how they deal with
ordinary situations in extraordinary
circumstances. Similarities and differences…marriage and divorce…
life and death…ups and downs...
silence and noise…defeats and
victories…pain and comfort…defiance and resilience…Fo’ Sistaz!

Calvin Ray wrote Fo’ Sistaz
to give honor to his mother and his
aunts, 82, 79, 77, and 74, respectively. He has watched them survive some of life’s joys and displeasures, but at the end of the day, their
sisterhood proved triumphant. After watching them grieve and love

in the lobby of the hospital where
there only living brother died, he
was determined to show the world
how real sisters’ love. So Fo’ Sistaz
is the real deal about the real deal…
using dramatic comedy to bring
light to commonly known bleak
stories. A portion of the proceeds
went to Resiliency Without Com-

promise, Inc. (RWC) a non-profit organization that serves victims
and survivors of Human Trafficking and the children of prisoners.
For more information on future performances, please contact
Calvin Ray at: 248-686-4338 or
email:
thecalvinray@gmail.com

Foreclosure Outreach Prevention Program
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COMING SOON
ASHTAE LIVE
Ashtae Visits Michigan Hair Stylists
Ashtae Products Provides Upbeat Hair
Education to Greater Michigan Area
Ashtae Products and the Ashtae
Educational Team set Detroit and
Lansing on fire! President and
CFO, Michael and Ramona
Woods provided hair stylists with
impactful business and finance
education that will assist them in
reaching their personal and
business goals over the next 12
months. The couple is on a
mission to help every stylist who
attends their classes to save
5,000 dollars by saving just 20
dollars a day. Mr. Woods stated
that “without money it is very
difficult to have any say so in
todayʼs society which puts you forever in the begging position. To create second generational wealth, you must start
with the first generation.”
The Woods were joined by four of their top international
educators, specializing in everything from edgy cutting
techniques to natural hair styling. Wendy Evans, Lead Educator, Charlotte, North Carolina, provided personality,
professionalism and in-depth styling techniques. Lakita
Judge, Rockhill, South Carolina, and Trina Greenwood,
Aiken, South Carolina, spoke about the impact that The
Woods and the Ashtae professional line have made in their
businesses. “Iʼve saved so much money since attending just
one of the Ashtae Seminars. My life and perspective of
business have changed drastically,” said Judge.
Trina Greenwood spoke passionately about the fact that
Ashtae has been exclusive to professional beauty salons and
schools for over 23 years which has allowed cosmetologist

to retail profitably without the
competition of product lines that
are sold in beauty supply stores.
Nakia Martin, Natural Hair
Educator of Miami, Florida,
dazzled the audience with
silk-pressing, flat twists, and
afro-centric designs. One of the
models, Beverly Smith, who also
assisted in the marketing of the
seminar, was quite impressed
with the quality and longevity of
her style.
As the seminar came to an end,
one of the attendees, Mrs. Jacqueline Robinson of Salon
Jacqueline & Spa of Southfield, Michigan expressed how
impressed she was with the team and their professionalism
and promised to be at the next event. Earlier this month,
Ashtae hosted the 2017 International Hair and Business
Symposium in Greensboro,
NC and Robinson kept her
promise and showed up to
the hands-on training ready
to learn! “Iʼve never heard of
another company that is so
personably and committed to
helping hair stylists like
myself become wealthy and
successful,” said Robinson.
Ashtae is scheduled to return
to Michigan in March 2018.
Stay tuned for more!
For more information about Ashtae products and Ashtae
education opportunities, go to www.ashtae.com or call
336-272-1115

SCHAEFER LYNDON SELF STORAGE

Winter Storage Space Sale!

Get more space out of your condo or apartment this winter.

EASY IN-EASY OUT! Indoor & Outdoor Units.
■ Safe, Affordable & Convenient!
■ Ask about our special discounts!
■ 5 ft., 10 ft and
d up to 30 ft spaces available
■ Moving supplies
lies
■ One level facility
ility
■ Climate control
rol
1st MONTH

FREE
With second month

■ U-Haul Rentals
■ Open 7 days a week
security
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S
in every unit inside and out
■ Alarms
A
■ New
N modern facility
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■ Warehouse
W
storage
■ Open
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payment

*Limited time offer
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Lyndon

SELF-STORAGE

* Offer expires February 14, 2018

Contact us at: 14541 Schaefer • Detroit, MI 48227 • 313-272-2300

