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COMMUNITY NEWS

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN 490 CHALLENGE

M

ore than five years ago,
11,341 unopened, untested
rape kits were found in a Detroit Police Department storage unit.
Each kit represents a soul crushing
brutal crime. Each kit represents a case
that remains uninvestigated. Each kit
represents a sexual offender who has
never faced justice. Each kit represents
a victim who doesn’t have closure.
Enough SAID (Enough Sexual Assault in Detroit) was formed
to raise money for the testing of
the kits, as well as the investigation
and prosecution of these forgotten
crimes. Each rape kit costs $490 to
process. Economic constraints in Detroit and Wayne County mean we
cannot bring these criminals to justice without the donations of individuals and philanthropic organizations.
The Enough SAID campaign is an
independent collaboration between the
Michigan Women’s Foundation, the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office and
the Detroit Crime Commission. 10,000
rape kits have been tested to date. The
campaign launched on October 6, 2015
with 100 African American Women

from all walks of life and organizations
representing over 10,000 members.
The African American 490 Challenge is a campaign to raise both funds
and awareness tied to sexual assaults
and investigations in Detroit and beyond. A coalition of African American
women and women-led organizations
are uniting to raise $657,090 to pay for
testing of the remaining 1,341 rape kits.
Our Mission is to protect, defend, mobilize, educate and empower African American women by
bringing awareness and resources
to support those who have been silenced by sexual assault and a lack
of justice. For more information,
contact:
490challenge@gmail.com
Donate: Please visit websites:
www.enoughsaiddetroit.org
www.aa490challenge.org 490 fundraising page https://www.crowdrise.
com/AfricanAmerican490Challenge.
Checks made payable to the
Michigan Women’s Foundation, with
AA 490 Enough Said Challenge in
the memo line. Michigan Women’s
Foundation, 333 West Fort Street,
Suite 1920, Detroit, MI 48226.
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6 Months of Fresh-Cut Bouquets
and 6 months of Potted Plants.
All you do is go to your local
English Gardens location and
pick up your flowers.

All 12 Months for Only $35.00
HOW IT WORKS:
Once you’ve placed your order for only $35.00 ((One time charge),
you will be mailed a Certificate that will allow you to go to any
English Garden location and pick up your flowers.
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January:Tropical Foliage Plant, Feb: Fresh-cut Alstromeria Bunch,
March: Fresh-cut Tulip Bunch, Aprill: Mixed Flower Bouquet,
May: Succulent Plant, June: Mini Rose Plant, July: Bromeliad Plant,
August: Fresh-cut Sunflower Bunch, September: Fresh-cut Gladiolas,
October: Kalachoe or Calandiva Plant, November: Fresh-cut Chrysanthemum Bunch, December: Poinsettia Plant or Cyclamen Plant.
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• Not intended for use by individuals
• Anonymous and confidential
• 24/7/365 telephone access
• Third-party hotlines are a low-cost, effective method to prevent fraud,
abuse, harassment, kickbacks, conflicts of interest, (identity) theft, etc.....
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Support AA 490 Challenge by joining
the English Gardens Flower of
the Month Club Fundraiser

HOW TO ORDER:
By Phone: Call Lynn: 586-604-6907 and Mention AA 490
By Web: go to www.adxlonline.com and reference AA490
By Mail: Check payabale to AD XL Promotions,
AA490 in memo line and mail to ADXL,
8310 Hall Road, Utica, MI 482317
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LOSE 10 POUNDS
IN 10 DAYS!

www.firstfitness.com/johnnyrobinson
www.firstfitness.com/johnnyrobinson
■ Auto Accidents
■ Headaches
■ Low-Back Pain

■ Work Related Injuries
■ Pinched Nerves
■ Sport Injuries

Robinson
CHIROPRACTIC

248.443.5545

23077 Greenfield Rd., Suite 260
Southfield, MI 49000
We accept PCHS, Medicaid, Aetna,
United Health Care, BC/BS,
Community Blue/PPO,
PPOM/Confinity, Medicare Plan B & HAP

WE NOW OFFER BOOKKEEPING AND TAX SERVICES

ELE - PEAGLER, LLC
Bookkeeping and Tax Preparation Consultation

“Everything Financial”

248-356-6555 Office | 248-763-9114 Direct
www.elewealth.com

One-on-One Personalized Service

Call Now to Schedule Your Appointment
Tax Season is Quickly Approaching
www.detroitsmartpages.com

248.356.6555
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“TELL A FRIEND”

EMAIL DPEAGLER@ELEWEALTH.COM

 Advice

 Tax Services
 Electronic Filing
 Bookkeeping
 Payroll Consultation
 Quick Books
Securities offered through ELE Wealth Advisors, member FINRA. Advisory
services offered through ELE Advisory Services, LLC. ELE Wealth Advisors and
ELE Advisory Services, LLC are affiliated through common ownership and control.

ELE - PEA
18700 W. 1
Southfield,

Thank You To Our
Advertising Sponsors
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PUBLISHER’S MESSAGE

It’s Okay to be Racist in America Today

S

ometimes it’s hard to decipher if we
are living in 1961 or 2016. 2015 was
filled with major news headlines
that touched all of our lives. The race for
the White House is proving to be exactly that. A “race” for the White House. It
is evident that a percentage of this country absolutely hates the fact that a Black
man is President of
the United States.
It was very
clear from the night
of November 4, 2008
when Barack Obama
won the election for
the first Black PresBEVERLY SMITH ident of the United
States and Senate
Minority Leader, Mitch McConnell said,
“His number-one goal was to make sure
that Barack Obama was a one-term president.” At that time there were no policies
to not like because President Elect Barack
Obama had not been sworn into office yet.
Barack Obama winning the Presidency that night opened the flood gates
of racists, and right wing neoconservatives that leashed an attack on this President that rivals none of the previous 43
Presidents. Some may say that the same

was done to President Bill Clinton, but
none of the criticism hurled at President Clinton had overt racial overtones
that this President and his family has
had to endure for the past seven years.
Harsh resentment and total disrespect of his position as President, disrespect of his manhood, calling him
a boy, denying his birthright as a citizen, his character, his religious beliefs, and the many derogatory comments about the First Lady, Michelle
Obama and his beautiful daughters.
Using racial slurs referring to the
President as “tar baby, comparing The
First Lady to a monkey, Rep. Joe Wilson interrupting President Obama during
a Sept. 9, 2009, speech to a joint session of Congress, shouting out ‘You
Lie”and Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer putting her finger in the President’s face.
The bold and malicious comments of some of the Republican candidates and pundants are beyond the
pale. Trump’s continued reference of
the President being incompetent, Chris
Christie’s comments referring to him
as petulant child and wanting to kick
his rear end out of the White House
says it all. Pure unadulterated ‘racism”.

It’s so easy to hide behind racist
ideals and say it can’t be racism because
America elected Barack Obama as President and there can’t be racism in America.
Americans are just angry and blames the
President for the racial division. Bunk!
The president has bent over backwards
to work with the Republican Congress
and they have refused to compromise
on any and everything he’s put before
them. But they call him the divisive one.
There has been no real pushback
from any of the mainstream media or even
the NAACP or the Congressional Black
Caucus for that matter. A few individual
comments, but no real national outrage
on how President Obama has been treated in this country. So, it must be okay to
be racist in America today. Where is the
‘Outrage?” I could go on and on, but the
more I think about it, the madder I get.
I must mention some of the other headlines that captured our attention
and tugged at our hearts in 2015. Terrorists attacks from within and from ISIS
enthusiasts. Terror is terror, whether it’s
from the lynchings of African Americans
in the late 1800’s until the 1960’s to the
massacre at Mother Emanuel Church of
nine innocent worshipers, to the murders

in San Bernardino. Black Lives Matter
successfully addressing police brutality
against African Americans in this country, Crime and Corruption in the Chicago Police Department, asking for Mayor
Rahm Emanuel to step down, the taking
down of the Confederate Flag in South
Carolina, (long overdue), the Syrian
civil war and refugee crisis, prompting
more racists comments from Republican candidates, untimely weather conditions causing major flooding and deaths
throughout the United States, America’s
Dad, Bill Cosby, accused by over 50
women for sexual assault and rape and
being indicted on one of the charges; and
last but not least, the Flint Water Crisis.
This irresponsible tragedy is having and will continue to have devastating
effects on Flint residents for generations.
Even though Governor Rick Snyder said
he was sorry and vowed to fix it, in his
State of the State Address, they are still
passing the hat as to who is the blame.
Well, there is enough to go around.
Cutting corners to save a dollar is
causing thousands of people to live in inhumane conditions and suffer long term
illnesses as a result of drinking and bathing
in lead filled, contaminated waters of the
Flint River. A national disgrace and again
showing no compassion for people of color. It’s Okay to be racist in America today!

I N S P I R AT I O N A L C O R N E R

The War of Imaginations

T

he dictionary defines the word
“imagination” as: “To form a
mental image, as of something
not actually present to the senses;
to assume, suppose, conjecture or
guess
something
that only exists or
happens in your
mind, fantasy”. In
other words, imaginations ARE NOT
BARBARA BRAZILE
REAL.
To spiritually grow and understand what is
going on in and around you, your
foundation must be based on what is
real, not what you imagine to be real.
We are so use to imagining and
assuming instead of listening and discerning, that we do not even realize
that this is what we are actually doing.
Therefore, in reality we embrace our
thoughts and imaginations about what
we think, how we feel at the moment,
and how we want things to be, rather
than accepting what our Heavenly Father has already declared to be REAL.
The very first use of the word
imagination is when our Heavenly Father saw that, “the wickedness of man

was great in the earth, and that EVERY IMAGINATION of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually.”
It sounds like the same scenario that is
going on today. Our Heavenly Father
clearly states: “My thoughts are not

world chaos that we are witnessing.
This posture has the world in constant
fear of what is going to happen next.
Fear, doubt and unbelief often run in the
same circle and are inspired by demonic Spirits incarnated in physical bodies.

To spiritually grow and understand
what is going on in and around you,
your foundation must be based on what
is real, not what you imagine to be real.
your thoughts, neither are my ways
your ways”. Yet, we witness everyday
man exalting his thoughts above the
thoughts of our Heavenly Father, which
consequently produce manipulative
images of the mind, wicked schemes
and evil imaginations continuously.
The jobs of our legislative, executive, and judicial government are to
make the laws, evaluate the laws, and
carry out the laws. These so-called
leaders have no backbone, heart, compassion, or mercy, but are only driven to
impose their imaginations of what they
think democracy, justice and equality
means to them? Thus, man has basically become lawless as it seems, because
the governing body cannot control the

www.detroitsmartpages.com

This is not a problem that can
be fixed by ISIS having a change of
heart or the KKK getting baptized and
confessing their sins. In reality, evil
was already present, it’s just that the
skeletons are falling out the closets
and the world is seeing what is in the
hearts and imaginations of mankind.
We are clearly in a war between
evil spirit and the Holy Spirit. Our fight
is not a physical fight as in a war of flesh
and blood, as it may appear to be; but
we are in a war of spiritual wickedness
in high places. It has always been a war
of the spirit, and with this in mind, you
should know our Heavenly Father will
win this war, because it has always been
a fixed fight. What will keep us stable
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during these times is to be clothed in the
armor, of our Heavenly Father. Without
His armor, we are like sitting ducks, unaware that the evil predator or demonic spirit is hunting to devour our souls.
Faith, hope and love are attributes
of our Heavenly Father and inspired
by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, let your
prayers be that He bestows mercy on
our souls, and lead us to follow His
way, rather than the ways of the world.
When you walk in the Spirit you will
not lean to your own imaginations.
I am not trying to preach to anyone, but we are living in a devastated
time. It is time we realize that peace was
never promised on earth, which is why
this world will not get better, it is what
it is. Evil is showing its true colors because time is running out. We all need
to yield to the Holy Spirit and pray that
He bring every thought and imagination
we have into captivity unto Him, as this
is the only hope we have for our souls.
CONTACT INFO:
Barbara Brazile
President, Brazille Enterprises
E-mail: brazilleenterprises@comcast.net
Phone: 248.766.2726

P R E PA R I N G F O R C O L L E G E

The New Financial Aid

P

arents often think that their financial aid experience will be
the same for their children as
it was for them.
But unfortunately, they find out
after the tuition
bill arrives that
not only has the
process changed
the cost of college
has risen dramatJEFFREY TAYLOR
ically. This false
sense of security continues to lead
families into thinking that there is
no urgency to preplan for college.
The fact is financial aid is not
free money given away at the financial aid office or after completing the
FAFSA. It is a set of time sensitive
rules driven by three pools of funding
with each pool having its own rules.
All of which are designed to
the benefit of both the parent and
the student. When these rules are
followed they can assist a family in
creating a zero net cost college plan.
This is the New Financial Aid and a

self-empowerment process that can
easily defeat the high cost of college!
A zero net cost college plan simply means that the parent and student
followed the applicable rules and

over time even when there has been
very little and no planning. Success
is guaranteed for anyone willing to
follow the rules of funding. There are
no quick tips or overnight solutions.

When these rules are followed they can assist a family in creating a zero net cost college plan. This is the New Financial Aid and
a self-empowerment process that can easily
defeat the high cost of college!
were able to reduce cost, position the
student for a free ride, and assist the
parent in recapturing every dollar that
was paid out of pocket. This planning
system empowers the community,
colleges, and the economy becomes
it prevents debt from becoming a
burden and prepares a family with a
solution based planned with an exit
strategy that ends in a zero net cost.
These are several steps that
must be followed from state to finished and can reverse costly mistakes

Here is the first step in the pay zero
for college planning system.
Expose your mistakes NOW so they
can be corrected and reversed, if possible!
Here are a few of them:
1. Selecting the wrong college.
2. Waiting until the junior or senior
year to begin thinking about planning.
3. Allowing your children to “figure
it out” on their own.
4. Assuming financial aid is going to

give you “free Money”.
These four mistakes are the leading causes to the high dropout rate of
60% by the second year, the excessive
overdependence upon student loan
debt, and devastating impact of raiding
retirement accounts to fund college.
For solution based planning strategies that assist in
paying zero for college, go to
w w w. p a y z e r o f o r c o l l e g e . c o m .
CONTACT INFO:
Jeffrey Taylor
Certified College Planning Specialist
College Funding Resources, LLC
www.tuitionreductionplan.com
Phone: 248.230.9668

ASK THE TECH GUY

Maximize Your Branding With #Hashtags on Social Media

N

ALL ABOUT TECHNOLOGY

o message posted on social media, comes without the use of
a #hashtag along with it these
days. Hashtags must
be amongst the most
overused devices on
social media. It has
become the fashion
to add hashtags to
anything and everything you share
on social networks.
WILLIE BRAKE
Hashtags were
originally
created
for use with Twitter, so that messages pertaining to specific topics/issues/
brandings could be highlighted in the
Twitter data stream. The original use
of a hashtag was to tag the message
by adding a number of words (without
spaces) preceded by a # sign (called
the hashtag) before the message. The
hashtagged message would then be
picked up as part of a trending topic
on Twitter or could be used to generate conversations, which could be

followed up through the hashtag.
Hashtags were originally intended to
allow conversations in groups to occur.
These days, the #Hashtag has
become essential for your messages
to stand up and your voice is heard
and is used widely across a range of
social networking platforms including Twitter, Facebook and Pinterest. Hence, it is important to utilize
it properly. Using it without thinking through can end up leading to
your marketing effort being wasted.
Using hashtag plunge: The
hashtag functions as a kind of magnet, which helps to sift the specific conversations from the enormous
rabble of conversations and topics
out there. Thus there are ways of using the hashtag plunge effectively
and cleverly so that you derive maximum benefit. Here’s what I suggest:
• Use too much, you repel and throw
off users. Use too less, you fail to hook
them up. Try to use a correct balance
of hashtags in your messages because
effective social media leveraging
requires that your talks and conversations be spontaneous, natural and
attractive to people. Basically, they

www.detroitsmartpages.com

should feel interested to get engaged.
Adding a buffet of hashtags by tagging
every update turns your social media
into a monotonous and artificial routine.
• A single hashtag must preferably
contain just the right number of words.
Too many words within a single
hashtag may make it stretch so much
that its effect is lost. It is distracting
and people lose attention midway.
Hashtags are meant to be short, sweet
and effective at gaining attention.
• While doing the hashtag plunge, ensure that your hashtag is meaningful,
relevant and appropriately targeted. It
should match and enhance the effectiveness of the content you are trying
to promote. It should be of interest to
the audience you are trying to engage.
Think from their point of view. For
example using a hashtag such as #spicythoughts for a food related blog, can
help you obtain feedback from your
target audience on the way they think
and use spice in their food.
• Refrain from using auto-tweeting
systems with #hashtags to attack your
target audience with your message by
bombardment with tweets at high fre-
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quency. You are liable to be considered
a spammer and risk being blocked for
this. In addition, the whole purpose of
engaging with an audience and getting
them to listen to you is to be as personal as possible.
• When Retweeting tweets or sharing
posts do ensure that the hashtags at
the end of the messages are deleted or
replaced by fresh ones, as else again
they will lead to congestion on people’s timelines with the same kind of
messages. This can again lead to you
being considered a spammer and leading to blocking; which will interfere
with your success on the medium.
In closing, the #Hashtag is a
great device for achieving social media success provided it is used carefully, sensitively and keeping in mind
etiquettes to be followed as part of
social media marketing strategies.
CONTACT INFO:
Willie E. Brake is a Computer Expert
and Industry Analyst at All About Technology, a Certified Minority Business
Enterprise and Microsoft Authorized
Refurbisher, based in Detroit, Michigan.
313-218-4888

ASK THE LAWYER: A LEGAL PERSPECTIVE

Can You Really Be Legally
Fired From Your Job
At Any Time For Any Reason?

A

re you an employee with a written employment contract? Has
your employer promised you
a job for a certain time period? Did he
or she state that you would only be discharged for “good cause”? If your answers to these questions are “no”, then
you’re most likely
an “at-will employee”. You’ve probably
heard this term before. Someone may
have told you that,
as an at-will employDAIMEON M.
COTTON, ESQ. ee, your employer can
legally fire you at any
time without advance notice, for any
reason—good or bad—or no reason at
all. There’s a lot of truth in what you heard.
But there’s more to it.
Employers are prohibited from
firing employees for illegal reasons.
Firing an employee for wearing lime
green shoes is a bad reason, but it’s

ployee. (e.g. via Employee Handbook,
orally etc.). When an employee has an
express written employment agreement, an employer is usually prohibited
from discharging the employee without
good cause unless the contract states
that the person is an at-will employee.
Third, an employer may not legally fire an at-will employee in violation
of a state or federal law. The earlier scenario about a woman being fired based
on her sex is a good example. Another
example is an employer firing an employee with a physical disability because of his or her disability, or a person
being fired because of his or her race.
Other states may recognize additional
at-will exceptions.
No doubt, it’s easier to assert the
at-will exceptions than it is to prove
them. I mean, absent some extreme
situation, how can an employee really
know why he or she was fired? He-sayshe-say isn’t going to fly in court. At
the end of the day, you need hard evi-

Someone may have told you that, as an atwill employee, your employer can legally fire
you at any time without advance notice, for
any reason—good or bad—or no reason at
all. There’s a lot of truth in what you heard.
not necessarily illegal. Firing an employee because the employee is a
woman wearing lime green shoes is
a whole other story. That’s illegal.
There are three general exceptions
to the at-will employment rule. First, an
employer may not legally fire an employee in violation of state or federal
public policy. For example, in Michigan,
an employer is prohibited from firing
an employee in retaliation for reporting
violations of workplace health and safety regulations. This is because Michigan law, like several other state laws,
prohibits employers from discharging
employees who engage in conduct
that’s protected by state or federal law.
Second, in most states, employers
are prohibited from firing an employee
without “good cause” when there is an
“implied employment contract”. That
is, although the employer and employee did not execute an express written
employment agreement, the employer clearly communicated a good cause
employment relationship to the em-

dence—documentation or something
concrete establishing an exception—to
demonstrate that you were illegally
terminated despite the at-will doctrine.
At-will employment can be especially tough on employees. To be
fair, it can be tough on employers too.
At-will employees are free to leave a
job at any time without giving notice,
which could leave an employer in a
precarious situation. Nevertheless, employees should know that they are not
left completely at the mercy of at-will
employment. The at-will exceptions
provide you with some protection.
If you have questions about
your employee rights, feel free to
contact me at (313) 320-3240 or
dcotton@cottonlawcenter.com
.
Do you have a question or would
you like me to discuss a particular
topic? If so, submit your questions
and/or comments to
info@detroitsmartpages.com
or daimeoncotton@gmail.com

www.detroitsmartpages.com

N AT I O N A L N E W S

The Divided State of the Union

I

By Steve Chapman

n his State of the Union address,
President Barack Obama lamented the deep divisions of our time
and expressed regret that he hasn’t
done more to overcome them. His
words had a nostalgic air, cloaked
in memories of times when Americans were more united and less angry.
“Democracy does require basic
bonds of trust between its citizens,” he
said. “It doesn’t work if we think the
people who disagree with us are all motivated by malice. It doesn’t work if we
think that our political opponents are
unpatriotic or trying to weaken America. Democracy grinds to a halt without a
willingness to compromise or when even
basic facts are contested or when we listen only to those who agree with us.”
If that were true, American democracy would have expired a long
time ago. Accusing your political opponents of being malicious and unpatriotic is as American as the Super Bowl.
Obama suggests that fierce
hostilities are a new and ominous
development. In fact, as Rice University historian Douglas Brinkley
assured me, “American politics has
been a mud-fest since the get-go.”
He’s not exaggerating. In the
1800 presidential election, a Federalist newspaper warned that under
Thomas Jefferson, “murder, robbery,
rape, adultery and incest will be openly taught and practiced.” When was
this innocent age that we trusted and
listened to each other with respect?
Not the 1990s, when Bill Clinton
was impeached, Hillary Clinton detected a “vast right-wing conspiracy”
and Newt Gingrich urged GOP candidates to label their opponents with such
terms as “corrupt,” “sick” and “traitors.”
Not the 1980s, when Democrats
reviled Ronald Reagan as a racist who
hated the poor. Republicans charged
that Democrats “always blame America first,” and Pat Buchanan pronounced
AIDS to be nature’s revenge on gay men.
Not the 1970s, which brought fierce
battles over Vietnam, Watergate, Black
Power and the Equal Rights Amendment.
Not the 1960s, when assassinations, riots and bombings became a
scary part of the political landscape.
Not the 1950s, when President Harry Truman tried to seize steel mills,
Joe McCarthy accused his opponents
of being communists and President
Dwight Eisenhower had to send troops
to integrate a Little Rock high school.
Not the 1940s, when our politics
were so fractured that in the 1948 presidential election, the leftist Progressive
Party and the white supremacist States’
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Rights Democratic Party each got more
than 2 percent of the popular vote. Not
the 1930s, when the Great Depression
raised the specter that communism or
fascism would take hold in America.
There have been times when political passions cooled and parties cooperated toward broad goals, such as
winning World War II and landing on
the moon. Ideological fissures were
less visible back when the two major
parties had considerable overlap. Brinkley noted that in the 1960s, liberal
Democrats and moderate Republicans
joined in passing civil rights legislation.
But the underlying conflicts
were there, and they often boiled over.
When segregationist George Wallace mounted a third-party presidential
campaign in 1968, he got 13 percent of
the vote and carried five states. After
National Guard troops killed four students at an anti-war protest at Kent State
University in 1970, a Gallup Poll found
that most people blamed the students.
Americans have always been
more pluribus than unum, separated by region, income, race, ethnicity and religion. That’s why the
nation nearly collapsed under the Articles of Confederation -- and actually split apart during the Civil War.
The centrifugal forces have
persisted through centuries. A 2014
Reuters poll found that 23.9 percent of Americans would like to see
their state secede from the union.
The past seven years have been
polarized, but not appreciably more than
the preceding ones. In December 2008,
62 percent of Republicans approved of
George W. Bush’s performance -- while
88 percent of Democrats did not. The
two parties not only have different viewpoints but inhabit different realities.
But the gulfs separating different
groups have existed since the beginning. Henry David Thoreau wrote, “We
are in great haste to construct a magnetic telegraph from Maine to Texas;
but Maine and Texas, it may be, have
nothing important to communicate.”
Our intractable divisions should
not be grounds for despair. History
indicates that we can overcome the
hostility, distrust and inflexibility that
pervade our political environment.
Obama would like Americans to behave as though we are
members of the same family. In
fact, we do -- like Cain and Abel.
COPYRIGHT 2016 CREATORS.COM
schapman@tribune.com
Real Clear Politics

COLE’S CORNER

S M A R T R E A L E S TAT E I N V E S T M E N T S

Where Do We Go From Here?

D

etroit’s neighborhoods are finally seeing redevelopment projects
not seen since the riots of 1967.
Large scale projects have been going
on in Detroit and Midtown since 2006.
Everything is needed; housing, education, retail, and healthcare. What will be
your contribution?
I
normally start with the 7
basic
questions;
Who, What, When,
Where, How, Why
and How Much? I
feel the more you
can throw against the
JASON COLE
wall the better chance
you will have of making it stick. Bring
everyone and everything to the table;
Governments, Corporations, Foundations and Communities. I also say Vision, Strategy and Execution is all in you.
Teamwork makes the Dreamwork:
If you are to undertake a sizable redevelopment project you will need partners
and collaborators:
Architects: www.nomadetroit.org,
Engineers: www.namcenational.org,
Contractors: www.michmca.org,

Everything is needed;
housing, education, retail,
and healthcare. What will
be your contribution?
Investors: www.reiaofdetroit.com
Realtors: www.detroitassociationofrealtors.org
Planners: www.detroitassociationofplanners.org
Women: www.nabwic.org,
Lenders: www.rela.org
Professionals: www.aarepdc.org these
will be in-place by the next Development Conference November 4th, 2016
www.michmca.org/development. The
pieces of the puzzle are now in place.
Examples of Acceleration:
• Chris Jackson of Queen Lillian took 8
yrs and 14mil for its first deal now partnering with Jenkins Construction creating Jenkins Development on the Mondrian project which only took 4yrs at a
cost of 28 mil.
• Marvin Beatty, Joel Ferguson and Ervin
“Magic” Johnson combined to develop
the State Fairgrounds phase one at 38mil
project which included Meijer’s. Phase
two will include Magic Johnson Theatre,
Senior Housing and Office Space for a
combined investment of 200mil to be
completed by 2020.
Opposites Attract DOLLARS
Projects that include a diversity of con-

cepts, teams and markets served are
getting pushed forward like; Minority
and majority ownership, For-Profit and
Non-Profit funding, Commercial and
residential offerings. Brush Park is a
great example where Dan Gilbert is
partnering with; Marvin Beatty, Freeman Hendricks, Mona Page and John
Rhea.
Public Private Partnerships (P3)
For-Profit, Non-Profit and the Community. Banks will do their part with 80%
of investments. Investors will need to
show up with cash of 20% while taking home a Developers fee of 10-15%.
POWER OF THE CROWD
Using crowd funding platforms to help
you close the gap on the last 20% can
be accomplished through portals like;
Funding Roots www.fundingroots.com,
Fundrise www.fundrise.com and Funderbuilt www.funderbuilt.com.
USE THE TOOLS
The saying goes “By Hook or Crook,”
so if you need other options to get your
20% together, here are several options:
Eb5 Immigration, 1031 Exchange or
1035 Exchange, 506d (PPM) Private
Placement Memorandum, 408d3 Self
Directed IRA Private Bank, (PACE)
Property Assessed Clean Energy, (LIHTC) Low Income Housing Tax Credit
and (NMTC) New Market Tax Credit.
LOAN PROGRAMS
HUD 108, The Section 108 program is
a financing tool that allows communities and states to expand the size of their
CDBG programs. HUD 221d4 insures
mortgage loans to facilitate the new construction or substantial rehabilitation of
multifamily rental or cooperative housing for moderate-income families, elderly and the handicapped. HUD 312B will
make direct loans at an interest rate that
may not exceed 3 percent to owners or
tenants of residential or business property in urban renewal and code enforcement areas to finance the rehabilitation.
Your Network is Your Networth
All of the following groups are very
necessary for you to have real success
in the real estate business. Barristers
NBA www.nationalbar.org , Accountants NABA, www.nabainc.org , Insurers NAAAI, www.naaia.org , Bankers
NBA www.nationalbankers.org , Developers Nabhood www.nabhood.org , and
Investors Naic www.naicpe.com.
I host meetings every First Friday
on Real Estate Investing www.
reiaofdetroit.com, every Second
Thursday on Engineering www.
namcenational.org, and every
Third Wednesday on Construction
www.michmca.org.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

When Deals Dry Up,
Keep Looking!

H

appy New Year! If you did not
buy any income producing real
estate last year, I have good
news for you. There are still some good
deals out there; however you will have
to search a lot harder,
look a little longer and
yes, dig a little deeper. You see, deals are
not found, they are
made. You will need
to be smarter this
year than you were
GARY L. SMITH last year. It will be
necessary for you to take a class or two,
attend some seminars and talk with more
people who are actually doing deals.
Due to the real estate investing frenzy that has seized this region
like a gold rush, deals are becoming
harder and harder to find, finance and
close. This means those with limited
resources, lack of knowledge and little
or no experience will be most prone to
making mistakes in their quest to not

ing passive income streams. The key
word in that last sentence is PASSIVE!
Passive means you are not required to do
anything, be anything or go anywhere, in
order to receive income. Passive income
does not need to be collected or picked up.
Passive income arrives regardless
of the economy; regardless of the weather; regardless of whatever crisis you can
conjure up, because once it is set up, no
further human interaction is necessary.
The fundamentals to doing deals
this year will look pretty much like
they did last year. Collaboration is the
number one basic fundamental to getting a deal done. It is the biggest component and yet the largest hurdle for
most of us. Working together on the
same project for the same cause, rather than competing against each other and losing out to our competitor.
The other basic fundamental is
identifying properties in good locations
that can be acquired below market value. Obviously, you would need to know

Collaboration is the number one basic
fundamental to getting a deal done. It is
the biggest component and yet the largest
hurdle for most of us. Working together
on the same project for the same cause,
rather than competing against each other
and losing out to our competitor.
be left behind. Don’t let this be you!
There are two classes of people doing deals: real estate entrepreneurs and
real estate investors. The latter group is
typically solo artists. They attempt to do
rehab work themselves, in order to save
money. Many of them do deals without
the advice and counsel of a competent
real estate attorney. Most Real Estate investors do little or no market research or
due diligence. The reason? They think
they already know everything there is
to know. In other words, they know just
enough to keep them where they are.
Real estate entrepreneurs on the
other hand are business people. They
operate quite differently than real estate
investors. You will not find them ever
laying tile, or painting a room in order
to save money! Their focus is where
it needs to be… on making a profit!
Real estate investing is about build-
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what market value is. Market values are
determined by how much properties
have sold for, not how much they are
listed for. You will also need to know
what are the going rent per square feet
in the area your property is located.
As the saying goes, “the devil is in
the details”, and sometimes the unknowns
are costly, very costly. Such as environmental issues, asbestos, and structural
problems. The list is endless as to the
kind of discoveries you can find… after
you’ve purchased a property!! Barring
anything insurmountable, you too can
find, finance and close your next deal in
the “D”; however you will need to sharpen your pencil and do your homework.
CONTACT INFO:
Gary L. Smith, Managing Partner
Business Consultants International, Inc.
Bcicorp2000@yahoo.com
(248)991-5705

R E A L E S TAT E A N D Y O U

The right time is the best time, or… the best time
is the right time? For buying or selling that is...

I

f that is indeed what you need to do.
Who other than you can determine
the best time or the right time to
buy or sell? Simply put, is there a need
to buy? Is there a need to sell? If the
answer to either one of those questions
is yes. Then it’s the
right time for you.
What better
time than a new
year, 2016, to start
off with investing in
to your first home or
your next home, a
SANDRA DIXON condo or coop, or your
vacation home. Whatever your desire moving up to a large
place or nestling down to a smaller space,
there are many fine reasons to explore
becoming a property owner in 2016.
Number one reason-- You want
it ….you deserves it, and you probably have earned it. But let’s look at
few more practical reasons for buying:
• Interest rates are still low. I
know you keep hearing this, but for those
who are old enough to remember inter-

• The mortgage interest is completely tax deductible. One of the
few deductible’s left to write off when
you are filing your income taxes. But

time buyers. Moving forward, we’ll find
many of the late baby boomers (51-69)
ready to retire and downsize, becoming
both potential sellers and buyers in 2016.

Whatever your reasons, discovering the right time for
you is simple. Call me today and make an appointment
to sit down and talk with a professional Realtor who
will help strategize your plans to make 2016 an even
more exciting and Happy--- New Year!

est rates in excess of 18%, you can never
hear this enough. Interest rates are still
low. But what comes down in the world
of economics….eventually goes up.
• You can get assistance with your
down payment. There are programs
that will help you to buy a new place
with less that 5 % down and help with
closing cost. For all you eligible Veterans out there, your VA loan is a wonderful mortgage tool to help you get a single
home or up to a 4 dwelling unit home.

the biggest reason of all is rent is sky
high….in some areas it is literally off
the chart. For some of you paying mega
chunks of money for a nice pad is simply no big deal. But for those of you
who desire to see where your money
is going; owning, rather than renting,
gives you a pay yourself moment.
Certainly age is no factor. Purchasing crosses the age stratosphere, and
for many different reasons. In 2015 the
Millenniums, (ages 25 -34 years) were a
dominating part of the home buyers market and the majority of them were first

Whatever your reasons, discovering the right time for you is simple.
Call me today and make an appointment to sit down and talk with a professional Realtor who will help strategize your plans to make 2016 an even
more exciting and Happy--- New Year!
CONTACT INFO:
Sandra Dixon
Associate Broker
Quality Service Real Estate
Sandra@sandradixon.com

Doing business without advertising is like “winking”
at someone in the dark; You know what you are doing,
but no one else does”.
- Walter Seward

Call Smart Marketing Consulting
313-268-3523

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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SMART TIME MANAGEMENT

SMART BUSINESS PRACTICES

Taking The Reins in 2016 It’s a New Year What Are

W

hat I see on a regular basis is
frustration when people can’t
get things done and don’t
know how to make a shift. Many people were experiencing that frustration
at the end of the
year, and although
we’ve crossed over
into a new year, the
frustration remains.
Right now there are
a lot of people going
through their days
SHEILA HAWKINS fed up, stressed out
and pressed for time.
Typically, when you cross over
into a new year, you have great aspirations and big goals you want to accomplish, but there’s this thing that keeps

dious, but detailing everything you
do will give you access to some great
information once the five days are up.
Once you’re done tracking, you
can see what things are actually getting
your time, the kinds of interruptions
that come into play and whether or not
you’re focusing on the things that will
help you accomplish those goals you
created.The information you get out of
this process is gold because you have
to be able to know what’s really going
on so you can address the problems.
Making time to identify your
priorities and sticking to them when it
comes to what you add to your calendar and to-do list will keep you from
being pulled in all those different directions and will help you get focused.

You’ve got an entire year ahead of you, new goals
and dreams to follow so now is the time to take the
steps to empower yourself. Empowering yourself
means learning exactly where your time is going,
realizing what things are wasting your time, and
knowing what kinds of things are interrupting your
flow every day.
you from it, making it take even longer
for you to get from point A to point B.
Being caught up in all there is to
do doesn’t help your quest and it doesn’t
line up with the energy of having a nice,
fresh new year to dive into. You’re being pulled in multiple directions, you
have no idea where your time is going
and the pressure is on, causing chaotic disorganized days. To make matters worse, your calendar looks like an
over-stuffed closet and you have 101
things hanging out in the most dangerous place in the world---your head.
We’re well into the new year and if
this is the way things are in your world
right now it’s time to take the reins.
You’ve got an entire year ahead of you,
new goals and dreams to follow so now
is the time to take the steps to empower
yourself. Empowering yourself means
learning exactly where your time is going,
realizing what things are wasting your
time, and knowing what kinds of things
are interrupting your flow every day.
You can do each of these by
tracking your time for about five days.
Each day when you start a task, write
it down. While you work, keep track
of the interruptions you get and how
long you work on each thing. Be sure
to note the level of importance for the
items you work on. It might seem te-

If you don’t know where to start, look
at the things you value and work from
that point to determine your priorities.
You might be one of those who
cringe at the thought of creating a system to help you get things done, but it
will truly help get the 101 things out
of your head on a regular basis so you
don’t lose the great ideas you come
up with while you’re working. It will
also bring order to your crazy days by
having you use a calendar, to-do list
and other tools that are a fit for you.
When it comes down to it, systems
are simple; tools, processes and people. That’s what will keep your business moving like a well-oiled machine.
It’s time for a clean slate and a
new way of operating. Take the reins
and take control of your days and your
year by equipping yourself to have a
better day-to-day experience and actually get things done. Achieve the goals
and dreams you created for this year.
© Sheila Hawkins, Third Eye Group
Contact Info:
Sheila Hawkins
Personal Productivity Alchemist
Third Eye Group, Inc.
info@thirdeyegroup.net
313.475.0212
www.thirdeyegroup.net
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You Going to Do Differently?
1. Resolve to Re-Evaluate Your
Mission, Vision and Purpose
If you’re not brand new to the
small business world, it’s quite possible
that some of your past success has come
from an executed action plan. Some of
your success may
come when just doing what works. I
understand and believe that either is a
solid strategy but,
are you leaving anything on the table?
LAURA SIGMON
If you’re a small
business owner with more than 5
years of experience, you know that
change is constant. What’s your
growth or sustainability strategy?
Revisit your overall goals and take
a minute to review whether everything in
your plan is still relevant and actionable.
What’s your cash flow like? Are your
employees everything you need them
to be? Are you the lone wolf attempting
to cover every aspect of your business?
Sometimes complacency can breed mediocracy. Don’t become stagnant. Use the
momentum of the new calendar to keep
action for and in things that have the capacity to grow and move your business.
2. Do You Have a Sounding Board?
What strategy do you exercise to
gain insight from your customers/clients? What do your employees think
about you and the business? Have you
considered having an advisory board?
An advisory board can be a major
game changer for the small business
owner. If you select the right members
capable of offering insight and direction you may gain a new perspective.
This is a tough one since soliciting feedback can open us up to criticism we may not be prepared for.
This bird’s-eye view of your business
can help you see past the day-to-day
struggles and challenges and help you
to envision long-term achievements.

3. Resolve to Refresh Your Social
Media and Marketing Strategies
Ok, so I realize I’m a hypocrite, I
have yet to embrace social media the way
I know it can be embraced. It’s time consuming, but it also makes you relevant to
a population of people that we can’t avoid
as small business owners. There are a
multitude of sites and platforms that may
be a great fit for you. Do a little research
to determine where you need to be.
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Social media changes at a rapid
pace, so there’s a very good chance you
may have missed out on at least three
new platforms you could be using to
promote your business. Today’s customer is often times led by what they
discover about you on social media. It’s the new marketing. So participate. Create a plan for frequency
regarding posting and responding.
Join networks with relevant content
and tag along. After a bit, take a survey of the social media landscape
and determine what works. I suppose
by the number of followers, likes or
even better, pass through customers.
You’ll also want to re-evaluate
your advertising and marketing strategy. Now is the time to review your
campaign results from the past year,
and take a hard look at what worked and
what didn’t. If money isn’t a concern, it
might be beneficial to keep your strategy the same. But if you’re looking to
cut expenses, tightening up your marketing strategy is a good place to start.

4. Resolve to Enhance Your Technology Footprint
Two weeks back, I had several
customers make a comment about how
SLOW my system was. One even went
so far as to say “Hey we’re running a
great Christmas special on electronics.” Few things frustrate employees—and clients—more than working
with outdated technology. Slow internet speeds and operating systems can
make daily tasks more than a chore
and can eat up valuable time that
your team might better spend making a sale or building a relationship.
Take a look at your organization’s
technology, from desktop computers
and laptops to cell phones to highspeed internet to copiers. See which
pieces of equipment are still working,
and which ones aren’t. The New Year
is also a great time to look for deals.
CONTACT INFO:
laura.signon@yourpracticescoach.com
Best Practices Consulting Services, LLC
2727 2nd Avenue, Suite 214
Detroit, MI 48201
www.YourPracticesCoach.com
(O) 313.757.1695
(F) 313.355.9371
(C) 810.280.4310

KEYS TO EMPLOYMENT

DESC turns operations over to SER-Metro Detroit to reduce
joblessness and increase skills for Detroiters!

L

ast May, Detroit-based SERCO
Inc., a subsidiary company of
SER Metro-Detroit, Inc., won a
15 month; $4.2
million contract to
manage the day-today operations of
the city’s workforce
and training agency,
Detroit
Employment Solutions Corporation (DESC).
AUNDREA
In this role, SERBRADFORD
CO runs DESC’s
One-Stop service centers, replacing
New York-based Grant Associates Inc.
Since 1971, SER- (Service, Employment, and Redevelopment) Metro-Detroit, located in southwest Detroit,
has provided job training, employment
placement and educational services for
job seekers. Its subsidiary company
provides jobseekers with access to job
opportunities, training, education, ca-

reer advisement
and
numerous
other services at
DESC’s three Detroit
One-Stop
service
centers.
Centers

located

in Detroit are:
• Samaritan
Center at 5555
Conner Ave.
• Northwest Activities Center at
18100 Meyers
• SER Metro’s own facility at
9301 Michigan in southwest Detroit
Eva Garza
Dewaelsche, CEO of
SER Metro a SERCO

In an earlier release, Eva Garza Dewaelsche, president and CEO of
SER-Metro and SERCO said, “We are
very pleased to have been selected to operate the Detroit One Stops. We expect a
smooth transition and are ready and anxious to begin providing important employment and training services to Detroi-

ters through our partnership with DESC.”
Most of the One-Stop employees
employed by Grant Associates have
been retained, and Dewaelsche, promised that “there will not be a disruption in
services to the community.” As the New
Year begins, consider visiting these centers and carefully researching possible
training and employment opportunities.
Detroit Employment Solutions, a
non-profit agency run by Pamela Moore,
assumed responsibility for executing
the city’s employment and training
services in 2012, under former mayor Dave Bing’s administration. DESC

was hired to operate the city’s workforce training and employment services.
The Detroit Employment Solutions boardof directors voted to select SER-Metro, making it the largest vendor of DESC in providing
workforce and training solutions to
over 25,000 Detroit jobseekers every year. The DESC reports that it
filled 12,748 job placements in 2014.
For more information, about
programs and services offered by
DESC,
visit
descmiworks.org.
Share your comments, employment
news and job leads with Detroit
Smart Pages. Send an email to info@
detroitsmartpages.com.Miss Bradford
writes, edits and proofreads reports for
individuals and businesses. Her work has
appeared in EBONY, Black Enterprise,
The Atlanta Tribune and The Atlanta
Journal Constitution. Contact her at info@
detroitsmartpages.com or 248-635-3101.

SMART FINANCIAL PLANNING

Everything Financial: Celebrating 15 Years!

I

n 2016, ELE Wealth Management
celebrates 15 years of servicing the
Detroit community. The company
was formed in October of 2000 in Dallas, TX and had its first interview in
the Detroit market December 26, 2001
with talk show host Mildred Gaddis.
That interview featured a discussion on
wealth management where I discussed
the advantages of rolling over your retirement savings to
a financial advisor.
On that fateful day,
Ms. Gaddis made us
a household name;
introduced the concept of Wealth Management for the first
time in Michigan and
ELLIS LIDDELL
created a new term
to our community called a Financial
Advisor. Fifteen years later, the term
financial advisor is commonly used
and now wealth management firms
have been formed all over the world.
We have had the good fortune of
hosting hundreds of financial seminars, attended by thousands of people
over the past fifteen years. Our slogan, “Wealth is our legacy, pass it on”,
has been discussed on local television;
from WXYZ channel 7 which has used

me as a local expert for the past eight
years to PBS. I have been afforded
the opportunity to represent ELE at industry conferences and appeared as a
panelist as well as keynote speaker. To
take a phrase from my son Ellis Darren Liddell, “I’m living the dream”.
The various companies that have
been created from ELE Wealth management, LLC are ELE Advisory Services
- a client asset management company;
ELE Wealth Advisors - a broker/dealer
transacting business in securities; ELE
Mortgage Services - fulfilling dreams
one family at a time; ELE Properties,
LLC - a real estate investment company
and I’m excited to announce our newest
venture, ELE – Peagler, LLC - bookkeeping and tax services. This is a new
partnership formed with Diana Peagler
who will serve as its president. The
services offered will be advice –“have
you had a tax check-up lately?”, tax
services, E-filing, QuickBooks and payroll consultation. (See Ad on page 3)
Each company we’ve launched has
been to grow and strengthen our client
base. Oftentimes individuals come into
money, be it from an inheritance or a
significant job promotion, without having any experience on how to maximize
the benefits of these new assets. These

www.detroitsmartpages.com

new wealth holders have been shifted
into a new tax bracket and supporting
lifestyle but lack the knowledge and understanding on how to utilize the many
advantages that are available to them. It
is our goal at ELE to walk hand in hand
with these new thousandaires, millionaires and some to be billionaires. Be it a

I’m excited to announce our newest
venture, ELE – Peagler, LLC - bookkeeping and tax services. This is a
new partnership formed with Diana
Peagler who will serve as its president. The services offered will be
advice –“have you had a tax check-up
lately?”, tax services, E-filing, QuickBooks and payroll consultation.

group or an individual, we are the Who
you talk to when it comes to finance.
As we construct our plan for the next
15 years, I am issuing a challenge to do
the same for you and your family. A good
strategic plan has at least five key points.
1. What is its purpose?
2. Who is to benefit?
3. What effort will it take to accomplish
it?
4. How do you get your idea into bite
sized pieces?
5. Celebrate each day’s success!
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As I reflect on the past 15 years,
I am reminded of the joy and pain
of growing a business from scratch.
Equipped with education and enthusiasm as I stared down the elephant of a
task ahead of me, I am remindedof the
question, how do you eat an elephant?
And the answer is one bite at a time. The
elephant was chosen as the company’s
logo as a reminder that no matter how
herculean the task before me, that God
made the elephant and He made me too.
Ellis Liddell is the President of various ELE entities in Southfield, MI. He
is also the author of “Wealth Management: Merging Faith with Finance”
and a member of the Million Dollar Roundtable. Mr. Liddell can be
reached at (248) 356-6555 or through
his website: www.elewealth.com
Securities offered through ELE Wealth
Advisors, Inc., member FINRA.
Advisory services offered through
ELE Advisory Services, Inc. ELE
Wealth Advisors and ELE Advisory
Services, LLC are affiliated through
common ownership and control.

SMART BUSINESS PROFILE

Fun, Form and Functional Art from Around The World
to Midtown Detroit and Downtown Birmingham
Rachel A. Woods is the owner of
Artloft, a unique functional art store
where you can shop for gifts, personal and home accessories from around
the world. Rachel says Artloft will
change the way you think about De-

Rachel is known for her amazing
service and attention to detail you receive when you visit her store. Artloft
also offers a boutique Bridal Registry in store and online, free gift wrapping and jewelry repair. The selection

Rachel, a native of Ghana, has reigned over
her shop in Birmingham, Michigan for 18
years and handpicked an eclectic mix of
classic and edgy items for her new unconventional Cass Avenue locale to cater to the
new breed of urban dwellers and visitors.
troit when you visit her new store in
Midtown located at 4160 Cass Ave.
Rachel, a native of Ghana, has reigned
over her shop in Birmingham, Michigan for 18 years and handpicked an
eclectic mix of classic and edgy items
for her new unconventional Cass
Avenue locale to cater to the new
breed of urban dwellers and visitors.

of merchandise is an example of how
much thought has been put into it.
Artloftonline.com stocks a large
selection of ALESSI-Italia house
wares and watches by internationally acclaimed designers; such as Michael Graves, Philippe Starck, Achille
Castiglioni and Karim Rashid; Jonathan Adler pottery & textiles, Michael

Aram, Carrol Boyes functional art from
Cape Town, South Africa, Desigual
clothes & accessories, Watchcraft
handcrafted
timepieces,
Projects
Watches & Clocks, StoryPeople
prints, books, cards and sculptures.
You will find a collection of Mary
Frances and Wendy Stevens collectible
handbags, Liquid Metal jewelry by Sergio Gutierrez, inspirational jewelry by B
B Becker, jewelry by Israeli artist Ayala Bar, Votivo candles & room sprays,

Putumayo World Music, M. Rena famous tummy tuck leggings & basics,
K. Bell socks, Sid Dickens Memory
Blocks (in store only), and a large selection of Judaica from various artists.
Also, unique clothing and footwear lines as well, such as Sun Kim,
Jason, Desigual and Kerisma Knits
and Bernie Mev, Sacha London and
Camper shoes! Rachael says, “If
you don’t see what you’re looking
for? We probably have it! Just give
us a call at 248-647-4007”. Artloft’s
Birmingham store is located at 123
West Maple Road, Birmingham, MI.

FEBRUARY 8, 2016 | DETROIT SCHOOL OF ARTS

EAT CLEAN,
GET LEAN
& BURN FAT

WITH CELEBRITY AUTHOR IAN SMITH, M.D.

ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE!
Join us as Ian Smith, M.D. kicks off our annual Detox Challenge.
Dr. Ian has carefully designed an accessible, realistic and flexible twoweek program that is sure to help you jumpstart a healthy lifestyle.

You don’t want to miss this life-changing event. Come learn
how you can finally claim the body and health you deserve!

ABOUT DR. IAN SMITH
Dr. Ian Smith, author of the no. 1 New York Times Bestseller Shred:
The Revolutionary Diet, and Super Shred: The Big Results Diet as well
as The Shred Diet Cookbook
Cookbook. He is a former co-host of the Emmy
winning daytime talk show, The Doctors. He also served as the
medical/diet expert for six seasons on VH1’s highly-rated Celebrity
Fit Club. Among many other accolades, he was also appointed by
President Obama to a second term on the President’s Council on
Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition.

EVENT DETAILS:
Monday | February 8, 2016 | 6:00PM
Detroit School of Arts | Auditorium (Selden St. Entrance)
123 Selden Street | Detroit, MI 48201
Registration Starts @ 5:00 PM
Complimentary Valet Parking Provided
This event is free of charge!

ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED
To reserve your seat, please email:

angela.jordan@wholefoods.com

Mention this ad and receive 50% discount on registration fee.
WholeCitiesFoundation.org

Second Annual “Thank You” Awards
Recognizing Detroit Neighborhood Small Business Owners

April 20,2016
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Quicken Loans, Smart Pages Newspaper and
Detroit Development Fund are proud to announce
the Second Annual "Thank You" Awards Dinner and
Reception Recognizing 50 Detroit Neighborhood
Small Business Owners.

2015 Honorees, Imperial Market

2015 Honorees, The Bartell Family

Charles Wright Museum of African American History
315 E Warren Ave, Detroit, MI 48202

Come out and support your local neighborhood small business owners!

The 2016 Honorees will be announced soon!

Tickets - $35.00

Visit www.ThankYouDetroit.com for more information or call: 313-268-3523
www.detroitsmartpages.com
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100th ANNIVERSARY
Mid-Winter Liquidation Sale
PLUS
50 to 70 Off Women’s & Men’s Furs,
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100th Anniversary Celebration

“Benefit Auction For The Ronald McDonald House of Detroit”

By Charlene Mitchell-Rodgers

O

h what a spectacular evening
it was! With a light snowfall
peeking through the windows
of the Bricker Tunis Furs showroom
there was no question that the weather
was just perfect for a nice warm fur. The
occasion was a special auction of a collection of furs worn by famous actresses
Joan Collins, Linda Evans and Diahann Carroll on the 80’s hit television
show “Dynasty” which aired on ABC.
The furs were worn only once for the

TV series and until recently had been
in a Hollywood cold storage facility.
Bricker Tunis Furs was the retailer that supplied the furs for the show.
Bricker was able to get them returned
last fall.“When I found out I could get
these elegant furs back, I had the idea
for an auction. Our P.R. Agency, Media
Consultants, suggested a benefit auction for The Ronald McDonald House
of Detroit. It was a great idea for a won-

derful cause that is close to my heart”,
said Bricker, who experienced the difficulty of having a daughter (now an
adult) who was born with a debilitating
condition. He and his family used the
Ronald McDonald house while she was
treated at Detroit’s Children’s hospital.
The recent reception and fur auction was attended by over 45 guests
including Motown’s Martha Reeves
and her sister Lois who was one of
the famous members of Martha and
The Vandellas singing group. Guests
sipped on champagne and nibbled on
scrumptious appetizers prepared by

Brandon Hutcherson, Executive Chef
and CEO of Kaleidoscope Catering. A
D.J. provided an assorted mix of Motown hits and oldies. Ten percent of all
sales from the evening are being donated to The Ronald McDonald House of
Detroit, including the auction items.

There are five Dynasty
furs left for the public to
bid on. View them on the
Bricker Tunis website.
www.brickertunisfur.com
or call 248-855-9200.
Out-going President of the Ronald McDonald House Board of Directors Deborah Virgiles, purchased an
elegant white cashmere cape trimmed
in layers of white fox. The proud owner of two McDonald’s franchises says
she looks forward to wearing the lovely cape which she looked absolutely
stunning in. Another guest, Elizabeth
Sammut purchased a one-armed brown
fox stole with matching hat worn by
Diahann Carroll on the Dynasty TV
Show. “I love it!” she said. (See photos)
There are five Dynasty furs left
for the public to bid on. View them on
the Bricker Tunis website. www.brickertunisfur.com or call 248-855-9200.

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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Author Patrice Lee helps children and families
overcome bullying
By Beverly Smith

P

Patrice Lee

atrice Lee draws from her own
personal experience with bullying
in the workplace to offer positive
and realistic approaches to help children and families with bully prevention
and coping skills. Patrice is a native
Detroiter and graduate of Cass Technical High School. Patrice received
her B.S. Degree in Retailing, Clothing and Textiles from MSU’s College
of Human Environment and Design.
After accepting one of five job offers
in her field, Patrice enjoyed much success
in her career but endured an extensive period of bullying in the workplace. Through
perseverance and overcoming the pain of
bullying, Lee published her first book,
Positive Change: It’s All About Attitude in
December of 2008 through her company,
Leep4Joy Books and Resources. Determined to survive it and maintain her pos-

endorsed by dads and grandfathers were
soon added to this collection of books.
The purpose of Leep4Joy Books
is to educate parents and children about
bullying and bring awareness to this
problem. The goal is Bully prevention
for a bully-free life, helping children understand the bully’s method of operation
and equipping them with appropriate
responses for a most healthy outcome.

In each resource, you’ll find a message of faith, hope,
healing and love to help children and adults become
whole again and to eliminate the possibility of bully
-related suicide deaths.
itive disposition, Lee published a second
book entitled, How to Overcome Every
Obstacle and Land on Top, in June, 2011,
(her best seller) after carrying the typed
draft in her purse for more than 2 years.
Through
Leep4Joy
Books
and Resources, Patrice sent the
first in a series of bully books
to print in August, 2011, entitled
Bully Me? ...No More!!! (for parents and
children). Much to her surprise, bullying became the hot topic that very next
week. Bully Me?...Oh NO!!! a teen resource book and additional books soon
followed including, Mommy, Are You Listening??? endorsed by “Mom” Winans,
and Daddy! ...Can YOU Hear Me???

Books have been endorsed by many organizations and professionals, such
as, psychologists, social workers and
clinical therapists, who use them regularly in therapy sessions with clients.
I am most grateful for my personal relationship with Jesus, for He helped me
heal from, and to survive the emotional
trauma of excessive bullying through my
being willing to forgive.” Patrice Lee.
Patrice has 12 books in print currently and is available for speaking en-

Patrice’s mission is ‘to bring
families together to save lives.” Leep4Joy Books offer practical solutions for
your bully concerns to help erase the
stigma of, and fear(s) associated with
bullying. In each resource, you’ll find
a message of faith, hope, healing and
love to help children and adults become
whole again and to eliminate the possibility of bully-related suicide deaths.
Leep4Joy Books are easy reading with hands-on activities for the
whole family; complete with self-contained workbooks that include, review
questions, true/false, vocabulary words
and self-esteem building exercises.
“I am honored that Leep4Joy
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gagements
on
bully prevention,
anti-bully rallies
and “Be Bully-Free” workshops for educators, parents and
children. Patrice
is pleased to present her collection of illustrated books for
little children, Happy To Be Me, The Bully
Met My Dad! and Let’s Love One Another. She has received five-star awards from
Reader’s Favorites’ book reviews and
served on roundtables, panel guest, and
speaks to public, charter, private and parochial schools, churches and youth groups.
Most books may be found at: Lighthouse Cards and Gifts, 16143 Wyoming
Ave., Detroit, MI 48221 and Second
Baptist Church’s U. G. R. R. Bookstore,
441 Monroe St., Detroit, MI 48226
Visit www.Leep4Joy.com. or email
Patrice at: PatriceALee@gmail.com.
Call Patrice at 248-613-5628 Available
now: “How to Overcome Every Obstacle and Land on Top” June, 2011; “Bully
Me? …No More!!!” and “Bully Me? …
Oh No!!!” Recent releases: “Tips and
Tools for a Safe and Healthy School
Year” Sept., 2013; “Mommy, Are You Listening?” Nov., 2013; “Happy to Be Me!”
Feb., 2014, “Daddy! ...Can You Hear
Me???” June, 2014; “The Bully Met
My Dad!” Nov., 2014; “Let’s Love One
Another” Nov., 2015. Some available in
Spanish. Priced from 7.95 to 14.95. Positive Change: It’s All About Attitude is
available at Book signings and live events.

S M A R T E AT S

Bring on the Heat For National Hot Tea Month!

H

ot
Tea
simultaneously
soothes and thaws the soul
during coldest winter months.
Black, green, white, oolong, chai, or
chamomile — it doesn’t matter. Each
tea boasts an impressive nutritional profile with many health benefits.
Second to water, tea is the most
consumed beverage in the world;
in 2012, The Tea Association of the
U.S.A. reported Americans consumed well over 79 billion servings
of tea. On any given day, millions
of Americans have their pinkies up.
A study analysis published in the
American Journal of Clinical Nutrition (AJCT) found tea, in conjunction
with a healthy diet and exercise, promotes weight loss. Dutch researchers
found its main ingredients — catechins and caffeine — help increase
a person’s energy expenditure, or the
calories they burn just by being. They
also increase the breakdown of fat.
Tea contains polyphenols, too.
These are antioxidants that protect

venating. And in a study presented
during the 2014 European Society of
Cardiology Congress (ESC) in Barcelona, Spain, researchers reported that
drinking at least a cup of tea a day cuts

the lining of blood vessels in your
heart, thus making your morning
mug great for heart health. A separate study published in AJCT found
black tea stabilizes blood pressure
when participants were also on a
low-flavo2noid diet. This means they
maintained low amounts of additional tea, red wine, and dark chocolate.
In addition to a healthier heart,
the polyphenols in tea have been
linked to cancer prevention. Science
has yet to prove tea directly causes
fewer cases of cancer, but single sips
are considered therapeutic and reju-

our endorsements as a girl. The caffeine from cooled bags of black tea
helps tighten blood vessels. So when
you place them on your eyes, it reduces swelling, making your eyes

In addition to a healthier heart, the polyphenols in
tea have been linked to cancer prevention. Science
has yet to prove tea directly causes fewer cases of
cancer, but single sips are considered therapeutic
and rejuvenating. And in a study presented during
the 2014 European Society of Cardiology Congress
(ESC) in Barcelona, Spain, researchers reported
that drinking at least a cup of tea a day cuts risk
for premature death by a quarter.
risk for premature death by a quarter.
Increased energy, mental health,
brain power, and gut bacteria (which
is a good thing), as well as reduced
menstrual pain and bad breath are
added benefits of drinking tea.
Beauty with the tea bags are

look refreshed and awake. This is
one of many ways you can re-purpose tea bags for your beauty routine.
Celebrate and Get The Most
From Your Tea, From A Healthy
Drink To A Beauty Product.

February Brings Us A Chocolate Valentine!
It’s no surprise that National
Chocolate Lovers Month is celebrated in February. Boxes of chocolates,
truffles and piles of chocolate-covered
strawberries are turning up with everyone. In moderation, it’s healthy!
Chocolate contains iron, potassium, fiber and some of our favorite antioxidants, flavonoids.
The flavonoids found
in chocolate are
known to relax blood
vessels and promote
healthy circulation,
both of which may
lead to healthier
blood pressure levels. Chocolate also contains polyphenols, antioxidants that protect the body
from free radical damage. Of course,
the darker the chocolate, the healthier
it is.
Of course, we love baking with
chocolate and wanted to encourage you
with this recipe below for the opportunity to share a special treat for your
intimate dining.
Ingredients for the Tart Shells
Vegetable oil cooking spray, for pan

um speed until fluffy, about 3 minutes.
Add sugar, and beat until pale and fluffy,
about 2 minutes. Reduce speed to low.
Add vanilla and flour mixture, and mix

1 cup all-purpose flour, plus more for
surface
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1/8 teaspoon salt
1 stick unsalted butter, room temperature
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
For the Ganache Filling
10 ounces bittersweet chocolate, coarsely chopped
1 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup whole milk
1 large egg, lightly beaten
Meringue Hearts
Directions
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Make the
tart shells: Coat five 5-inch heart-shaped
tart pans with cooking spray. Whisk together flour, cocoa, and salt.
Beat butter with a mixer on medi-

www.detroitsmartpages.com

um-high heat until almost boiling; pour
over chocolate. Let stand for 2 minutes.
Slowly whisk until smooth. Let stand
10 minutes more. Stir in egg. Return

The flavonoids found in chocolate are known to relax
blood vessels and promote healthy circulation, both of
which may lead to healthier blood pressure levels.
Chocolate also contains polyphenols, antioxidants
that protect the body from free radical damage. Of
course, the darker the chocolate, the healthier it is.
until dough just begins to hold together, 1 to 2 minutes. Turn out dough onto
plastic wrap, wrap, and refrigerate for 30
minutes.
Roll out dough to 1/4-inch thickness on a lightly floured surface. Cut
dough into 5 equal pieces, and press into
bottom and up sides of prepared tart
pans. Using a sharp paring knife, trim
excess dough flush with edges of pans.
Patch any tears. Refrigerate for 1 hour.
Bake tart shells on a rimmed baking sheet until firm, about 25 minutes.
Let cool completely on wire racks.
Make the ganache filling: Place
chocolate in a bowl. Heat cream and
milk in a small saucepan over medi-
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tart shells to baking sheet, and pour in
filling. Bake until just set, about 25 minutes. Let cool completely before removing from pans. Decorate with meringue
hearts.
So as you aim your cupid’s arrow,
be sure it lands with all the sweetness of
A Happy Valentine’s Day from
Joyful Treats Catering!

Khadija B. Wallace is Founder &
CEO of Joyful Treats Catering.
For edible food creations and fun
fact tips or recipes, sign up for
newsletter at: www.joyfultreatscatering.com.

L A N S I N G U P D AT E

S M A R T B U S I N E SPresident
S PROFILE
Council
Brenda Jones speaks out
on Senate Bills 571 and 13

G

overnor Snyder recently signed
Senate Bill 571 into law, changing political activity in the state
of Michigan. This bill, which amends
1976 PA388, prohibits government and
local elected officials from using government funds or resources to inform
or educate the public on ballot issues
60 days before a general election.
Passed in the Senate by a 25-12
vote on Wednesday, December 16,
2015, it was noted that the initial SB571
was 12 pages long when introduced out
of the House Committee on Elections
on December 9th, but increasingly
grew to 53 pages when the Republican Caucus reviewed it on December
16th and had it approved by the Senate
without any Democratic amendments.
According to the Daily News, “Republicans cleared the Senate chamber of Democratic staffers and
locked the senators inside the chambers.” On Wednesday, January 7,
2016, Gov. Snyder then signed SB
571 into law.

Other Language added to SB 571
includes:
• A provision barring public bodies
from using public funds to distribute information about a local ballot proposal
60 days before it appears on the ballot

• The elimination of a February filing
deadline for independent and political
committees
• A requirement for political and independent committees to file annual reports

• The clarification that robocalls have
to identify who is paying for the call
and include some contact information,
but do not have to use a disclaimer (the
words “authorized by” or “not authorized by”)
• An allowance for candidates to use
contributions to pay down debts from
previous election cycles

Q: How does this bill affect elected
officials like Council President Brenda Jones?
A: As the law currently states, “a public body (I.e. City Council), or a person acting for a public body, shall not,
during the period 60 days before an
election in which a local ballot question
appears on a ballot, use public funds
or resources for a communication by
means of radio, television, mass mailing, or prerecorded telephone message
if that communication references a lo-

Please read this information carefully and feel
free to contact myself, your State Representatives
and/or Senators for any clarity necessary. However,
amendments underscore the need to encourage
residents to vote and ensure THEIR VOICE is heard
at the polls.

cal ballot question and is targeted to
the relevant electorate where the local
ballot question appears on the ballot.”
Council President Jones, along
with many other elected officials,
will still be able to explain and educate City of Detroit residents on many
complex ballot questions, thereby
simplifying their understanding of
the issues. However, she will not ad-

The bill amends the Michigan Election
Law to:
• Delete provisions that allow voters to
cast a straight ticket or a split ticket in
the partisan section of the general election ballot
• Prohibit ballot labels in partisan elections from including a position allowing electors to vote for all of the candidates of one party by a single selection.
Q. How does this affect voters in Detroit and throughout the entire state of
Michigan?
A. Detroit voters, along with voters
around the state of Michigan, will
have to check each individual box on
the ballot and take the time to read and
vote the entire ballot. State law allows
a limitation to be placed on the amount

of time you have to vote in a voting
booth. In Detroit, it is limited to 5
minutes and this new provision could
affect a voter’s ability to complete the
ballot.
As a member of the Detroit Election Commission, I will
seek ways to assist voters through
this change and continue discussion to address the 5 minute limit.
IN CONCLUSION
As your elected official, Detroit
City Council President and the “Citizen’s Voice,” I wanted to take this time
to point out a few noteworthy things
that directly affect my constituents
in Detroit, along with the entire state
of Michigan. Office: 313-224-1245.

This bill, which amends
1976 PA388, prohibits
government and local
elected officials from
using government funds
or resources to inform
or educate the public on
ballot issues 60 days before a general election.
vise residents how they should vote,
as this is not her normal practice.
When the Council President attends any meeting with the public,
she may speak freely – as an elected
official with legislative responsibilities. However, she cannot use traditional means of mass communication,
such as sending a newsletter or email
to constituents, explaining ballot initiatives within 60 days of the election. In addition, her comments may
not be taped or recorded, as these
might be unknowingly communicated in mass messages at a later date.
Secondly, on the same day, Governor
Snyder also signed into law Senate Bill
13, eliminating straight ticket voting.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

Doing business without advertising is like “winking”
at someone in the dark; You know what you are doing,
but no one else does”.
- Walter Seward

Call Smart Marketing Consulting
313-268-3523
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H E A LT H C A R E A N D Y O U

Detroit’s Healthcare Spotlight: Affordable Care Act
Coalition and Beyond

R

ecently, I had morning coffee
at The Red Hook Detroit with
Dr. Abdul El-Sayed, the new
Health Officer and Director for the Detroit Department of Health and Wellness
Promotion.
Our
conversation
was
informal, yet motivating! I later asked
Dr. El-Sayed to offer
his thoughts on the
ACA Coalition as
well as the future and
focus of Detroit’s
NINA ABUBAKARI
Health
Department.
I’m sure you will find
his answers refreshing, as I did.
Nina: How has the ACA coalition
grown and what do coalition members
consider to be their biggest challenge?
Dr. El-Sayed: The coalition has
grown substantially to include a number
of organizations in and around Detroit.
We are thankful for the participation of
so many incredible organizations, and
their active support in helping Detroiters access healthcare coverage. The
biggest challenge, as we approach the
end of our 3rd open enrollment is maintaining a sense of relevance about the

work. Given that the ACA is no longer
new, and now less glitzy than it had been
at first rollout, sometimes it’s hard to
establish the same kind of buy-in with
partners outside the coalition as we
work to place ACA navigators around
metro-Detroit. Nevertheless, thousands
of Detroiters continue to lack ready
access to healthcare coverage that the
ACA could provide them, and the work
remains as important now as ever. We
are thankful to the partners who continue
to support this work, and we look forward to another successful enrollment.
Nina: What is DHWP’s current role in
the coalition?

Dr. El-Sayed: We serve as one of the
conveners of the coalition, helping to
coordinate across all of the great work
that coalition-members have been doing, and to maintain a strong connection
with support from the US Department of
Health & Human Services.
Nina: As Health Officer, what are your
health priorities for the City?
Dr. El-Sayed: We aim to build programs,
policies, and partnerships to address a
number of important clusters of health
challenges:

1. Healthy maternity (prematurity, infant
mortality, maternal mortality, and teen
pregnancy)
2. Healthy Childhoods (asthma, lead
poisoning, vision/hearing deficits, childhood obesity)
3. Chronic Diseases (obesity, diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, HIV/AIDS)

We look forward to partnering
with like-minded institutions
who aim to improve health in
Detroit - we’re only as good
as our partners!
4. Healthy communities (community violence, environmental safety)
In order to do this well, we will
need to continue to invest in our agency. The Department has undergone
a number of transitions over the past
several years. During the municipal bankruptcy, the health department was dissolved into a non-profit.
By 2014 the decision was made to
rebuild the department, which was completed in mid-2015. This year, we hope
to organize and restructure our department around these outcome clusters, and

to continue to improve our services. We
hope to build critical capacity in health
policy and planning and data analysis.
However, we are building on a solid
foundation. The team is extremely motivated and capable, and we have strong
program and administrative leadership.
We’re primed, I believe, to address these
challenges in a thoughtful, relentless way.
We also hope to roll out a number
of aggressive new campaigns around
healthy maternity and health childhoods
during 2016. These will include an infant mortality reduction program focusing on supporting young woman, as
well as a pilot program that integrates
a number of early childhood interventions into one coherent experience.
We look forward to partnering with like-minded institutions who
aim to improve health in Detroit we’re only as good as our partners!
CONTACT INFO:

Nina Abubakari, MPH, MBA, JD, FACHE is
the owner/Managing Partner of Fern Health
Solutions, a subsidiary of Abubakari and
Associates, Inc., a healthcare consulting firm.
Please email questions to nina1@fernhealth.
com, or call 313-823-2326.
Website: www.fernhealth.com

DETROIT HISTORY

Black Detroit had their own Powerball

F

By Ken Coleman

or more than 20 years, John W.
Roxborough and Everett I. Watson lived the high life as two
of Paradise Valley’s most powerful
men and all that came with it. Glorious summers at Idlewild, a blackowned resort situated on the western
side of the state near Lake Michigan.
Memorable evenings at the Norwood and Gotham hotels complete with
fat cigars, fine liquor, great music and
leisurely gambling. As leaders of the Big
Four Mutual and Yellow Dog Mutual
outfits, respectively, they helped to run a
$10 million a year illegal lottery business.
Millionaires, according to some
accounts, Roxborough and Everett were
neighborhood philanthropists. Roxborough helped to manage world heavyweight boxing champ Joe Louis; Watson
had managed another Motown heavyweight boxer named Roscoe Toles.
They donated money to the
NAACP, as well as community centers
and families. Kids went to college with
numbers winnings. In 1938, for exam-

during the midst of the festive holiday
season, both men were introduced to
a cold, matchbox-sized, ten-foot-long
by six-foot wide Jackson Prison cell.
They, along with dozens of others including former Detroit mayor Richard

The city’s attempt to break
up the numbers hurt the
economic condition of the
black community. Black
Detroiters saw the trial as a
direct attack on their community…The only difference
between the black folks’ policy and state-run lottery is
ple, Roxborough wrote a check to the
local NAACP for $2,500, the same year that we had three digits and
that as many as 100,000 unemployed current game has six.”
auto workers and UAW members rallied in downtown Detroit at Cadillac
Square to protest their dire economic
conditions. Adjusted for inflation, his
generous contribution would be the
equivalent of $40,000 in 2016 dollars.
On December 29, 1944, however,

www.detroitsmartpages.com

Reading, were convicted and sentenced.
Their iron bar neighbors were an assortment of common punks: pedophiles,
dope pushers, serial burglars, con man,
and murderers. They were released one
year, nine months and five days later.
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Popular
entertainment
businessman
Sunnie Wilson
said this about
Roxborough
and
Watson
in his memoir
“Toast of the
Town: The Life
and Times of Sunnie Wilson”:
“Despite Mr. Roxborough’s intransigence, I believe he and Mr. Watson
were singled out by the investigation in
order to set an example. The city’s attempt to break up the numbers hurt the
economic condition of the black community. Black Detroiters saw the trial as
a direct attack on their community…The
only difference between the black folks’
policy and state-run lottery is that we had
three digits and current game has six.”
Ken Coleman, Detroit-based author
and historian, writes about the Detroit
numbers business as well as John Roxborough, Everett Watson and Sunnie
Wilson in his book, “Million Dollars
Worth of Nerve.” Visit www.onthisdaydetroit.com

www.detroitsmartpages.com

JAN/FEB 2016 | PAGE 20

Governor Snyder in “Hot Water”, Steve Harvey
Flubs on International TV, Detroit’s Urban Radio
Competition Heats Up, & The Housewives Brand
Expands with New Shows

Charlene Mitchell-Rodgers

MOST OUTRAGEOUS RESPONSE TO
THE MEDIA BY AN ELECTED OFFICIAL

Not once, not twice. Too many
times to count. Michigan Governor
Rick Snyder has been vague and perhaps has even lied about when he knew
about the poisonous
lead-filled Flint water supply. Reporters asked the tough
questions and he repeatedly had incomplete answers. When
emails finally surGovernor Snyder
faced showing that he
was long aware of the health dangers
to citizens, he kept mute on the issue
and tried to cover up the evidence.
The story stems from the state’s
decision to switch from The Detroit
Water Dept. to local water from the
Flint River as a cost-saving measure.
The Flint River water has long been
known to be unsanitary and unhealthy

Snyder knew about the
problem and he refused
to let anyone in his administration do anything
about it. Shameful!
due to high lead levels. On January
19th Snyder tried to come clean by
opening his annual State-Of-TheState address with an on-air apology.
“I am sorry, and I will fix it” he said.
Pundits say it was insincere; too
little and too late. Activists called for his
resignation, saying he deliberately and
knowingly put Flint residents at risk. In
my opinion, what the state opted to do
was wrong from the start. Covering it up
with lies is comparable to a man beating his wife, and then taking the phone
from her when she attempts to call 911.
Snyder knew about the problem and he
refused to let anyone in his administration do anything about it. Shameful!
TV’S MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT
FOR A HOST - STEVE
HARVEY ON THE
MISS UNIVERSE PAGEANT ON ABC

Steve Harvey

It was the onair television faux
pax heard around the

world, and an embarrassing moment
for one of America’s biggest media stars.
Comedian and talk show host Steve Harvey was the host of the 2016 Miss Universe Pageant held in Las Vegas, Nevada.
The evening was perfect right until the last 3 minutes. When it was time
to name the winner, a major blunder
occurred. Steve Harvey announced
Miss Columbia as the winner, when she
was actually the First Runner Up. The
wrong Miss Universe was crowned. The
celebration began, but then the bomb
dropped. After several seconds of silence, with the show’s director talking
to Mr. Harvey through his earpiece,
the host announced he made a mistake.
The correct winner was actually
Miss Philippines. The crown was taken off of Miss Columbia’s head and
placed on Miss Philippines. It gets
worse. The audience was stunned.
Mr. Harvey abruptly exited the stage,
obviously upset. He eventually apologized to both of the women live
on ABC’s Good Morning America.
It still isn’t known for sure whose
fault it was; whether his cue cards were
incorrect or if he just read it incorrectly. Either way, it looked B-A-D. But
guess what? The pageant has invited him back to host again next year.
Everybody saves face on this one.
NEW STATION ON DETROIT’S URBAN
RADIO SCENE - 910AM SUPERSTATION

The Adell Media Group has expanded. The owner of The Word Network and Detroit’s independent station
WADL TV 38 has acquired the former
Disney-owned radio station located in
Southfield, MI. It was acquired several
months ago, but has
just recently branded itself as “Detroit’s
largest voice for African
Americans”.
The
powerful
50,000 Watt station
reaches all of Metro Detroit and North
toward Traverse City and South into
Toledo, Ohio. It also has live streaming on and can be heard through
the internet nearly anywhere. Station owner Kevin Adell is confident
that 910am will dominate the urban
market and gain listenership rapidly.
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The talk-radio format competes
with Radio One’s WCHB which has
long held a strong presence among
African American listeners in the Detroit market. Adell, and his station
manager Denise “Dody” Johnson have
assembled a notable lineup of show
hosts which include Political Consultant Steve Hood, Former Detroit Police Chief Ralph Godbee, P.R. Specialist Karen Dumas, Detroit City Council
member Mary Sheffield, Judge Vonda
Evans, former Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano and Rev. Charles
Williams, who heads the Detroit Chapter of the National Action Network.
I guess I should also mention that
yours truly hosts a new business themed
show called “Mind Your Business”
which airs on Thursday nights from
9-11pm. For more information on how
to appear as a guest or advertise on any
of the 910am Superstation programs, log
onto www.910amsuperstationdetroit.
NEW HOUSEWIVES SHOW FOCUSES
ON D.C. AREA

Just as we thought the public had
gotten its fill of The Real Housewives of
Atlanta, with the drama between Kenya Moore and Nene Leak, so another
group of divas has been added to Andy
Cohen’s bevy of beauties. The Real
Housewives of Potomac is set in one of
the wealthiest suburbs
of Washington D.C.,
Potomac, Maryland.
The cast consist of a group of
women who appear
Gizelle Bryant
on the surface to be
more sophisticated and educated than
their Atlanta counterparts. The Queen
Diva is Gizelle Bryant who believes
that etiquette and social status make
the person. She describes her Potomac community as one that requires
“legacy, or a big cash flow to get in”.
I have only watched one episode
which premiered on January 17th, but
my conclusion is this. Apart from the
geographical change and the new faces, it is just more of the same back-biting and bickering as we see with the
Atlanta women. The only difference is
an expanded vocabulary and so far, no
cussing or physical fights. Stay tuned.
The show airs on Sunday at 9pm EST.
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BEST COVERAGE OF THE NORTH
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL AUTO
SHOW CHARITY PREVIEW- TIED WDIV
CH.4 & WXYZ CH.7

After several years of WXYZ-TV
having exclusive Live Coverage of the
Auto Show in Detroit, this year WDIV
was also part of the main event. (WDIV
won the exclusive rights for just one
year a while back, but
lost to WXYZ again)
It seems that The
Detroit Auto Dealers
Association
which
owns the show, decided to let the two
stations share. After
all, sponsorship dolRhonda Walker
lars are involved and
all money is green. Speaking of colors,
Ch.7’s fashion expert says red was the
most popular color for women’s gowns
this year. Nonetheless, I saw a lot of
black, which never goes out of style.
I would have to say that the red
form-fitting gown with the spectacular cut-out back design worn by Joanne Purtan was one of the prettiest I
saw all evening as I switched back and
forth from Ch.7 to Ch.4. Ch. 4 Morning Rhonda Walker looked beautiful
in a unique form fitting long gown
with a sexy split exposing one leg.
Glenda Lewis was elegant in a
black & crème gown that was short
in the front, with gorgeous Cinderella -like sides and back. Many of
the women who we see on the news
added some extra length and fullness to create “formal” hairstyles
with the use of hair extensions.
The guys looked dapper also. Ch. 7
Anchor Stephen Clarke started out the
broadcast in denim jeans paired with a
black shirt and sport coat. He later appeared in a tuxedo which paired much
better with his co-anchor Carolyn Clifford who looked simply stunning in a
strapless burgundy and black gown.
Both stations and their reporters
did an excellent job of bringing the
auto show into our homes. Good TV
Coverage. Hey…I forgot to talk about
the cars. In short, they were all new
models of course, and with a few exceptions more expensive than last year.
Contact Charlene at:
cmitch03@comcast.net

THE ART OF LIVING IN DETROIT

Stress Relief for Mind, Body and Soul

L

ast year a group from my church
voted that we go camping in August, as one way to get the children away from sugary foods and away
from the “Home Hypnotist” (TV) as
Dr. Jim Sharps, from the International
Institute of Original Medicine, calls it.
A Christian Natural
Health Institute of
Higher Education.
One of the mothers
exclaimed, “I’ve
always thought of
camping as an activity meant for
GINGER TANSIL
people who are not
me.” To me, camping with kids seems
like the exact opposite of a “vacation.”
But I do like hanging out with other families and we, adults, should get to know
other families better and spend more
time with the ones we already know.
This wasn’t a conventional camping trip where we shove junk food into
our bodies. Sugar promotes violent behavior, stimulates hyperactivity and
weakens the immune system. We know
how badly we feel when we have earaches, sniffles and colds? Well children

plastic container is a hiding spot. There
are no exceptions. Sugar hides in spaghetti, ketchup, canned fruit, Listerine
mouth wash, apple juice in jars and it’s
been proven scientifically that there’s a
direct connection between diet and behavior. Replace it with honey or Aga-

haven’t developed coping mechanisms
yet, is there any wonder they act out?
Check out Sugar Blues by William
Duffy. A study was done with unruly
school children. One half of the population was allowed to do as they’d always
done, which was to watch TV and eat
junk food from the machines. The other
half was put on a Vegetarian diet, and
a consistent exercise regimen. Among
the half that ate and exercised conscientiously, they never returned upon their
release. And these were children who
were there for throwing chairs at teachers and more. What’s so surprising? Sugar was the reason for the Slave Trade.
Avoid sugar as much as possible. Learn its hiding places. Anything
that comes in a package, jar, box, can,

Best Practices Consulting Services, LLC
Where Your Business Is Our Business!

Do you have questions about
starting or expanding your existing
business operation?
Give us a call, we can help you
determine the following:

Best Practices Consulting Services, LLC

 Whether your concept is
feasibile for starting a business
 Is your business plan
executable?
 Do you need to extend your
sales force without increasing
your payroll?

Best Practices
Consulting Services, LLC
2727 2nd Avenue, Suite 157
Detroit, MI 48201
www.YourPracticesCoach.com

Send questions
or comments to theartofPhone: 810.280.4310
livingindetroit@yahoo.com. Braider
Fax:734.992.3336
needed for upcoming event, please
E-mail:
contact:
Ginger Ashford-Tansil, .Natural
Health
Messenger at 313 909-2838.
laura.sigmon@YourPracticesCoach.com
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mie T. Wafer. Affection. Love, Hugs
and Smiles is what our children need.
They’re only under our care such a
short fleeting time. Then after that, you
may look for them to take care of you!
Actually we are big kids too, take care
of yourselves, and continue your walk-

Be sure to heavily medicate the children with psychological vitamins. Vitamin A: Attention, recognize and
listen to them, don’t be impatient. Acceptance, a sense
of belonging. Accept all our children, no matter where
they are or what they’re doing with their lives, says
Reverend Jimmie T. Wafer. Affection. Love, Hugs and
Smiles is what our children need.
ve if you must. Do your research in
advance. It’s not easy, but it’s simple.
Be sure to heavily medicate the
children with psychological vitamins.
Vitamin A: Attention, recognize and
listen to them, don’t be impatient.
Acceptance, a sense of belonging.
Accept all our children, no matter
where they are or what they’re doing
with their lives, says Reverend Jim-

ing regimen out in the air. Be an example
to the children in your life. And watch
the stress dissipate, knowing that you’ve
done the right thing! Prepare to rest, relax
and enjoy the spring and summer of 2016!
Resource: Dr. Jim Sharps’ videos may
be borrowed from any public library.
Telephone number 1(410)884-9319
elisa.sharps@gmail.com.

URBAN JOURNEYS

Understanding Bankruptcy
By David Rambeau

I

usually
don’t
get
into much
in-depth discussion with people. I merely
converse on a
superficial level
while probing
the expanse of
their knowledge or experience. This time,
however, I became emotionally engaged
when I was cornered by two people while
having lunch and I became exasperated
with their aggressive ignorance. Mistake.
We were talking about Detroit politics
and in the course of our conversation, Detroit’s bankruptcy was mentioned. They
claimed Detroit wasn’t bankrupt; I asserted that it was and has been for some time.
Like maybe forty-five years or roughly

Obviously, we’re bankrupt in Detroit,
as well as in any urban area with significant numbers of black residents. This
includes not only in the U.S., but Africa
and the Diaspora. We cannot as a people
provide ourselves with our societal necessities: food, clothing, shelter, education,
health care, security, employment, private
business and mass media (except the Internet). However we didn’t get to that point
in our discussion. Eventually I realized
that my efforts to explain to them my perspective were a waste of time.
But this is not all. We are brain-washed,
particularly those who have some educational and financial capacity. This group
of cultural reactionaries wants to run with
the hares and hunt with the hounds. Frequently they will deny this, but if you listen closely to either their conversation or
observe their practice, it will become clear,

The seeds of our bankruptcy were initially planted in the early
1940’s and have been growing steadily ever since. Signs of it
and its causes have abounded for decades--the building of the
freeways, the suburbs, Northland Center, the closing of Hudson’s
downtown, the exodus of residents, the economically unsustainable city pensions, the 67 rebellion, redlining, severe racial discrimination in every facet of society. I could go on.
since 1970. The seeds of our bankruptcy
were initially planted in the early 1940’s
and have been growing steadily ever since.
Signs of it and its causes have abounded
for decades--the building of the freeways,
the suburbs, Northland Center, the closing of Hudson’s downtown, the exodus of
residents, the economically unsustainable
city pensions, the 67 rebellion, redlining,
severe racial discrimination in every facet
of society. I could go on.
But even more important was our differing points of view. Their point of view
was in reaction to that of the oppressor, the
hunter, the predator. As reactors they have
no core, no self-originated or developed
vision of their own. My point of view was
and is the point of view of the oppressed,
the hunted, the prey. These are diametrically opposed, and thus for them, beyond
reason and comprehension.
It is clear to me that in a city like
Detroit with a population which is about
83% black with about 40% of that group at
or below the poverty line, the city (and the
people), two economically interconnected
entities, could not be anything but bankrupt, and thus express that bankruptcy in
numerous ways, through the water shutoffs, the foreclosures, the personal debt
of people, the staggering unemployment
and underemployment of the workforce,
the blight, the homeless, the numbers lacking health care (mental, dental and medical) the single parent households, the
children born out of wedlock, the school
dropouts.

pathetically clear, that their point of view,
their social values, attitudes and practices
have been injected into their subconscious
by their oppressor, the hunter, the predator.
And unfortunately, though quite naturally,
they merely, in most cases, want to replace
the oppressor with themselves, or at least
not continue to be his obvious victim.
They are quite willing to join his army
and go to Viet Nam or Iraq, go to his frat
parties, grieve for his suffering, practice
his rituals, utilize his symbols and believe
his false promises. Neither reason nor
history can alter our beliefs or our behavior. We are obsessed with being “iloes”,
rugged, ego-centric individuals, or single
proprietors, or “silos”, immersed in organizational competition, rather than pursue
any form of cooperation with peers.
What seems to be changing our point
of view and individualist ideology and
practice is the one thousand plus murders
by the police in 2015. But even with this
brutality, it is too early to draw liberating
or mind-changing conclusions. The struggle continues.

Your Own Business Website
Within ONE Week!

✔ Business ecommerce website for your business
✔ Set up 6-12 pages to promote your business
✔ 1 Year FREE Domain
✔ FREE Hosting for your website
✔ Up to 5 beautiful Images to select for your site

$

FOR ONLY
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mybusiness.com

Services Include: Assistance with copy,
design, development and building of
YOUR OWN business website!
Don’t wait call today!

734.476.6709

8403 Lakeview Ct.
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
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Contact info:
David Rambeau is the editor/publisher
of the Concept East Institute websites on FB.
Access him via Messenger on your Smartphone or through Facebook.com. Read his
articles in the bi-monthly edition of the Detroit Smart Pages tabloid newspaper. And,
of course, watch For My People, Saturday
mornings at 6:30 a.m. on Ch. 50 WKBD-TV.

www.detroitsmartpages.com

1435 Randolph St. 313-962-4180 DSMNOW.com
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N AT I O N A L N E W S

A Warrior Among Us: How one Black Woman’s Fight For Justice Is
Influencing The Nation…An Analysis of the Daniel Holtzclaw Case!
by Ashley J. Hobbs

The morning after an all-white jury
recommended ex-cop, and now-convicted rapist Daniel Holtzclaw to receive
263 years in prison, political strategist
and crisis management professional Tezlyn Figaro stood next to two of Holtzclaw’s victims (now survivors) on the
steps of the Oklahoma City courthouse
waiting to speak. She waited patiently what was a few more minutes after
a months-long fight for justice on behalf of the Black women Holtzclaw
terrorized during his reign? When her
turn came up, Figaro unabashedly approached the microphone and said what
so many Black women who had been
following the case, including the writer of this article, had been thinking and
discussing amongst ourselves but never
had a public platform to say out loud:
“I am ashamed at the lack of coverage from the Oklahoma City media.
The media has shamed these women. The media has said these women
did not have the right to speak up.”
“You’re here today because of the
sensationalism of it but these women
will be victimized for the rest of their
lives. I appreciate you being here today
but where are you going to be tomorrow?” She then turned to the survivors,
“You were never alone because I’ve
been riding with you since day one.”
REFLECTIONS ON AND COLLABORATIONS FOR THE HOLTZCLAW CASE
Completely moved, I watched
this scene unfold with my team of colleagues from our Brooklyn-based office.
As a Black communications professional, I was inspired and invigorated
by Figaro, a Black woman herself, using her platform, her expertise, not only
to publicly speak truth to power but
to fight for other Black women from
whom she expected nothing in return.
Figaro has a long track record
of critiquing the many systems which
under-represent, denigrate, and work
against Black women, both survivors of
violence and professionals fighting for
and with those survivors. In 2014, when
it became clear that the media largely
ignored the Holtzclaw case, Figaro set
out on her own campaign to cover these
13 Black women’s stories and to share
them with the nation on her own terms.
As an Oklahoma City native who
grew up profiled and under police scruti-

Tezlyn Figaro

ny, she learned that not much had changed
“I understand because I have been pulled
over for no reason many times in Oklahoma City because I was driving a Benz.
They assume the car is stolen or I’m
transporting drugs because I’m a Black
woman and (the car) has Florida tags.”
“I was told they did not want to
draw too much attention to the case…
I also knew that many weren’t covering the case because at the time (2014)
many of the victims had not come forward. I was trying to use every avenue
to get to and support the victims and I
was told, “No” on several different occasions. People were trying to redirect
my attention to work on other cases.
I reached out to several leaders who
wanted me to redirect my attention on
other cases. I said, “That’s not what I
called you for; I called you about this.”
Figaro enlisted the help of friend
and acclaimed local attorney for the
family of Trayvon Martin, Natalie
Jackson for advice and support. “I contacted Natalie Jackson and we talked
about this case. We called Attorney
Crump and told him the case wasn’t
getting the attention it deserved. I
credit the two of them for making this
case get the attention it deserved.”
“We said ‘Black women matter’ and we stayed on it.” Figaro and
Jackson realized the victims weren’t
coming forward because they didn’t
want any additional media coverage.
“They were told to just go through the
process. It was difficult to find the victims and I understand. Their families
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were being very protective of them.”
She credits the willingness of everyone working together for the media
coverage the case did finally receive.
The efforts of everyone who respectively used their platforms from the
inception of the case drew a wealth of
followers, retweets, protesters, politicians, and concerned citizens alike.
A variety of key players drew national
media attention including renowned
Attorney Benjamin Crump who represents five of the 13 victims who have
come forward, Natalie Jackson, and
OKC Artists For Justice co-founders
- Grace Franklin and Candace Liger.
“It takes a collaborative effort. A
lot of times when people are new to this
work they don’t understand the roles
people play. OKC Artists 4 Justice were
really on the ground, protesting and organizing and they need to be acknowledged
for the work they were doing and continue to do.” Still, with the resolve of such
a diverse and dedicated group of people,
the road to gaining national attention was
obstacle-ridden and often, discouraging.
ON FEELING DISCOURAGEMENT AND FEAR DURING THE
CASE
Alice Walker once said, “Black
women are the mules of the world.” As I,
and so many others noted, this sentiment
showed up insidiously in every aspect of
the case. From the lack of media coverage, the victim-blaming, the outright dismissal of Black women’s humanity and
their bodies being brutalized, Figaro’s
challenges as a professional could not be
extricated from shared challenges with
Holbarriers as a Black woman, imposed
by the heft of centuries of exploitation, denial, harassment, and erasure.
Figaro notes: “If it had been
13 white women this story would
have been all over the world not just America - the world.”
The case cast a spotlight on the historical stigma which rejects the notion
that Black women can be victimized or
if they can be, it is their own fault and
not newsworthy or worthy of justice.
It also centered a focus on the shaming
that befalls victims from without and
within their own communities. Many
dismissed the victims claims, deeming
them nothing more than poor, Black
women, some of whom had criminal
records. Some within their communities
blamed the victims for being victims.
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“Some of the victims had attorneys, some didn’t. Some were told to
hush and not talk to the media which
is understandable because you don’t
want to taint the case in any way. It
was difficult. My goal was to reach
out and keep plugging away. Someone had to know someone (who could
connect me). Eventually I got a call
[and was connected] to one of the victim’s family members,” Figaro said.
The case cast a spotlight on the historical stigma which rejects the notion
that Black women can be victimized or
if they can be, it is their own fault and
not newsworthy or worthy of justice.
It also centered a focus on the shaming
that befalls victims from without and
within their own communities. Many
dismissed the victim’s claims, deeming
them nothing more than poor, Black
women, some of whom had criminal
records. Some within their communities
blamed the victims for being victims.
“As a result of testimony about the
victims’ pasts, shaming came from their
(the victims’) own community,” Figaro
stated. “Why were you over there? Why
would you put yourself in that position?”
For Figaro, too, the stakes of
speaking out were high and scrutiny,
intense. Taking on cases that threaten
not only the place of individual police
officers but of whole institutions like
the criminal justice system and law enforcement can cost everything. Looking
back to the Civil Rights Movement, activists who worked full-time jobs were
constantly threatened with losing their
income as a way to quash resistance
and maintain the status quo of racism.
One of the biggest battles Figaro fought was internal as she realized
she had to walk a very fine line in order to maintain her livelihood while
standing up for Holtzclaw’s victims.
“The discouragement is real.
When I do these types of things, I
risk my income and political support
because I am challenging the system. So many people see things like
what happened to Sandra Bland and
say, “See, this is why I’m not saying
anything. This is why I don’t want
to do it.’ And that blows my mind.”
Figaro, a single mother, knew she
had to provide for her family but also
knew she had a calling on her life to help
these women and she resolved to stand
up to her calling even in the face of fear.
(Continue on next page)

“I risked my job when I said that
I’m ashamed of the media, ashamed of
the government. You really run a risk by
doing this. When you’re saying you’re
ashamed of the media - you’re making
enemies - not friends.” Figaro explained.
When accused of enjoying the
limelight, Figaro begged the question,
“For what? To get shot? To run a risk
of no one hiring you when they see you
speak up? There are far more negative
consequences then people understand.
There’s plenty I can do to get attention.
I get more negative attention and more
chances of losing my job and chances
of not being hired by doing this work.
I am not getting rich from these cases and you often wonder how to make
ends meet, like Moses I circle the burning bush more than once before I step
out on faith, I ask God often is He
sure this is what He wants me to do.”
Figaro’s resolve was strengthened by thinking of the victims
and what they must have been experiencing at the same time.
“I was told by one of the victims,
‘We were looking for you while you’ve
been looking for us.’ So, yes, you get
discouraged but what else can you
do? I kept picturing their faces, not
even knowing what they looked like.
So what else can you do? And I pay
attention to the smallest things. There
were definitely little things that told
me to keep pushing along the way.”
ON THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE
AND BLACK WOMEN TAKING
THEIR PLACE, FRONT AND CENTER IN SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
POLITICS
Though many see the verdict and the jury’s recommended
263 years in prison for Holtzclaw as
a victory, Figaro sees beyond that.
“Yes it is a victory that the jury
recommended the sentencing, now we
need to see if the Judge accepts the
jury’s recommendation. Second, there
were some victims that did come forward that did not receive justice at all.
Then I think about the victims who
said nothing at all and never came forward, I believe there still may be more
out there who have been treated the
same way yet said nothing at all. So
this is why our voices are needed.”
Figaro has spent years fighting
for Black women to be respected and
stand side-by-side with their male counterparts especially within political settings but still, she says, it’s a struggle.
“Black women still aren’t recognized as far as being victims and our
roles in politics. We’re far from being

respected by our colleagues and even
by our own people. Black women who
are out here doing this work, they’re
out here but they’re afraid of taking
the mic. People have this negative
stereotype of Black women that we’re
always frustrated and angry. Guess
what - I was angry that day and I’m
alright with it. If you were underserved, overworked, not recognized,
underpaid, had highest incarceration
among women and were doing the
worst economically and had 13 of your
sisters sexually assaulted by the police,
you’d be angry and frustrated too.”
Along with the frustration that
helps to fuel her fire, Figaro takes the
jury’s verdict as a beginning but not a
full win citing the lack of Black wom-

ON THE SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HOLTZCLAW AND BILL COSBY AND
HOW TO ENGAGE THE PUBLIC
While the Holtzclaw case with
much less reach than most cases of police misconduct, has garnered mixed
sentiments, most seem to be in favor of
the 263-year imprisonment verdict recommended by the jury. However, with
comedian, actor, and philanthropist,
Bill Cosby, the issues at hand seem to
be much more polarizing with as many
against his indictment as there are for it.
To understand the different reactions to
these cases, Figaro says we must look at
the brand recognition. Cosby is a longstanding public figure known to various
generations. Daniel Holtzclaw is not.

Many dismissed the victim’s claims, deeming them nothing more than poor, Black
women, some of whom had criminal records. Some within their communities
blamed the victims for being victims.
en changemakers involved at-large.
“Did we really win in society as
whole - I don’t think so. We do not have
enough black women in positions of
power and many of the ones that we
do have are scared to challenge the
system. They are afraid to speak up
for fear of being called an angry black
woman. Who’s giving Black women
the mic? Not putting us in the background to stuff envelopes. But actually
giving us the microphone to say what
we need to say? God gave me the gift
to rock the mic, so I’m rocking it!”
Figaro was on the ground in McKinney, Texas last summer when a white
police officer threw a small, Black,
female teen to the ground and handcuffed her while kneeling on her back.
“I went down and covered the
McKinney case. Right now, we have a
chance to show what has been going on
since the beginning of time - we have
been raped taken advantage of - it’s always been don’t cause confusion, don’t
be loud, and don’t say anything. No!
according to the Bible, it is the woman’s job be the intercessor between
the devil and my seed. We birthed this
nation – It’s our role to keep our foot
on the neck of the enemy, to speak up,
not to be quiet. We must grab the mic.
We must to grab the pen. At all times,
a sister somewhere must grab something! If we don’t do it, who’s going to
do it? It’s up to you. It starts with you.”
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“The media is only going to talk
about things people pay attention to
and care about. Bill Cosby is something
people pay attention to more than a police officer which is a shame. Bill Cosby
was talking about black on black crime
and telling black folk how we need to
behave but look at what he was ‘allegedly’ doing. Black on Black crime
- we can manage that in our communities but if an officer is telling you to get
on your knees with a gun to your face,
you have no power. That is a violation
of the public trust. Understanding the
reasons behind public sentiment is
crucial to understanding how to gain
national attention and support in cases like that of Holtzclaw,” Figaro says.
“I can understand the media covering [Cosby] more because although
he played a fictional character, in our
world, to Black America, he was very
real. He was the Dad on TV, to many
Fatherless homes. In fact, Cosby spoke
on the importance of having homes
with a Father to reduce crime, so obviously these allegations are heartbreaking to the black community. He
was one of the first Black comedians
to gain popularity by offering clean
comedy in a white world. The media
covered Cosby more because the media
keep it in constant rotation therefore it
garnered more attention. People don’t
know these victims [of Holtzclaw].
For a long time, the victims had no
face. People know Bill Cosby’s name.”
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Drawing from the public’s inclination only to take up causes with
which it can identify it seems even more
pressing that those within social justice
spaces restructure the way they think
of influencing others. Figaro suggests
looking to community leaders first.
“It takes a collective effort. It’s
never just one thing or one person. We
must have community leaders stand up,
politicians, and then the public unite
together. When everyone is on the same
page, then we can push a national campaign. Though her work involves managing crises and giving voice to those
who might never have been heard, Tezlyn Figaro has a life mission that keeps
her going to conquer fatigue and discouragement that so easily besets others.
“Either you’re a warrior or
you’re not. It can’t be what you strive
to be, it’s either in you or it’s not. You
are either strong or you are the weakest
link. It’s either going to be how I want
to do it, what I was put on this earth
to do or it won’t be done at all. And
those are the type of women that shape
the world. I will always say what needs
to be said. Keep on moving. Keep on
fighting. The story is never over. It’s
never done. I will say what needs to be
said. I will not wait to die in order to
rest in peace, I will rest in peace every
night before I go to bed, I will rest easy
because I know I told the truth. Other
victims might never have come forward
if the others did not speak up so speak
up black woman, someone is depending on you! There will never be a world
where everything is going to be in perfect harmony. You either move with us
or move out our way, it is that simple.”
Resource: Ashley J. Hobbs is
Communications and Campus Coordinator for Black Women’s Blueprint
ABOUT TEZLYN
Tezlyn Figaro specializes in public
relations, communications and political strategy in national, regional and
local print, television and radio platforms. Tezlyn has been quoted in the
New York Times, Tom Joyner’s Black
America Web and every major print
and television entity in Central Florida. Tezlyn has also contributed as a
writer to the Dallas Gazette Newspaper and several national and local
blogs. Tezlyn’s high profile client list
includes but is not limited to Trayvon
Martin Attorney Benjamin Crump as
publicist for the Monroe Bird III case
& OKC Holtzclaw Police Officer Rape
case and serving as communication
strategist for Ohio State Senator Nina
Turner (Surrogate for Presidential
Candidate Bernie Sanders)

YOUR SECURITY IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS

GUARD SERVICE

INTRUSION DETECTION

■ Uniformed Guards
SYSTEMS
■ Executive Protection
■ Burglar
■ Unarmed and Armed Guards ■ Fire Alarms
■ Medical Emergency Alarms
■ 24-Hour Monitoring
■ Closed Circuit TV
■ Access Control
ATECH
PYR
Security
Systems

INVESTIGATIONS

■ Civil Matters
■ Criminal Matters
■ Corporate Matters
■ Surveillance
■ Background Checks
■ Insurance Matters
■ Employment Theft
■ Electronic Bug Sweeps

PYRATECH SECURITY SYSTEMS

SECURITY CONSULTING

■ Environmental Design
■ System Design
■ Specialized Security Equipment
■ Security Surveys
■ Risk Assessment

20150 Livernois Ave. | Detroit, MI 48221 | Phone: 313.345.2000 | www.pyratech.net

www.detroitsmartpages.com
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F O U R T H O F A S I X PA R T S E R I E S : T H E C O M P L E X I T I E S O F T H E N W O R D

A Full Service Company
Built on a Solid
Foundation of Experience

Environmental Management
Industrial Cleaning
Licensed General Contracting
Facilities Management Services
Energy Management
ISO 9001 and 14001 Compliant

Rickman Enterprise Group
Headquarters: 15533 Woodrow Wilson • Detroit, Michigan 48238 • (313) 454-4000 • Fax (313) 454-4011
Additional REG Locations: New York • New Jersey • Atlanta

www.rickmanenterprise.com

SCHAEFER LYNDON SELF STORAGE
Not enough space in your condo or apartment?

Our units are designed to hold all your valuables including any size furniture up to cars,
boats, motorcycles and snowmobiles.
■ Safe, Affordable & Convenient!
■ Ask about our special discounts!
■ 5 ft., 10 ft and up to 30 ft spaces available
■ Moving supplies
■ One level facility
Pickup
■ Climate control
and dropoff
delivery
■ U-Haul Rentals
available!
■ Open 7 days a week
■ State-of-the-art security
■ Alarms in every unit inside and out
■ New modern facility
■ Warehouse space available for lease
■ Open storage

We pick up in the Winter
and return in the Spring!

EASY IN-EASY OUT!
Indoor & Outdoor Units.

5ft. x 5ft Units
Can fit small boxes, flatscreens,
bicycles, lamps, etc.,

10ft. x 30ft Units
Can fit large boxes, dressers,
a car, small truck, chairs, etc.,

10ft. x 10ft Units
Can fit large boxes, dressers,
bicycles, beds, chairs, etc.,

Boxes, Tape, Bubble Wrap, etc.,

Contact us at: 14541 Schaefer • Detroit, MI 48227 • 313-272-2300
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